
5 through 17 with a grade equivalent of 

kindergarten through 12th grade. Inter-

views were conducted with the parents 

of 10,681 students, including 290 

homeschooled students. When 

weighted, these data represent the ex-

periences of approximately 51,135,000 

students ages 5 through 17 with a 

grade equivalent of kindergarten 

through 12th grade in the United States 

in 2007. (2) 

In this Brief, students are considered to 

be homeschooled if their parents re-

ported them as being schooled at home 

instead of at a public or private school 

for at least part of their education and 

if their part-time enrollment in public 

or private school did not exceed 25 

hours a week. Students who were 

schooled at home primarily because of 

a temporary illness are not included as 

homeschoolers. 

(Continued on page 2) 

S ince 1999, the National House-

hold Education Surveys Program 

(NHES), conducted by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education’s National Center 

for Education Statistics (NCES) in the 

Institute of Education Sciences, has 

collected nationally representative 

data that can be used to estimate the 

number of homeschooled students in 

the United States. This Issue Brief pro-

vides estimates of the number and 

percentage of homeschooled stu-

dents in the United States in 2007 and 

compares these estimates to those 

from 1999 and 2003. In addition, par-

ents’ reasons for homeschooling their 

children are presented. Estimates of 

homeschooling in 2007 are based on 

data from the Parent and Family In-

volvement in Education Survey (PFI) 

of the 2007 NHES. (1) 

Data were collected for students ages 
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from year to year and are largest in 2007.The esti-

mates of homeschooling discussed in this Issue Brief 

include students who were homeschooled only and 

students who were homeschooled while also enrolled 

in school for 25 hours or less per week. As shown in 

table 1, in all 3 survey years, about four out of five 

homeschoolers were homeschooled only, while about 

one out of five homeschoolers was also enrolled in 

public or private school part time. 

Parents’ Reasons for Homeschooling Their Children 

In the 2003 and 2007 NHES, parents were asked 

whether particular reasons for homeschooling their 

children applied to them. The three reasons selected 

by parents of more than two-thirds of students were 

concern about the school environment, to provide reli-

gious or moral instruction, and dissatisfaction with the 

academic instruction available at other schools (figure 

2). From 2003 to 2007, the percentage of students 

whose parents reported homeschooling to provide 

religious or moral instruction increased from 72 per-

cent to 83 percent. 

In the 2007 NHES, parents also were asked which one 

of their selected reasons for homeschooling was the 

most important. (5) The reason reported by the high-

est percentage of homeschoolers’ parents as being 

most important was to provide religious or moral in-

struction (36 percent). For an additional 21 percent, 

the most important reason was concern about the 

school environment, and for 17 percent it was dissatis-

faction with the academic instruction available at 

other schools. The remaining homeschoolers had par-

ents who reported another reason as being most im-

portant (child has a physical or mental health problem, 

2 percent; child has other special needs, 4 percent; 

interest in a nontraditional approach to education, 7 

percent; other reasons such as family time, finances, 

travel, and distance, 14 percent). (6) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Number and Percentage of Homeschooled  

Students in the United States 

Data from the 2007 NHES survey show an estimated 

1.5 million students (1,508,000) were homeschooled 

in the United States in the spring of 2007 (figure 1). 

This represents an increase from the estimated 1.1 

million students who were homeschooled in the 

spring of 2003 (Princiotta, Bielick, and Chapman 

2004). In addition, the percentage of the school-age 

population that was homeschooled increased from 

2.2 percent in 2003 to 2.9 percent in 2007 (not 

shown in tables or figures). Data from the 1999 

NHES showed an estimated 850,000 homeschooled 

students in the United States—about 1.7 percent of 

the school-age population (Bielick, Chandler, and 

Broughman 2001). The increase in the homeschool-

ing rate (from 1.7 percent in 1999 to 2.2 percent in 

2003 to 2.9 percent in 2007) represents a 74 percent 

relative increase over the 8-year period and a 36 

percent relative increase since 2003.(3) 

As with the results from any sample survey, the 

numbers and percentages discussed in this Issue 

Brief are estimates of the actual numbers and per-

centages of homeschooled students in the popula-

tion. Although 1.5 million is the best estimate of the 

number of homeschoolers from the 2007 NHES, an-

other similar sample survey might produce a differ-

ent estimate. The margin of error presented in this                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

defines arrange of values around an estimate within 

which 95 percent of the estimates from all possible 

similar sample surveys are expected to fall. It is pre-

sented along with each estimate to show the range 

of possible values for the estimate. The margin of 

error for the number of students who were 

homeschooled in spring 2007 is +/- 231,000, which 

means the range of the estimate is from 1,277,000 

to 1,739,000 (figure 1).(4) Confidence intervals vary 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Summary 

From 1999 to 2007, the number of homeschooled 

students in the United States increased, as did the 

homeschooling rate. In 2007, parents homeschooled 

their children for a variety of reasons, but three rea-

sons—to provide religious or moral instruction, con-

cern about the school environment, and dissatisfac-

tion with the academic instruction at other schools—

were noted as most important. 

Data from NHES can also be used to examine the stu-

dent, family, and household characteristics of 

homeschoolers. 

Upcoming reports will use these data to study the 

characteristics of homeschoolers and to see how 

homeschooling rates may have changed between 

1999, 2003, and 2007 for different segments of the 

student population. 
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Endnotes 

1.  Estimates of homeschooling in 1999 and 2003 

(Continued from page 2) 

are based on data from the Parent Survey of the 

1999 NHES and the Parent and Family Involvement 

in Education Survey (PFI) of the 2003 NHES. NHES 

collected data about homeschooled students in 

1996, but did not include questions about part-

time homeschooling. Therefore, estimates from 

1996 are not representative of the homeschooled 

population, are not comparable to later years, and 

are not included in NCES reports on homeschool-

ing. 

2.  When applied to survey data, weights allow for 

the generation of national estimates from a sam-

ple of respondents. They also adjust for character-

istics of the survey design, nonresponse, and non-

coverage. However, biases may exist in the data if 

weighting procedures have not adequately ad-

justed for these issues. A large-scale bias study 

was conducted in conjunction with the 2007 data 

collection. Readers interested in the findings of 

the bias study, as well as detailed information on 

NHES survey methods, weighting, and response 

rates, can refer to the Data File User’s Manuals 

published online at http://nces.ed.gov/nhes. 

3.  All estimates of change and relative change were 

computed using unrounded data. 

4.  Although the confidence intervals surrounding the 

estimated number of homeschooled students in 

the United States may overlap somewhat, the dif-

ferences between the estimates are statistically 

significant. Differences between estimates with 

overlapping confidence intervals can be statisti-

cally significant (Schenker and Gentleman 2001). 

5.  “Most important reason for homeschooling” was 

asked differently in 2003 and 2007 and, therefore, 

cannot be compared across time.  

6.  Percentages do not sum to 100 because of round-

ing. 



 Page 4 Family Times 

competent, godly women.  

 The first year is the hardest; don't give up! 

 I wish I’d known that I don't have to do “school”, but 

rather inspire love of learning. 

 I wish I’d known that it takes hard work. 

 I wish I’d known that Mom learns the most. 

 Relaxed is fine, but you still have to sit down at the 

kitchen table and do the math lessons. 

 I wish I’d known that I could have spent 

more time with fun activities, instead of 

being so tied to the books for my kinder-

gartners. 

 I wish I’d known not to push them too 

hard to live to typical standards. 

 I wish I’d known that there would be 

days that I wouldn't want to. 

 It would sometimes give me the same 

thrill as the first crawl or walk or word. 

 Act like you know what you are doing 
and people will think you do (including your children). 

 On the whole, homeschoolers are better socialized 
and can get along better with people of all ages than 
public schoolers. 

 I wish I would have known that just because every-
one else is learning it does not mean I need to feel 
bad because I’m not teaching it. 

 I wish I would have known that we don’t need to 
spend piles of money on materials or piles of energy 
on elaborate projects that our family is not inter-
ested in. 

 I wish I would have known that “grades” aren’t really 
important until high school level. We would have had 
more fun with learning and less stress in the early 
years. 

 I wish I’d have known that curriculum isn’t the most 
important part of homeschooling; children are. 

 The best and worst thing about homeschooling are 
the same thing: You're with your children all the time 
and you are with your children ALL the time. 

 Now that my homeschooling journey is over, I wish I 

could have had the confidence from day 

one that this was the right choice for my 

family; I can see that with certainty 

from my new vantage point. 

 I wish I had known more clearly and 

confidently that everyone's 

homeschooling journey is different; 

mine will not always look like the public 

schools or other home schools but it will 

still always be successful as long as it 

fits our family. 

 I wish I known that we’ll always do less 

than some and more than others—

choosing what works for our family is what it is all 

about—not keeping up with other homeschool fami-

lies. 

 I wish I’d known that it goes way too fast, so pay at-

tention—don't miss the small stuff—enjoy all the little 

triumphs and funny moments, and the little teaching 

moments  

 The education we give our daughters may not look 

anything like "school" in the public school sense, but 

that it will be just what they needed in order to be 

A Helping Hand Advice from Veteran Homeschoolers 
What is one thing you wish you'd have known before  

embarking on your homeschooling journey?  



 Page 5 Family Times 

Submissions Welcome 

We would love to receive articles written by our read-

ers. We would also be interested in any articles you 

find that we can distribute without violating any copy-

right laws. You can get in touch with the author or 

send us the article and we’ll try. E-mail all submissions 

to sallyanne@perz.us 

Articles should be about homeschooling. We welcome 

differing perspectives—various homeschool methods, 

educational philosophies, and family styles. Articles of 

interest may also include homemaking, scheduling, 

parenting and family life in general...particularly 

things of interest to busy homeschooling families who 

are Christians.  

Family Profiles 

We’d really love to include family profiles in each is-

sue of Family Times. This is a great way for us to learn 

about other Christians who teach at home. You can 

see sample family profiles in back issues. Your profile 

can be as unique as you are—short and simple, long 

and detailed, cute and creative. Just let us get to know 

your family! Send your profile to sallyanne@perz.us 

Back Issues Available 

Dave Pratte has updated the back issues of Family 

Times on the web site at www.gospelway.com/familytimes 

and has it set so a password is not needed (since Fam-

ily Times is now free). This means that you can access 

back issues as well as the file of curricula reviews on 

the web site without a password! This is a great re-

source! 

What is the Curriculum Market All About? 

HSLDA’s description, “This site is for the sale of curricu-

lum and materials specifically related to homeschooling. 

HSLDA created this site in response to our members’ 

concerns about the policy of other auction sites that do 

not allow the sale of teacher or instructor materials 

(e.g., anything with an answer key). We want to provide 

a one-stop shop where anyone can sell, and HSLDA 

Members can buy, new or used curriculum. Click here 

for more info about the site. You must be an HSLDA 

Member to BUY on this site; make sure you register as 

an HSLDA Member. Joining HSLDA has many benefits; 

you can join online (because of our personal screening 

process it will take a few weeks to process your applica-

tion).” 

Purchases for Members Only 

HSLDA members can buy and sell—non members can 

sell only. Here’s what HSLDA says, “If you are a private 

person, a homeschool group, state homeschool organi-

zation, or a curriculum publisher, this is a great place to 

reach those buyers. Our goal is not to compete as a ven-

dor of used curriculum; rather, we want to provide a 

central place where our members can get complete cur-

riculum packages. We also want to support the many 

national, state, and local homeschool groups who do not 

have the resources to set up a site like this, or the audi-

ence to make it really effective for all participants.” 

It’s Free! 

For a limited time, HSLDA will not charge a fee to use 

the Curriculum Market.   

Have You Seen  
HSLDA’s  
Curriculum Market? 
http://market.hslda.org/Auction/xcAuction.asp 

https://www.gospelway.com/familytimes
http://market.hslda.org/Membership/XUDAboutUs.asp
http://www.hslda.org/join/protect.asp
http://www.hslda.org/join/apply.asp
http://market.hslda.org/Auction/xcAuction.asp
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J oel and I grew up together worshipping at the same 

congregation. He is 7 years older than me and so, did-

n’t notice me for much, except trouble, until I was 

about 12. That’s when someone got the bright idea all the 

teens (give or take) could go out on Sunday evenings and 

eat pizza, play video games, mini golf, race mini cars, see a 

movie, etc…. Only Joel could drive and lucky us, his dad 

owned a big 12 passenger van!!! Eventually all the rest of 

the kids stopped going until finally Joel and I were left. We 

became very good friends and it was a natural progression 

to marriage … once I turned 18 and graduated high school, 

that is. June, 1986, I graduated on a Sunday and the next 

Saturday we were married (23 years this June 14th ).  

It took Joel 10 years to finally finish his B.S. in Computer 

Science. One class a semester after we were married a few 

years. We were both so glad for him to finish and to finally 

pay it off!! It was worth it though because he enjoys his job 

and makes good money. He believes a college education 

opens doors for your men. He works for International 

Trucks and fixes computer issues.  

I took some college classes toward nursing with my first 

semester being toward teaching. I dropped the teaching 

because I almost failed the only teaching class I ever 

took. My teacher told me I’d never be a good teacher 

because I expected too much from my students. Well, 

you can see where that got me! I still expect a lot, not 

only from my kids but, any kids that spend time 

around me! Just ask one.  

I also believe a college education leads to a full-time 

job. That is something I never wanted. I believe God 

wants us to raise our families and take care of our hus-

band at home. Yes, I have two boys but if we had any 

girls our opinion would not change. The young ladies 

they want will fulfill this role. Rachel went to FC for a 

year and has some debt with that. She wants to work 

this first year of marriage to pay that off. She doesn’t 

have to, but she feels it’s something she can do until 

they are ready for children and hopefully won’t be full-

time. It is their decision together but ultimately Joshua 

does not want her to have a career so, she will not, 

just a small job for a short time.  

Joel and I feel very strongly about young girls going to 

college, racking up lots of debt or filling their heads 

with ‘the American dream’. The ‘American dream’ is 

this: both go to college, both get good paying jobs, 

have kids, put them in daycare and then public school, 

and no one takes care of the house. If you believe oth-

erwise, just ask girls in college now. Why are they go-

ing? It’s how America is brainwashing our kids into 

(Continued on page 7) 

By Suze Tolbert, January 2009 

We want Family Profiles to be included in each issue of 

Family Times! Design it to suit you—it is so encouraging to 

read about other families’ journeys and successes. 

We’d love to introduce your family to our readers— 

Send your profile to me at sallyanne@perz.us 

Back row: Joel & Suze 

Front row: Joshua & Rachel, Caleb 

Family Profiles: The Tolberts 
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I don’t think higher education is a complete waste of 

time. If you can afford to send your daughter and she 

studies things that will help her in the home, and she 

has not met someone yet, that’s different. But a huge 

loan requires someone to pay it off. I’m saying we 

need to change our way of thinking. Women do not 

HAVE to go to college. If you do so to meet someone 

because you live in an area where there aren’t a lot of 

people, help her pay that debt.  

We have spent a great deal of money to give our boys 

options. They know girls all over the country that are 

faithful to the Lord. At least once a month there are 

two options for us to meet with young people. We 

have driven an hour south to a singing and an hour 

west to a singing offered about once a month. There’s 

also a singing an hour or so southeast of us but we 

have yet to make it to that one. We sometimes go to 

the Florida College lectures in February. We’ve at-

tended many of the fall hscampouts. We have driven 

to be with friends in other states. Now none of these is 

free for us. So do you pay it out a little at a time or get 

a loan and pay for 10 years in the hopes she/he will 

find someone in a few months time?  

There are ways of getting kids together. Host a singing 

at your home. Host a summer party outside and play 

games. Host a fondue party and play games. Be crea-

tive. We are HOMESCHOOL parents! And we want to 

serve the Lord. Be sure you don’t forget this part of 

educating your children. 

We both have strong ties to our local congregation and 

have tried our best to be faithful and true to our Lord. 

Joel’s parents are both Christians but only my mother 

was a Christian. My mom has since passed on to her 

reward and awaits the rest of us. I hope to do my best 

to join her but….. not yet. I know the Lord still has 

work for me to do. 

(Continued on page 8) 

thinking they need more. Women can ‘do it all’. No we 

can’t. Something has to give.  

Will it be your house, your kids or most of the time, your 

husband? You only have 24 hours in a day. God com-

manded us how we should live. Men will provide for the 

family. Let them. Women will take care of the house and 

family. Teach your kids this. It works best when we obey 

God. How often do we question God’s ways? How often are 

we unhappy when we do? If you are honest about it, you 

know the truth. When women decide to work we take away 

from our husband’s role as provider, we then expect them 

to help with our job at home. After all, we are working the 

same as him. But he is not cut out to do our job any more 

than we are to do his.  

Please give this consideration when raising your children. 

Teach them what God wants from us and train them daily 

for it. Our boys have worked for pay since they were pre-

teens. We have raised them to understand their role as 

head of the household. There came a time, when each of 

them was ready, that they stepped up to make decisions in 

their lives and I had to step back and allow them to become 

men.  

Joel and I still guide them but more and more they spend 

their money and time in ways they see fit. Of course, Joshua 

is now head of his own household. We will still talk with 

him but not the same as when he was under us. Caleb is still 

at home for a few more years and even though he makes 

his own money he still asks before spending. We normally 

agree but he still respects our opinion. Caleb will be looking 

soon for a wife. Well, he’s already ‘looking’. He’s already 

talking to girls and weeding out the ones who don’t plan to 

be a homemaker and homeschool his children. He wants a 

help meet to help him in life and walk with him daily and be 

there for him. I’m sure he will find a suitable mate when the 

time is right.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Our oldest son, Joshua, is 19 ½ (he’ll be 20 on June 1) has 

recently married Rachel (Pennock), who turned 20 this 

past November 19th. They were married Dec 30, 2008. It 

wasn’t a large wedding but it was large enough! Rachel 

and I planned and ‘put on’ the wedding and reception 

ourselves. The guys did help a bit.  

Joshua is a full-time preacher for the congregation in 

Manteno, IL. He gets most of his support from outside 

congregations since his is small, but they work hard. He 

had a rather large article written about him in the 

Kankakee newspaper called the Daily Journal (if you’d 

like to read it do a search on his name and it’s November 

13, 2008, there are two articles. www.daily-journal.com) 

because he gained so much notice, the local paper The 

Manteno News also wrote an article about him! Novem-

ber 27, 2008 (you might be able to see it at their website 

www.russell-publications.com) The Lord works in His 

way and these articles made Joshua a minor celebrity. 

Everywhere he goes people recognize him! He hopes to 

use it to open doors and soften people’s hearts. We 

were all very excited for the Lord’s church to make big 

news in a small town. Let the whole congregation Praise 

God! Joshua has also been to the Philippines to preach 

twice. He wants to continue to go each year but decided 

to skip this year. He needs to raise the funds for two to 

go and spread the Word now. We have always trusted if 

it’s what the Lord wants, it will happen. They hope to go 

next year. 

Our youngest son, Caleb, is 16 (he’ll be 17 May 27). 

Caleb is working hard at graduating high school. He is 

also a strong Christian and working for our Lord. He’s not 

preaching (yet) but he is doing the rest of the things the 

men do as he’s needed. He is also working 5 days 

a week now at The Sandwich Shoppe. He delivers sand-

wiches on foot and starting this month he will deliver by 

(Continued from page 7) car to the big ones or those farther away. He hopes to go 

to school to be an Aerospace Engineer ….. or some kind of 

engineer if something else snags him first. We are also 

looking for a small truck for him which will make him ex-

tremely happy. (editor’s note: truck acquired since this was written)  

Joshua went to public school through 5th grade and Caleb 

went through 2nd grade before Joshua convinced me to 

homeschool them. It was all Joshua’s idea. He didn’t like 

being at public school. He is smart but, got bored with it 

and didn’t care for dealing with the kids everyday. I was a 

substitute teacher’s aide at the time so I could be close to 

them and see for myself how public school was. I quit the 

year we began homeschooling. I was able to pick their 

teachers back then and they got the best in their grade 

level. But, every time I went to see Josh he was off helping 

another teacher or reading a book from their library.  

We went to a book signing and I decided to buy the boys a 

new book while we waited. I rarely pay full price for a 

book, especially then. So we went to the appropriate area 

for them and began looking. I asked if he would like one 

book and he replied it was okay but “I don’t think I want to 

own it.” Okay. How about this one? “I didn’t like it at all.“ I 

said, “How many books here have you not read?” (I was 

being a smart-aleck). But he was not. He said there was 

only a handful in the WHOLE section. Point made. He 

drove it home with, “Do you want me to shower in middle 

school with all those other boys?” Done. I took them out at 

the end of the year. And we have never looked back.  

It was the best thing for Joshua! He flourished emotionally 

and it helped make him who he is now. Caleb has done 

well also and continues to make us proud with his achieve-

ments. He, too, continues to grow daily and especially 

loved the idea that we started 2 hours later than public 

school and in our p.j.’s!! He starts a little earlier now so he 

can work all afternoon and then does some more school-

work when he gets home. 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://www.daily-journal.com/
http://www.russell-publications.com/
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T he following questions are designed 

to provoke thought and reflection 

regarding your role as a woman in the family. Please give 

prayerful consideration to each of these often.  

1. What kinds of thoughts come to my mind when I hear 

the phrase “keeper at home?”  

2. Am I anxious to “escape” my husband and children at 

every opportunity?  

3. Do I have any secret ambitions to leave the home and 

pursue a career?  

4. Do I have an abundance of idle time on my hands?  

5. Am I realizing my responsibilities as a manager of my 

home?  

6. Do I keep my home a pleasant, peaceful and joyful place 

for my family?  

7. Do I train my children diligently?  

8. Do I give my children reason to rise up and call me 

blessed?  

9. Do I give my husband reason to praise me?  

10. Do I ever speak evil of my husband to my parents? 

Other women? In front of others?  

11. Do I ever challenge my husband’s authority? Undermine 

his authority with the children?  

12. How often do I pray for my children? My husband? My 

marriage? My home?  

13. What can I do to love my husband more?  

14. What can I do to love my children more?  

15. What have I done to develop myself as a woman pro-

fessing godliness today? This week? Month?  

16. As an older woman, am I committed to teaching the 

younger women?  

17. As an older woman, what kind of advice do I give to 

younger women?  

18. What are my plans for serving others when my children 

leave the nest?  

19. Am I striving to reach the qualifications of an elder’s 

wife? A widow indeed?  

20. Do I take time to study and meditate on God’s word for 

personal growth?  

I feel the key to raising your kids and schooling them is 

to be involved with your kids. Talk to them daily. Make 

time for each one of them to spend time alone with 

you. Don’t ever compare them to each other. They are 

different and will do things and learn things differently. 

Tell them when they do well. Whether they eat lima 

beans or finish the book by a certain date, or not, does-

n’t matter in the whole scheme of life. Fear God and 

keep his commandments. That’s it. 

One way I helped the boys remember some scripture is 

to post it in the bathroom where you read it every time 

you ‘sit there’. It’s amazing how much they remember! 

When they were learning to write I had them copy the 

book of Proverbs. Why write nonsense when you can 

combine two lessons in one? We had great dinner dis-

cussions because of this. Eat dinner together daily. 

It’s work everyday to raise kids and keep a good mar-

riage. Housework is something that needs to be done 

but don’t put it higher than you should. If it’s a choice 

between people or work, have them help you or leave 

it for now. It’s okay. “Mom do you know the answer 

to…?” Your answer is always “Yes, I have time for you 

and let’s look it up.” These are some of the ways I raise 

my boys. I hope you’ve enjoyed reading about our fam-

ily and can understand us better. I look forward to 

reading about some of you.  

If you’d like to contact us, please write to: 

3dragonsandme@comcast.net  

or for Joshua (there’s a _ between his names.) 

Joshua_Tolbert@comcast.net  

May all glory go to God always, 

Joel and Suze Tolbert 

Shorewood, IL 

(Continued from page 8) 

CHALLENGING QUESTIONS 

FOR WOMEN  

Borrowed from a sermon by Jonathan L. Perz entitled The Role of Woman 

mailto:3dragonsandme@comcast.net
mailto:Joshua_Tolbert@comcast.net
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Christian Book Distributors  

www.Christianbook.com  

 Discount catalog of homeschooling material, samples 

of specific curriculum can be viewed online 

Books a Million 

www.booksamillion.com 

 Educator's discount of 20% 

Children's Books www.homeschooldiscountproducts.com 

Tobin's Lab  

www.tobinslab.com 

 All science for all ages, supplies for hands on learning  

Love to Learn  

www.lovetolearn.net 

 Large variety of products, supplies for hands on learn-

ing 

Timberdoodle  

www.timberdoodle.com 

 Large variety of products, supplies for hands on learn-

ing 

Website for identifying and matching teaching styles, 

learning styles, and curricula:  

http://www.homeschoolmarketplace.com/choosing/

index.html 

Homeschool Buyers Co-op  

http://www.homeschoolbuyersco-op.org/ 

 Exclusive discount offer by curriculum suppliers 

 Educational field trip database by state 

 Lists of contests and scholarships 

B elow are the suggestions received for favorite 

websites and/or catalogs to go to if looking for a 

specific item or looking for ideas.  

Just a reminder: Always consider the return policies 

and the shipping costs before you purchase items. A 

good deal can turn into an expensive lesson when the 

costs of shipping and/or the inability to return an 

item is factored into the overall cost. 

 

Rainbow Resource Center, Inc. 

www.rainbowresource.com 

 Extensive list, good prices, online ordering, quali-

fied free shipping 

 You can request a catalog 

Rock Solid  

www.rocksolidinc.com 

 Reasonable prices, qualified free shipping 

Rod and Staff  

www.rodstaff.com 

 Grade specific catalog with samples of curriculum 

included 

Sonlight  

www.sonlight.com 

 Catalog for reading lists at subject or grade level 

Favorite Curriculum 

Resource List 

By Rhonda Bosworth 

http://www.Christianbook.com
http://www.booksamillion.com
http://www.homeschooldiscountproducts.com
http://www.tobinslab.com
http://www.lovetolearn.net
http://www.timberdoodle.com
http://www.homeschoolmarketplace.com/choosing/index.html
http://www.homeschoolmarketplace.com/choosing/index.html
http://www.homeschoolbuyersco-op.org/
http://www.rainbowresource.com
http://www.rocksolidinc.com
http://www.rodstaff.com
http://www.sonlight.com
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been an easy thing for Mom either. She is deaf in one 

ear, and partially deaf in the other. But she was un-

daunted at the prospect of teaching me how to read. 

She brought home all the research she could get her 

hands on, and set out to experiment on me. We drew 

in the sand with our fingers; we did finger painting 

and shaped letters with play-dough. We made our 

own play-dough with peanut butter, powdered milk, 

and honey, and ate it when lessons were over. We 

read Matt the Rat over and over and over until I had 

it memorized. I was only four years old at the time. I 

had lots of fun and had no idea I was “in school.” By 

the time I was six years old, Mom had “retrained” my 

brain. I have very little manifestation of dyslexia left. I 

read and write voraciously, thanks to Mom’s creativ-

ity. I’m so glad she didn’t just shrug 

in hopeless sorrow and send me off 

in the short, yellow bus to special 

education classes in public school! I 

might still be there. 

The Curriculum 

I never knew mom to spend much 

money on curriculum. She always 

looked for old school books at sec-

ond-hand stores and garage sales. 

It’s amazing what up-to-date cur-

riculum you can find in those places. 

However, to tell the truth, we did 

very little bookwork. Less than you 

would believe! Instead, we counted 

out the change in our five-gallon penny-bank, and 

had spelling contests, drawing contests, and wrestling 

contests regularly. Dad told us historical stories at the 

dinner table and quizzed us on previous “lessons.” In 

the woodshop we learned to read a tape measure 

and figure angles and planes. In the kitchen we 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Teacher 

B 
oredom was an unknown ailment in our 

house, thanks to Mom. With the energy 

of 10 monkeys on NoDoze pills, she 

started one project after another and 

completed at least half of them. Her curiosity is insa-

tiable. 

I remember her standing over a boil-

ing cauldron of black walnut hulls, 

hands and bare feet stained dark 

brown. She was making dye. Not 

because she needed it, but because 

she wanted to know how dye was 

made. Library books stood in shifting 

stacks on the kitchen table, ranging 

in subjects from herbal concoctions 

used in China, to crochet stitches 

known only by people over 95. She 

taught us to question, to wonder 

why and how about everything. How 

does a caterpillar change into a but-

terfly? Put it in a lunch box with leaves, and 

watch! How does a potter’s wheel work? Get a 

book, and follow the directions. What does oat-

meal do to your face? Put it on and let it dry, and 

you’ll find out. Mom wasn’t afraid of trying any-

thing. 

I was born with dyslexia. I saw everything as 

though I were looking in a mirror. School had not 

Creativity 
By Rebekah Joy Anast used with permission 

No Greater Joy, 1000 Pearl Road, Pleasantville, TN 37033 

http://www.nogreaterjoy.org 

http://www.nogreaterjoy.org
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learned measurements and a bit of chemistry. In the 

garden we learned the difference between a bushel, 

a peck, and a five-gallon bucket. And last, but not 

least, in the creek we learned the reward of faithful 

labor! 

Learning was a way of life for us. Occasionally, in the 

dead of winter, during a cold spell, we would have 

two or three weeks of intense bookwork and les-

sons. Every one of us would progress a grade during 

that time. Not because we learned that fast, but 

because the rest of year was filled with the practical 

aspects that the bookwork only talked about. Each 

one of us had weaknesses and strengths. I loved to 

read. Gabriel loved math. Nathan loved science. 

Shalom loved medicine. Shoshanna loved art and 

music. Mom allowed us to pursue and excel in what-

ever area we were good at. Whenever I got bogged 

down in math, Dad would sit down at the table with 

us and teach a math lesson to us. Whenever the 

boys got frustrated with reading, Mom would read 

halfway through a Louis Lamour book aloud and let 

them finish it. 

I think in many ways, homeschooling was easier for 

Mom than it is for many of you out there, simply be-

cause Mom started back in 1977 when there was “no 

way to homeschool.” Even Abeka books wouldn’t sell 

curriculum to homeschoolers back then, so Mom had to 

be creative. There was no homeschool group in our 

town to compare ourselves by. We were it. There were 

no homeschool magazines or books and no support 

groups. Now that I’m grown and homeschooling my 

own children, I’m glad my Mom had to be creative. Her 

slapstick way of doing things has given me freedom as a 

mother to use what I need of “traditional” homeschool-

ing, and let the rest go. My children’s love for learning 

is my first concern, and learning will last a lifetime if 

creativity is at the heart of it. 

(Continued from page 11) 

All the world is a laboratory to the inquiring mind.  
~ Martin H. Fischer 

You can teach a student a lesson for a day; but if you 
can teach him to learn by creating curiosity, he will 
continue the learning process as long as he lives.  
~ Clay P. Bedford 

Get over the idea that only children should spend their 
time in study. Be a student so long as you still have 
something to learn, and this will mean all your life.  
~ Henry L. Doherty 

The purpose of learning is growth, and our minds, 
unlike our bodies, can continue growing as we con-
tinue to live.  
~ Mortimer Adler 

We learn more by looking for the answer to a  
question and not finding it than we do from 
learning the answer itself.  
~ Lloyd Alexander 

A little learning is a dangerous thing;  
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.  
~ Alexander Pope 

We should turn out people who love learning so much 
and learn so well that they will be able to learn what-
ever needs to be learned.  
~ John Holt 

Imagination is more important than knowledge. For 
knowledge is limited to all we now know and under-
stand, while imagination embraces the entire world, 
and all there ever will be to know and understand.  
~ Albert Einstein 
 
The whole secret of life is to be interested in one thing 
profoundly and in a thousand things well.  
~ Horace Walpole 

Thoughts on  

Learning 


