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Things to Teach  

Children Before 

They Leave Home... 

T o learn to forgive, really forgive and not hold grudges. 

To learn to accept that ALL people are made in the Image of God 

with an eternal soulτnot just those we like or understand. 

To learn to work hard and enjoy hard work. 

To bless others everyday with an act of service or love. 

To find ways to encourage those who are weak or alone. 

To live within their means and not develop a taste for materialism or any 

form of idolatry. 

To be faithful to their spouse, even when it is hard. 

To give more than they take and keep giving when they think they have 

nothing to give. 

To develop the habit of praying as a natural part of their day, not a rote 

mindless ritual. 

To find joy in the small, everyday common things like having fresh water, 

or food and a pillow at night to rest. 

To be always thankful for the hope of heaven and the forgiveness Jesus 

bought with His blood, so we would not have to pay with our blood.  

By Joan Elder 
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L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ƘƻǾŜǊΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ǌŀƛƴōƻǿǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊƳΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L ƭƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛŦŜ ŀǎ L ŀƳ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀƪΧ 

L ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǿƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŘƭȅ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƻƻƭǎΧ 

I wish for him to know that I believe in the soundness of his mind,  

ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΧ 

I wish for him to remember that no matter where he goes  

ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΧ 

I wish for him to look to the scriptures for answers to the questions in life  

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΧ 

Graduation Thoughtsτ 

Things I wish for my child  

as he becomes an adultΧ 

Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD.  

For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river,  

And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green,  

And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.  

Jeremiah 17:7-8 (New King James Version) 

By Sally Anne Perz 
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¶ How to drive. 

¶ How to change the tire on a car. 

¶ Other various things that can be done to a car. 

(i.e. when to change the oil, etc). 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΧΦƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǿǊŜŎƪΣ ƻƴ 

the water, at college. 

¶ Boys: How to be a leader. Start young. 

¶ Girls: How to really run a household. Start young. 

¶ How to send thank you cards. 

¶ How to prepare a meal and have it all get done at 

the same time. 

¶ How to do laundry and to iron. 

¶ How to clean house, especially the bathroom! 

¶ How to do some lawn care. 

¶ How to tie knots. 

¶ How to get gum out of things. 

¶ How to think of what needs to be done and just 

do it without being asked or told. 

¶ How to call their grandparents/parents on a regu-

lar basis and get to know them. 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ .9 ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΧΦΦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƛǾŜΧŀƴ 

animal or sibling or another person outside the 

family. 

¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜΧ 

¶ They must put God firstτand everyone and 

everything else after Him. 

¶ They must understand that Jesus is Lord and 

they are here to fulfill His purpose, not theirs. 

¶ God has a plan for each of us. Whether they 

are remembered in a good way or a bad way is 

completely up to them. 

¶ Yes, they can. 

¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳΧ 

¶ How to handle responsibility by giving them 

responsibility to handle on their own. 

¶ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ōȅ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΧ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ǿǊƻƴƎΧ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΦ 

¶ How to do chores. 

¶ How to study the Bible. 

¶ How to save some of all the money they get. 

¶ How to use some of all money they get to help 

someone else. 

¶ How to use resources wisely. Whether money, 

time, energy, or abilitiesτuse it! 

¶ How to balance a checkbook. 

¶ How to take public transportation. 

¶ How to read a map. 

Equipping Your Children 

Before They Leave Homeτ 
By Suze Tolbert, slightly edited from an e-mail 
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M 
ath was never an easy subject for me in 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 
I tried, I never seemed to understand 
what the teacher wanted. I dreaded when 

we worked out problems on the board, I always made a 
mistake and the other children always snickered or had 
hurtful comments to make. The teachers always seemed 
at a loss of what to do to help me or any other student 
who could not keep up with the schedule they had writ-
ǘŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
want my own children to experience the dread of learn-
ing math; determining that things would be different for 
them I came up with some tips and now I hope that these 
suggestions might offer help and guidance if you know 
children who struggle with their math 
skills. 

My first tip: Make sure that your chil-
dren have breakfast before they start 
their day. Research has shown that 
your children will be more ready to 
learn if their nutritional needs are met. 
It is hard to concentrate on learning 
anything if their bellies are rumbling 
with hunger. 

2nd tip: Introduce the history of math 
to your childrenτwhen certain math inventions were 
made and by whom, the circumstances or need for the 
invention, how math is used through out the world. 

3rd tip: Make a game of learning facts. There are a lot of 
math games that will help your children enjoy learning, 
helping with the fundamental facts that they will need to 
know. Using games reduces the stress of the learning 
process and makes learning fun and not so boring or in-
timidating. 

4th tip: Use math in real life situations. Take the facts that 
your children are learning and bring them into situations 
that your children face every day. When cutting a pizza 
talk about the fractions you are making. If they are mak-
ing a purchase show them how to figure tax into the 
price. How many cookies will they need for each of their 

friends to have two? These can be ways to use math in 
their every day lives. 

5th tip: Use visual aids or manipulatives when teaching 
math. For some children using visual aids can make the 
difference between understanding and not understand-
ing the concepts that are being taught. As your children 
learn the skills they will become less dependent on the 
manipulatives. 

6th tip: Use food to teach math concepts. Whether it is 
candy, cereal, popcorn or pizza simple math facts are 
easy to manipulate so concepts can be seen. This also 
puts the child at ease which helps make learning easier. 

7th tip: When learning math there are many patterns but 
sometimes those are hard for a child to see. Pointing out 

these patterns can making math eas-
ier, this can be done using manipula-
tives such as money. Also help the 
child memorize the patternsτsuch as 
2s, 4s, 5s, 6s, 8s, 10s and work up 
from there. 

8th tip: Use music and songs to help 
your child with memorizing math 
facts. This tip was used by each of my 
children. They sang their way through 
their multiplication tables, square 

roots and there are even little ditties that help in Algebra 
and Geometry. 

9th tip: Mix it up. Use different medias when learning 
and doing math: computer software, worksheet pages, 
time racesτthese are all great ways to keep learning 
varied which will help the student from being bored and 
help with the learning process. 

10th tip: The buddy system is a great way to learn math 
facts. Kids can sometimes explain things to each other so 
they understand it better then any adult can. Helping 
one another learn solidifies the facts for each child. 

As you read over these tips I hope that you see at least 
one or two that you can implement to help make math 
fun for your own children. 

10 Tips for Making Math Fun 
By Shawn Synder, slightly edited for grammatical errors 

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/10-tips-for-making-math-fun/ 
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move! 

Consequences are one of the most significant thinking skills a 

child can gain. One option may seem to be attractive but we 

need to consider the results of following this choice while we 

can still correct what may ultimately be a bad decision. Boxes is 

a simple two player game where each player draws lines be-

tween dots on a piece of paper, hoping to complete more 

boxes than their opponent. Children will soon learn that draw-

ing a line in the wrong place can earn the other player a lot of 

boxes ς a lesson I learned one day when playing against one of 

my sons. During the game, children need to think about the 

consequences of every line they draw. It is much easier to learn 

this lesson now than later in life when the effect may be much 

more damaging. 

Linear Planning is the last of our important strat-

egy skills that can be learned playing games. We 

may have dreams that seem unattainable, such as 

strong family relationships or financial security. 

Linear Planning can help by reducing a complex 

goal into a series of much smaller and more man-

ageable steps. Tower of Hanoi Card Game is a two 

player game based on the puzzle of the same 

name, where nine cards are randomly dealt into 

three piles. The cards must be rearranged into 

order according to some simple rules. At first 

view it seems impossible to work out the game, 

until you use logic to consider the consequences of a move and 

break it down into smaller pieces. Instead of tackling the entire 

set of cards, try working with only two cards and get them into 

the right order. Using this approach my eleven year old son can 

now solve the game in less than ten minutes, although it has 

taken a lot of practice. 

Logic, Brainstorming, Consequences and Linear Planning are 

problem solving skills that all children should learn, to prepare 

them for their future. Many commercial games are available 

that can assist children to learn these skills, but free strategy 

games like Checkers, Chess, Boxes and Tower of Hanoi Card 

DŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜΦ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ 

T ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ good decisions. Yet, most people, myself included, 

tend to make decisions based on feelings rather than 

thought. While I know that vegetables are healthier for me 

than chocolate, I still prefer chocolate. What about you? 

Children who learn to develop good thinking skills while they 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

homeschoolers have an advantage, since we can focus on 

these skills every day. Four particular thinking skills that are 

important are: 

¶ Logic - using your mind rather than your heart 

¶ Brainstorming - investigating all possible choices, be-

yond the obvious ones 

¶ Consequences - looking carefully to see 

where each choice may lead 

¶ Linear Planning - breaking down a com-

plex task into a series of manageable steps 

Logic is the best way to decide between 

choices. A logical approach bypasses your emo-

tions and all their associated problems. You 

can still choose to follow your feelings, if you 

prefer, but at least now you know the rea-

soned and wisest choice. Children who play 

Checkers (also known as Draughts) soon dis-

cover that someone who plays logically will 

beat another player who chooses to move pieces at random. 

Brainstorming is a thinking skill where children learn to look 

beyond the first choice. While one short-term goal may seem 

desirable, it may lead to a bad decision in the long-term, or 

vice-versa. There may be easier or better ways of achieving 

goals by thinking through a variety of options. One example 

is from a Chess game in 1858 between Paul Morphy and two 

opponents who worked together. By his sixteenth move, he 

had lost his Queen, which is normally a very poor move and 

is generally avoided. However, he was looking at the long-

term goal of winning rather than the short-term goal of sav-

ing his Queen. As a result, he had been planning to lose his 

Queen so that he could win, which he did on his very next 

Strategy Games That Assist Children to Think Clearly 
By Andrew Low 

http://www.family-games-treasurehouse.com/ 

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/strategy-games-that-assist-children-to-think-clearly/ 
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C 
hoosing a spouse is the second biggest decision in 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜτthis is surpassed only by choosing to 

follow Christ. We must guide our children in this 

effort just as we lead them to Jesus. We often leave 

this important choice to themτǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƻǿƴΩ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

it ought to be. We need to teach them to count the cost. This 

is a Biblical principle to be used in any big decisionsτconsider 

the ramifications of choices. (Luke 14:28). The following notes 

ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

how to find a godly spouse.  

Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ 

child about finding a spouse? Proverbs 31 is a spouse-finding-

metric for a man. That is what the text was originally intended 

ǘƻ Řƻ όYƛƴƎ [ŜƳǳŜƭΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 

look for in a women), and not only as we most commonly use 

it today (what a woman should be). It sets the bar very high. 

Raised expectations by girls will mean men will rise to meet 

those expectations. The same holds true of young men for 

young ladies. If we lower the expectations, boys and girls will 

sink to those levels. It is inevitable! When does our teaching 

end? Are they on their own to find their life-partner? Think 

ŀōƻǳǘ WƻōΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƛƴǎτeven his 

grown childrenτwe can keep this involvement in our chil-

ŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŜŀǎǘτpray for them! (Job 1:4-5) 

Consider how we, as parents, can guide our children in this 

area by teaching them what to look for in a spouse and how 

to go about finding a spouse. Is finding a spouse a natural 

process? Should it be difficult, complex and one size fits all? 

This quest for a spouse has been a process in existence since 

the dawn of time; it is cross cultural and fundamentally the 

ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ .ƻȅ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƎƛǊƭΧ 

Do we need to try many before finding the right one? This is 

a man-made concept and it is not found anywhere in the Bi-

ble. Simply put, consider this quote from Little Women. Amy 

aŀǊŎƘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳƛǘƻǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ 

ƻƴŜΧƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜΗέΦ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ 

ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪπ

ing about rushing into a relationship before the time is right. 

You can get to know many young people of the opposite sex 

όŀǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎύ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜκŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨƎƻ ǎǘŜŀŘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴπ

volved with one after another weeding your way through the 

cast offs. 

Is there a right one? aŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

understand the phraseτbut there is a right one in many 

senses. There is the one that will be your soul mate (in the 

true sense of the word as in one-fleshτGenesis 2:24). Once 

ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ hb9Σ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

while there might not be one man specifically designed for 

one woman, you can be certain there are many wrong ones. 

Consider that you must be careful in your choice; you must 

never regret the one you chose because you simply MUST love 

the one you are with. This will be relatively easy if you choose 

a compatible spouse, and seemingly impossible if you choose 

badly. 

It is critical to remember that our capacity for love and mak-

ing love work has more to do with long term happiness than 

finding a perfect person. {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

great love once you are more likely to find another after the 

loss of a spouseτ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳŜΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 

foundation, our commitment, and yesτƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

(I Corinthians 13) Our attitude about our spouse, about mar-

riage and about family will affect our relationship with our 

spouse in ways that can make or break our relationship. 

Have we convoluted premarital relationships by loosing and 

ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ όƭƻƻǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀōǎǘŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƭŜǎƘƭȅ 

ƭǳǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŎƻƳōŀǘ 

the years of loosing)? Christians swing from seeing others of 

the opposite sex as potential crushes to not having any rela-

tionships at all with the opposite sex. Neither of these ideas is 

(Continued on page 7) 

Counting the Cost: Teaching Your 

Children to Find a Godly Spouse 
By Sally Anne Perz 

These are the notes from a ladies class I taught recently. We read all the verses aloud, 

though I have only referenced them here, I encourage you to read them! The power is al-

ways in the Word!!  


