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Top Ten Reasons 

to Homeschool 

A s I approach this topic, I realize how ridiculous it is to assume that 

I can write about “THE” Top 10 reasons to homeschool. One of the 

main reasons to homeschool your children is that you can be at 

the helm. You can do it for whatever reason you want in whatever way you 

want, so for me to assume that I could come up with the definitive top ten 

reasons seems kind of silly. My top 10 reasons are top ten for me. There 

are many homeschooling families I know whose reasons are vastly differ-

ent from mine. There are, undoubtedly, similar veins and similar convic-

tions behind the reasons that people choose to homeschool but if you took 

a moment to do the math on all the different reasons, it could get quite 

staggering. Though there is no way to know the number of homeschoolers 

(even in the U.S. alone), we can safely assume that there are hundreds of 

thousands of great reasons to homeschool even if we all only have one 

thing in common on our top 10 list. 

In order to lend a voice other than my own to the subject at hand, I de-

cided to gather a bit of information from other sources. During a recent 

field trip, I did an informal survey of some of my fellow homeschooling 

mothers (on a pontoon boat of all places — we were on a nature cruise, of 
(Continued on page 2) 

By Julie Clark  

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/top-10-reasons-to-homeschool/ 
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course!) and I asked them why it was that they 

had decided to homeschool. Some of their an-

swers were funny. Some were sober. The com-

mon thread however was that all of them were 

passionate about why they were walking this 

road. We talked at length but here are ten of the 

reasons that stuck with me from our conversa-

tion: 

1. “I want to be the one who sees the “aha” mo-

ments in my children. I don’t want to have to 

hear about what they learned in school that 

day (if they even remember to tell me). I 

want to be a part of that, witness and en-

courage it. I can’t outsource those moments. 

I’m selfish like that.” 

2. “I didn’t want my kid standing in line all day! 

We went and visited several schools before 

we made the decision to homeschool and I 

noticed something that all of them had in 

common. Everywhere I went, I saw endless 

lines of kids! They were waiting in line for 

their teacher to pick them up from one class 

and go to another. They were waiting in line 

to eat lunch. They were waiting in line to go 

to the bathroom. I started to wonder, ‘How 

much time a day did they spend standing in 

lines?’ I also heard the hauntingly familiar 

“We’re not going anywhere until everyone is 

in line quiet and is standing still!’ and I was 

instantly taken back to my own school experi-

ence. Standing in line was one of my least 

favorite things to do when I was in school, I 

didn’t want my kid having to do that all day! 

(Continued from page 1) 

3. “I’ve been in the teaching world. I know how 

the school system works. I know how it takes 

an act of congress to get curriculum changed if 

something’s not working. I wanted have the 

authority to say, ‘You know what, this is not 

working for you, is it? Let’s do something dif-

ferent’ and not have to wait until failure upon 

failure revealed that this was not the route to 

go. If we see that something is not speaking to 

our homeschooled children, we have the free-

dom to go another route. I think that’s huge.” 

4. “If anyone’s going to be indoctrinating my chil-

dren, it’s gonna be ME.” 

5. “I want my children to grow up together. I want 

to provide an environment in which our family 

is not separated for the majority of the day, 5 

days a week, 9 months out of the year. 

Homeschooling allows my children to grow up 

together. That’s important to us.” 

6. “I want to be the one to answer my child’s 

questions about life and about the world. I 

want to know their thoughts, their worries, 

their big ideas. My children are my greatest 

treasure and I want to cherish the time I have 

with them.” 

7. “I want to know what my children are being 

taught and the perspective from which they 

are being taught and I don’t want to feel like I 

have to go and un-do things that they’ve 

learned. Children spend 14,000 seat hours in 

schools. FOURTEEN THOUSAND. How on earth 

could I really be involved and aware of what’s 

being poured into their hearts and minds when 

(Continued on page 3) 
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they’re gone from me and under the influ-

ence of hundreds (even thousands) of oth-

ers? It’s implausible to think that even if I 

were the president of the PTA or room 

mother of the year that I would be as in-

volved as I want to be so instead, I teach 

them at home.” 

8. “I am an adoptive parent. We went halfway 

around the world to get these children 

home. Something about sending them away 

for the majority of their childhood just didn’t 

seem right.” 

9. “The school systems here are not to our sat-

isfaction and private school is not economi-

cally feasible for our family.” 

10. “What if you were looking at a brochure for 

a school that claimed it offered: ‘Class ratios 

as low as 1:1, individualized education plans 

tailored to the strengths, needs and prefer-

ences of each child in the program. Weekly 

field trips to nature centers, state parks, art 

museums, historical sites. Classroom instruc-

tion that is in line with your family’s world 

view and core values. A flexible schedule 

that allows for family cohesiveness.’ Would 

you jump at the chance to put your children 

there? I know I would and that’s exactly 

what we did. Homeschooling lives up to all 

of those claims.” 

So there you have it. Not necessarily “THE TOP 

TEN”, but very wonderful reasons nonetheless. 

Are you thinking of homeschooling? What are 

YOUR reasons? 

(Continued from page 2) 

Please pray for these individuals and their families 

who are suffering as a result of cancer... 

Let my prayer be set before thee as incense, and the 

lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice 

—Psalms 141:2 

And the smoke of the incense, which came with the 

prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 

the angel’s hand 

—Revelation 8:4 

Robin Kelly (hslist mom) 

Valerie Collier (hslist mom)  

Frances Robson (hslist mom) 

Sharon Meine (hslist grandma)  

Richie Glatz (hslist dad)  

Deanna Judy (hslist mom)  

Stacy King Family (hslist friend)  

Floyd Soliday (hslist friend)  

Prayer List 

Back Issues Available: Dave Pratte has updated the 

back issues of Family Times on the web site at 

www.gospelway.com/familytimes and has it set so a 

password is not needed (since Family Times is now 

free). This means that you can access back issues as 

well as the file of curricula reviews on the web site 

without a password! This is a great resource! 

https://www.gospelway.com/familytimes
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W e are a family of four. My husband is origi-

nally from the Maltese Islands, speaks Eng-

lish and knows Maltese, Italian, and conversational 

Spanish. I was born in Madrid, Spain. I talk to our 

daughters, both Texans, in Spanish and teach them 

in English too, of course. 

We attend the Cy Fair congrega-

tion in the Houston area where 

all of us serve the Lord in our 

abilities. My husband brought 

me the Gospel when he met 

me. I started to attend services, 

hear and learn the Word of 

God, and obeyed the Gospel in 

a few months. One year later 

we married. We have two won-

derful daughters, Natalia 5, and 

Victoria 3. We are so blessed 

and very glad that we can 

homeschool them in America— 

and that Texas is such a great 

state in which to homeschool. 

Homeschooling exists in Spain 

(not in Malta), but they face a 

much more hostile environment and are forced by 

law and different pressures to follow the public 

school pattern of teaching their children. They 

have a hard time receiving diplomas and getting 

access to college since they have declined the only 

known public school route. We are thrilled to live 

in the States and to be part of America now. The 

freedom and liberties our founding fathers fought 

for are surely something we try not to take for 

granted in our household. 

Our approach to education is Christian based and 

eclectic for everything else (curriculum, principles, 

activities, approach). We follow the Bible and we 

also enjoy the advice of authors such as Ruth 

Beechick, Charlotte Mason, and 

many wise families we know 

and who tell us how to raise our 

daughters as faithful Christian 

ladies and responsible citizens. 

Our girls are young and we be-

lieve at this age we need no for-

mal curriculum. These are the 

years to teach them about the 

love and fear of the Lord, going 

outdoors, playing, cooking, and 

other skills and habits. We are a 

family without cable TV, we 

only watch movies we find ap-

propriate for the girls, for the 

most part we ban Hollywood 

and Disney. We try to give the 

girls an example of modesty and 

frugality in our daily life.  

It was the Lord who in His infinite wisdom and love 

told us in the Bible to teach the children about Him 

at all times, as we read in Deuteronomy 6. We find 

homeschooling a wonderful avenue to accomplish 

His will. 

www.educandoenelhogar.blogspot.com 

Family Profiles: Meet the Cachia Family 

http://www.educandoenelhogar.blogspot.com
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She seeks wool and flax, 

And willingly works with her hands. 

She is like the merchant ships, 

She brings her food from afar. 

She also rises while it is yet night, 

And provides food for her household, 

And a portion for her maidservants. 

She considers a field and buys it; 

From her profits she plants a vineyard. 

She girds herself with strength, 

And strengthens her arms. 

She perceives that her merchandise is good,  

And her lamp does not go out by night. 

She stretches out her hands to the distaff,  

And her hand holds the spindle. 

She extends her hand to the poor, 

Yes she reaches out her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid of snow for her household,  

For all her household is clothed with scarlet. 

She makes tapestry for herself; 

Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the gates, 

When he sits among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them,  

And supplies sashes for the merchants. 

Strength and honor are her clothing; 

She shall rejoice in time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, 

And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 

(Continued on page 6) 

“So, where are you going to college?” 

“I’m not planning on going to college. I actually 

want to be a homemaker. It’s career enough for 

me!” 

“Oh, really?” 

I’ve gone through this many times. On most 

faces there is surprise. A few have been down-

right disapproving. And some are interested in 

this “new” concept of homemaking. In Proverbs 

31:10-31, we read of “the virtuous wife,” also 

known as “the worthy woman.” 

“Who can find a virtuous wife? 

For her worth is far above rubies. 

The heart of her husband safely trusts her;  

So he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good and not evil 

All the days of her life. 

Homemaking: A Career Option— 

a homeschooled daughter’s perspective 
By Hannah Perz 
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She watches over the ways of her household,  

And does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her blessed;  

Her husband also, and he praises her: 

‘Many daughters have done well, 

But you excel them all.’ 

Charm is deceitful and beauty passing, 

But a woman who fears the Lord,  

she shall be praised. 

Give her the fruit of her hands, 

And let her own works praise her in 

the gates.” 

In Biblical times, women rarely had a 

career in addition to homemaking. 

These wives and mothers had plenty 

of household responsibilities, choos-

ing to labor and serve instead of eat-

ing the bread of idleness. In these 

passages, we see that this woman 

literally worked from the home. She 

made clothing for her family and 

others, planted a vineyard, and made tapes-

tries. All the while, this wife cared for her own 

family. Being a homemaker is having a career at 

home. 

Society today does not approach homemaking 

as a career option. Instead, most mothers do 

the bare minimum of housekeeping, seeking to 

fill their time with activities outside of their 

homes. It’s nearly unheard of to call homemak-

ing a career. Homemakers are rarely ever con-

sidered “professionals.” Most people cannot 

(Continued from page 5) 

even comprehend what a woman would find to 

do at home all day. 

Not only can you keep a beautiful and clean 

home, if given the time and effort, but you can 

serve in various capacities (visiting the elderly, 

cooking meals for the sick and shut-in, helping 

the needy, and reaching out to believers and un-

believers alike.) With so many women working 

outside the home, and hardly having time to 

cook for their own households, hospi-

tality has become a lost art. 

Choosing not to go to college is not a 

backward step, as some might think. 

If a girl were to go to college for four 

years, and come out with a degree, 

what would be the next expected 

step? It would be to go out into the 

world as a successful “career 

woman.” However, if a girl went to 

college for four years and came out 

with a degree (that could not be used from the 

home), and then proceeded to do nothing with 

it, she may have just wasted four years, and a 

great deal of money. In addition, the debt result-

ing from this may be a large burden on her fam-

ily. The fact is, many career women are com-

pletely content with their career, and are not 

interested in homemaking. Having found such 

“fulfillment” in their careers, they have difficulty 

finding fulfillment in their own homes. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Choosing not to go to college may allow a young 

lady to use those years to prepare for eventually 

keeping a home, and family. There are many 

hobbies that can be found for a woman who 

keeps her home (writing, art, music, photogra-

phy, teaching her children, etc.). “Higher de-

grees” are not necessary when it comes to being 

a professional and fulfilled homemaker. With 

wise council, and good planning, many women 

with children have been able to continue home-

making, and have not been forced to abandon 

their homes, even in the face of tragedy— the 

loss of a husband to death or desertion. 

We need to be teaching our daughters that 

homemaking is a valid career option. Whatever 

the world might expect, our daughters should be 

comfortable and assured in making the decision 

to stay away from the temptation that a 

“professional” college degree inevitably brings— 

the temptation to go out into the work force, 

leaving their husbands and children to fend for 

themselves. 

Homemaking is not about dirty dishes and loads 

of laundry. It’s about creating a clean and com-

fortable atmosphere for your family. It’s about 

giving yourself and your family a haven. It’s 

about having the time and energy to dedicate 

yourself to being a godly helpmeet to your hus-

band. It’s about being a happy and available 

mother to your children. It’s about fulfilling the 

purpose that God gave woman. It’s about being 

a worthy woman. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Education and Training: None 

Salary: None 

Employment Outlook: Excellent 

Definition and Nature of the Work  

People who take care of households for them-

selves and for the 

other people who 

live with them are 

called homemak-

ers. They are re-

sponsible for man-

aging the re-

sources of their 

household. Home-

makers may also perform general housekeeping 

chores and personal services, or they may assign 

them to other members of the household. Some-

times they employ people outside the household 

to do these tasks. Every household is unique, 

and the duties of each homemaker vary accord-

ing to the ages, habits, needs, and incomes of 

the people in the household. 

Homemakers are generally responsible for keep-

(Continued on page 8) 

Homemaker  

Job Description:  

Career as a Homemaker, Salary, 

Employment - Definition and Na-

ture of the Work, Education and 

Training Requirements, Getting the 

Job 
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ing their homes clean and running smoothly. 

They decide what cleaning jobs need to be 

done, and they arrange to have them com-

pleted. Cleaning tasks may include dusting, 

sweeping, making beds, washing and waxing 

floors, vacuuming, and a wide variety of other 

chores. Many homemakers also make sure 

that clothing and household items 

are laundered, dry-cleaned, or 

mended when needed. In many 

cases, they shop for food, clothing, 

and other household needs. Home-

makers often plan, cook, and serve 

many of the meals for their house-

holds. Sometimes they make ar-

rangements to have others cook 

meals in the home or to buy meals 

from outside sources. 

Maintaining the household budget may be an-

other responsibility of homemakers. They may 

take care of bills, banking, tax filing, and other 

financial matters. They often are responsible 

for day-to-day expenses, and they sometimes 

do long-range financial planning for their 

households. With other household members 

they make decisions about buying insurance, 

taking vacations, getting loans, and other im-

portant matters. Consumer skills are very im-

portant in making these decisions concerning 

the use of a household's resources. 

In households with young children, homemak-

ers have a great deal of responsibility for their 

care. If the children are very young, homemak-

(Continued from page 7) 

ers may feed, dress, and bathe them. As the 

children are growing, homemakers are respon-

sible for creating a happy, healthy environment 

that will foster positive emotional and physical 

development. They may teach the children 

good health and personal habits, and make 

sure that they have proper medical and dental 

care. They may help them with their home-

work. As the children grow older, 

homemakers spend less time over-

seeing them. In some cases home-

makers care for adult members of 

the household who are ill or infirm. 

Many homemakers drive household 

members to and from their daily ac-

tivities. They may also have cars ser-

viced. Some do minor repairs on cars 

and household appliances. 

Improving the appearance of their homes may 

be another household responsibility. Home-

makers often decorate their houses or apart-

ments. They may paint or paper walls and ceil-

ings, apply floor coverings, or refinish furniture. 

Sometimes they care for lawns and gardens. 

Often homemakers arrange to have these jobs 

done by outside contractors. 

http://careers.stateuniversity.com/pages/308

/Homemaker.html 

Editor’s note: I found this definition/explanation 

online. It is quite amusing in light of Hannah’s 

article so I thought I’d include it! And, of course, 

add home schooling to that long list!! 
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Playdough 

2 c. flour 

1 c. salt 

4 tsp. cream of tartar 

2 c. water with food  

coloring 

2 tbsp. vegetable oil 

Mix all ingredients together in a non-stick sauce pan. 

Cook over medium heat until mixture becomes a hard 

ball. Knead while warm for a smoother consistency. 

Recipe can easily be doubled or cut in half. 

Flubber 

1 1/2 c. warm water 

2 c. white school glue 

1 1/3 c. warm water 

3 tsp. Borax 

Food coloring 

Mix 1 1/2 cups warm water, glue, and food coloring 

together. In a separate bowl, mix 1 1/3 cups warm 

water and Borax together. Pour the glue mixture into 

the Borax mixture and take out of the bowl to knead 

until flubber is soft and consistent in form. Store in 

Ziploc bag or tightly sealed container. This stuff is 

really fun! 

Homemade Bubble Solution 

1 c. water 

2 tbsp. light corn syrup 

1/3 c. dishwashing liquid 

Combine all ingredients. Mix solution well and allow 

to sit for 1 hour before using. Cover and label any left-

over solution and store in the refrigerator. 

A ll preschoolers love arts and crafts activi-

ties. With a little preparation, you can save 

money and have fun by making your own 

paste, playdough, and finger paints for all your pre-

schooler’s craft projects. Let your child help you 

measure and stir for a fun learning activity! 

Finger Painting 

1/2 c. cornstarch 

1 1/2 tbsp. sugar 

1/2 tsp. salt 

1 c. cold water 

Food coloring 

In a medium sauce pan, mix all the ingredients to-

gether. Cook over low heat 10 to 15 minutes, stir-

ring until mixture is smooth and thick. Cool. Sepa-

rate into storage containers and add food coloring 

as desired. 

Pudding Finger Painting 

Pudding 

Vinyl tablecloth 

This activity is fun for all, and safe for young chil-

dren who can’t help but put their fingers in their 

mouth. Cover a table with a vinyl tablecloth. Put 

some pudding at each child’s place. Let them play! 

Homemade Paste 

1/2 c. flour 

Cold water 

Add some cold water to the 1/2 cup flour until it is 

as thick as cream. Simmer and stir on stove for 5 

minutes. Store in refrigerator in an airtight con-

tainer when not in use. Boiled paste lasts longer 

and sticks better than no-cook paste. 

Preschool Recipes for Fun 
By Rachel Paxton 

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/preschool-recipes-for-fun/ 
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find those who homeschool near you. 

If there isn’t a current homeschool group in your 

own area, consider starting your own. Hang fliers on 

community boards, churches, and any place where 

people go. See what sort of a response you get. 

Homeschool groups can vary from a list of contacts 

for support and socializing, to a formal structure 

where families meet at set times. They are handy for 

advice, support, friendship, and the sharing of skills. 

If a parent is proficient in a particu-

lar area, they may want to run a 

class for several children on that 

topic. It also becomes a cost-

effective option to create small 

groups for tutoring in specialized 

subjects such as sports, chemistry, 

biology, manual arts, maths, physics, 

etc. 

You can participate as much, or as little, as you wish 

with your homeschool group, but you will know how 

to get into contact with other homeschooling fami-

lies should you ever want or need. 

Extracurricular Activities 

Today school districts no longer dominate the extra-

curricular market. There are a lot of community 

(Continued on page 11) 

P 
erhaps the biggest concern your family 

and friends will express when you tell 

them that you are going to homeschool is 

how your children are going to learn to socialize 

with their peers if they are not in school. This is a 

common fear, and it can be valid in some cases, 

but for most of the homeschooling families that I 

know, or have met, it is a misplaced fear. 

There are several ways to ensure that your child 

has every opportunity to develop 

into a well-adjusted member of 

society, with friends of many ages. 

And this interaction doesn’t neces-

sarily need to involve a single 

school district, school or overbear-

ing teacher — I promise! 

Study Groups and Communal Learning 

With homeschooling becoming a popular and 

more main-stream choice, a lot of churches have 

begun welcoming homeschooling groups to come 

and use their facilities. Fortunately, these 

homeschool groups are not hard to find. You can 

Google the subject and get many good results, or 

also check in with your state homeschooling asso-

ciation to find local groups in your area. Online 

homeschool forums are another excellent place to 

connect with other homeschooling families and to 

Socialization Opportunities for 

the Homeschooled Child 
By Melissa Murdoch 

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/socialization-opportunities-for-the-homeschooled-child/ 
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based organizations that your child can participate 

and socialize in. Joining these groups allows your 

child to make friends, learn a skill, keep fit, and 

sample different activities to find their own inter-

ests and talents. If you have a local homeschooling 

association, this is a great place to start. 

Homeschooling parents are usually well-researched 

into what is available in their local area. Other fami-

lies, community centers, even the local council, are 

all good places to find out what activities are avail-

able in your town. If your town has a directory, this 

is even better. 

Keep in mind, however, that most school districts 

will (for a fee of course) allow your child to partici-

pate in sports and music etc. Feel free to explore 

that option in addition to exploring private schools 

and community colleges in the area who will, for 

the same small fee, allow you to drop-into their ac-

tivities as well. These are also great resources for 

extra classes you may need help with as well, so 

keep that in mind as a note. 

Other Events: 

Don’t forget to utilize bookstore events, library 

events, and any other children/teen events to so-

cialize (and treat!) your child or teen. Look for post-

ings and newsletters to find these. If you don’t ask 

you may not know that your local community cen-

ters, for example, holds a year-long sporting pro-

gram, as well as arts and crafts lessons. Many towns 

also have a theatre group, where your child can par-

ticipate on stage or behind the scenes. 

Don’t forget that even ‘just playing’ has great value 

to your child’s mental and emotional well-being. 

Playgrounds are a great place where kids can just 

(Continued from page 10) 

meet and play and expend that excess energy. Send 

the teens off to the movies and the mall; it’s OK, not 

every hour of the day need be spent learning. These 

experiences are all helpful to creating a well-

rounded and adjusted young adult when you’re 

done. Also, there is nothing to say that you can’t ask 

for a written or oral movie review when they re-

turn! 

In conclusion, there are a variety of socialization 

resources around you if you spend the time to look. 

The result is that you will find a place where your 

child fits in and has fun. That is something every lov-

ing parent wants for their child. 

HSLDA Social Services 

Contact Policy 
We desire to advise our members in every contact 

with a social worker and/or police officer in investi-

gations resulting from allegations of abuse or ne-

glect. If homeschooling is an issue, we will represent 

our member families until the issue is resolved. On 

Fourth Amendment unreasonable search and sei-

zure issues, HSLDA will advise our members when-

ever the privacy of their home is violated by forced 

or coerced entry for the purpose of an unsubstanti-

ated investigation. HSLDA membership benefits do 

not extend to court actions resulting from non-

homeschooling matters. However, in circumstances 

where there is a clear violation of the Fourth 

Amendment, HSLDA may, as we have done in the 

past, choose to take the case in an effort to estab-

lish legal precedent. 

By Christopher J. Klicka, Senior Counsel for the 
Home School Legal Defense Association 
April 19, 2006—used with permission from HSLDA 
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allow the social worker to come inside the home. A 

warrant requires a probable cause which does not 

include an anonymous tip or a mere suspicion. This 

is guaranteed under the Fourth Amendment of the 

U.S. Constitution as interpreted by the courts. 

4. Sometimes it is advisable to allow social workers 

to talk with children, particularly where severe alle-

gations are involved. In these instances, an attor-

ney, chosen by the parent, usually is present. At 

other times, HSLDA has had children stand by the 

door of the home and greet the social worker, but 

not be subject to any questioning. Nevertheless, 

federal law requires all social workers to tell you the 

specific allegations at the “initial time of contact.” 

5. Tell the official that you will call back after you 

speak with your attorney. If you are a member, call 

HSLDA. In many cases, HSLDA attorneys are able to 

solve the the situation immediately. Most cases are 

resolved within a few weeks. A small percentage of 

cases go to court. Cases that do go to court and in-

volve homeschooling are often handled by HSLDA. 

The remaining cases are referred to other attor-

neys. 

6. Ignore intimidations. Social workers often bluff. 

They will routinely threaten to acquire a court or-

der, knowing full well that there is no evidence on 

which to secure an order. In 99 percent of the con-

tacts that HSLDA handles, the threats turn out to be 

bluffs. However, it is always important to secure an 

attorney or HSLDA in these matters, since there are 

occasions where social workers are able to obtain a 

(Continued on page 13) 

M ore and more frequently, homeschoolers 

are turned in on child abuse hotlines to so-

cial service agencies. Families who do not like 

homeschoolers can make an anonymous phone call 

to the child abuse hotline and fabricate abuse sto-

ries about homeschoolers. The social worker then 

has an obligation to investigate. Each state has a 

different policy for social workers, but generally 

they want to come into the family’s home and 

speak with the children separately. To allow either 

of these to occur involves great risk to the family. 

The homeschool parent, however, should be very 

cautious when an individual identifies himself as a 

social worker. In fact, there are several tips that a 

family should follow: 

1. Always get the business card of the social 

worker, in case you or an attorney representing you 

wishes to contact the social worker later. If the 

situation is hostile, immediately call HSLDA and 

hand the phone out the door so an HSLDA lawyer 

can talk to the social worker. We have a 24-hour 

emergency number. 

2. Find out the allegations. Social workers fre-

quently tell the families they can only give the alle-

gations after they have come into the home and 

spoken to the children separately, but this is not 

true, according to federal law. 

3. You do not have to let the social worker in your 

house without a warrant or court order, unless 

there is a true emergency in your home. When chil-

dren are taken from the home, it is usually because 

families waived their Fourth Amendment right to be 

free from such searches and seizures by agreeing to 
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court order with flimsy evidence. 

7. Offer to give the officials the following support-

ing evidence: 

a. A statement from your doctor, after he has ex-

amined your children, if the allegations involve 

some type of physical abuse; 

b. References from individuals who can vouch for 

your being good parents; 

c. Evidence of the legality of your homeschool pro-

gram. 

8.  Bring a tape recorder and/or witnesses to any 

subsequent meeting. The discussion at the meeting 

should be limited to the specific allegations and of-

ten you should avoid telling them about past events 

beyond what they know. Anonymous tips are all 

that a social worker has, which is not sufficient to 

take a family to court. What you give them can and 

will be used against you. 

9. Inform your church, and put the investigation on 

your prayer chain. Over and over again, HSLDA has 

seen God deliver homeschoolers from scary scenar-

ios. 

10.  Avoid potential situations which could lead to a 

child welfare investigation. 

a. Do public relations with your immediate 

neighbors and acquaintances regarding the legality 

and success of homeschooling. 

b. Do not spank children in public. 

c. Do not spank a child who is not your own unless 

his or her parents are close Christian friends. 

d. Avoid leaving young children at home alone, or 

in an automobile. 

In order for a social worker to get a warrant to 

(Continued from page 12) come and enter a home and interview children sepa-

rately, he is normally required, by both statute and 

the U.S. Constitution, to prove that there is some 

cause. This is a term that is synonymous with the 

term probable cause. Probable cause or cause shown 

is reliable evidence which must be corroborated by 

other evidence if the tip is anonymous. In other 

words, an anonymous tip alone and mere suspicion 

is not enough for a social worker to obtain a warrant. 

There have been some homeschooling families who 

have been faced with a warrant even though there 

was not probable cause. HSLDA has been able to 

overturn these in court so that the order to enter the 

home was never carried out. If it cannot be resolved, 

which it normally can be in most instances by 

HSLDA's involvement, the family is responsible for 

hiring their own attorney. 

HSLDA is beginning to work with states to reform the 

child welfare laws to guarantee more freedom for 

parents and better protection for their parental 

rights. HSLDA will be sending out e-lerts to its mem-

bers in various states where such legislation is 

drafted and submitted as a bill. 

For further information on how to deal with social 

workers, HSLDA recommends The Right Choice: The 

Incredible Failure of Public Education and the Rising 

Hope of Home Schooling, which was written with the 

intention of informing home-school parents of their 

rights in order to prevent them from becoming a sta-

tistic. Federal statistics have shown that up to 60 

percent of children removed from homes, upon later 

review, should never have been removed. The child 

welfare system is out of control and we need to be 

prepared. 

By Christopher J. Klicka, Senior Counsel for the 
Home School Legal Defense Association 
April 19, 2006—used with permission from HSLDA 


