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Are You  
Forwarding Folklore? 

W 
e often teach our children to discern between fantasy and real-

ity from a young age. We enjoy fables, fairy tales, tall tales, oral 

legends, mythology and folk storiesτcarefully and diligently 

offering disclaimers to assure that our little ones know these 

are fictional tales. We take care to explain the difference between fiction and real-

ity. Additionally, while unbelievers categorize the Bible as fiction, we teach our 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ ²Ŝ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ 

it. We often teach them to discern truth from error.  

Unfortunately, for many, this teaching does not include folklore of a different sort. 

The teaching breaks down when it comes to electronic communication. Anyone 

who spends time communicating via e-mail and blogging will know of instances in 

which folklore is shared as truth. This folklore is referred to as urban legends. This 

folklore is alive and well and keeps servers busy all over the world. This folklore 

fills up e-mail boxes and is forwarded by homeschool parents and their children. 

Urban legends are stories that often have some truth and a great deal of fiction. If 

you have e-mail, you have most likely received an urban legend. Any time you re-

ceive an account or story in your e-mail box, particularly in the form of a for-

warded e-mail, you will need to discern whether it is true before sharing it. How 

do you identify an urban legend? Here are a few things characteristic of urban leg-

ends. 

¶ They may sound real.  

¶ They may warn of dangers.  

(Continued on page 2) 

By Sally Anne Perz 
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¶ They may seek to inspire.  

¶ They are often accompanied by a personal 

commendation.  

¶ They are sent in the body of an e-mail (usually 

a forward).  

¶ They often request further forwarding, and 

sometimes the recipient is warned about 

breaking the chain.  

¶ They can be about nearly any topic: missing 

children, raising money for cancer, safety in 

ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎΣ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎΣ b!{!Ωǎ ǾŜǊƛŦƛπ

Ŏŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ Χ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

world of urban legends. 

Why is this important to note from the perspective of 

homeschooling parents? Our influence can be lost with 

the touch of a key. With the touch of a key others may 

lose respect for us and assume that we are unable to 

discern truth from error. With the touch of a key others 

may assume that we are gullible or ignorant. Whether 

the assumptions are on target or not, they will be 

made. It may be unpleasant and it may be unfair, but 

homeschooling parents are often held under a micro-

scope by family and friends who are not quite sure they 

are up to the task. We can make a difference in how 

others see us by being careful about the choices we 

make when it comes to our electronic communications. 

We need to be careful about what we accept as truth 

and we most definitely need to be careful about what 

we share with others. Are you sharing lies? Are you able 

to discern? Do you believe that your influence as a 

homeschooling parent can be compromised? Aside 

from integrity in all of your electronic communications, 

consider the idea of forwarding e-mails. 

Please be careful about hitting the forward button! If 

ȅƻǳ ŘŜŜƳ ƛǘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƭƛƴƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

have a link, check out the material on one of the Urban 

(Continued from page 1) 

Legend sites and then reformat it in a new e-mail and 

ǎŜƴŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

have the original source, you should not send it period. 

¶ The general rule of thumb is that circulating any 

e-mail petition/forwarded e-mail is useless.  

¶ Sending forwarded e-mails and signing e-mail 

petitions is not a tried and true method of ac-

tivism.  

¶ If you remember that most forwards have a 

touch of truth and a pile of lies, you will easily 

remember not to forward them. 

¶ Here are some places you can look to educate 

yourself on urban legends.  

¶ www.snopes.com 

¶ http://urbanlegends.about.com/ 

¶ http://www.truthorfiction.com/  

This is a valuable lesson to learn and it is critical that you 

teach it to your childrenτtoo many are not discerning 

truth from lies and are forwarding lies to others. How 

many innocent children are being led to believe error of 

various sorts because they have not been taught to dis-

cern. Some of the forwards my children have received 

(and immediately discerned to be false) have been origi-

nally sent by parents. This makes the parents look quite 

ignorant and gullible in the eyes of the worldτmany of 

these things are forwarded to unbelievers and the weak 

and undiscerning.  

Remember that part of the first sin was Satan giving Eve a 

bit of truth and a bit of a lie. Our children need to flee the 

wiles of Satan in ANY form. Please be discerning and 

teach your children to be discerning. Ignorance will ruin 

our influence as we try to shine our light.  

I realize that some may not grasp the importance of 

thisτǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭƻǎŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ 

with unbelievers because of this very thing.   

http://www.snopes.com
http://urbanlegends.about.com/
http://www.truthorfiction.com/
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C 
lint's Story: A Public Schoolteacher's Case 

for Homeschooling by John Evans is in-

tended to serve as a defense of 

homeschooling as a well as a practical guide to edu-

cating children at home. 

Evans argues that parents should have the right to 

choose the best education model for their children 

and that homeschooling is often a superior choice. 

Originally skeptical about homeschooling, Evans 

reconsidered his position after his son, Clint, was 

diagnosed with attention-deficit hyperactivity disor-

der (ADHD). The book recounts how Clint struggled 

in school despite hard work and a great attitude. 

Desperate to help their son, Evans and his wife, 

Robin, brought Clint home and taught him them-

selves, a journey that offered unexpected chal-

lenges and rewards. Now a published author and 

craftsman, Clint is portrayed as an example of the 

potential benefits of home education. 

"Clint's story shows how we successfully 

homeschooled our son even though he faced some 

special challenges," Evans says. "The experience 

taught us that homeschooling is a viable - and often 

superior - option for many parents and children." 

The book blends autobiographical accounts of the 

Evans' experiences along with perspectives and in-

formation on how to educate children outside the 

public school system. It also addresses common 

objections to homeschooling and provides explana-

tions for why public schools may not be meeting 

certain children's needs, among other topics. 

Clint's Story: A Public Schoolteacher's Case for 

Homeschooling is available for sale online at Ama-

zon.com and other channels. 

About the Author 

John Evans is a minister, writer and former public 

school teacher. A graduate of Southwest Texas 

State University, Evans earned a master's degree 

and taught language arts in the public schools of 

Texas for 12 years before moving into full-time min-

istry. He is the author of another book, How to 

Study the Bible: A Discussion and Workbook in 12 

Lessons. He resides in San Antonio with his wife 

Robin and their sons Clint and Cody. 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

John Evans 

Email: 8jne1958@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: (210) 681-6317 

http://www.amazon.com/Clints-Story-Public-

Schoolteachers-Homeschooling/dp/144867980X 

Clint's Story: A Public 
Schoolteacher's Case for 
Homeschooling  
by John Evans  
an autobiographical account of one family's experiences with 
education at home 

SAN ANTONIO (MMD Newswire) November 11, 2009 
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School where he would play his preferred position as 

quarterback.  

When it came time for college, he chose to attend the 

University of Florida over the University of Alabama. 

He was named the starting quarterback his sopho-

more year, the same year he won the Heisman Tro-

phy.  

In 2008, he lead the Gators to a national title, but 

what he does off the field is pretty amazing, too.  

Tim is an active member of Goodwill Gators at the 

University of Florida. Through this organization, he 

has volunteered his time with the Children's Miracle 

Network. He's also been on three summer mission 

trips to the Philippines with his dad and recently went 

back during his spring break.  

He and his team stayed at the orphanage, spoke in 

surrounding schools and markets, and conducted 

medical clinics with local doctors. In all, they 

preached to 6,915 people.  

Tim often quotes a verse from the Bible, Philippians 

4:13, which credits the true source of his strength: "I 

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Tim loves football, but knows that his career will end 

someday. His faith, however, will never end.  

L 
eader. Playmaker. Passionate. Confident. Su-

per Man. People use all these words to de-

scribe Tim Tebow. The University of Florida 

quarterback is one of the best college football 

players of his time, but he is much more than a foot-

ball player.  

He is a man on a mission of faith every day. Although 

football is important to Tim, his priorities that precede 

football are faith, family and academics.  

Tim was born on Aug. 14, 1987, to Bob and Pam Te-

bow, who were serving as Christian missionaries in the 

Philippines at the time. While pregnant, Pam suffered 

a life-threatening infection. Doctors expected a still 

birth and recommended an abortion to protect her 

life. She, however, carried Tim to term, and both sur-

vived.  

Tim and his other siblings were home-schooled by 

their mother, which meant that Tim couldn't play high 

school sports. However, in 1996, legislation was 

passed in Florida allowing home-schooled students to 

compete in local high school sports.  

The Tebows lived in Jacksonville, Fla., and Tim played 

linebacker and tight end for the local Trinity Christian 

Academy for one season. He transferred to Nease High 

Homeschool Success Story: 

Star quarterback's strength 

resides in his Christian 

faith τOriginally Printed in The Huntsville Times 

Homeschoolers in the News 
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read, any projects, what quality of work, etc. In our case, 

we awarded one full credit for completing the apologia 

science textbook, another for completing Saxon Algebra, 

and a half credit in geometry for Keys to Geometry. 

Proficiency: Proficiency is based on reaching a given level 

of skill- so if you're teaching a foreign language, you could 

choose to award a credit when the student can read a 

specified book in a foreign language, or pass a given test, 

or hold a conversation with a native speaker. 

Time: I personally believe that homeschooling is so much 

more concentrated that a homeschooled student gets as 

much instructional value in 30 minutes (or less) as a pub-

lic schooled student does in 45 minutes, so if I were 

awarding credits based on time I would take this into ac-

count.τWendi Capehart 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ  

¶ I used something similar to what Natalie and Wendi 

suggest when doing a transcript for our oldest re-

cently. It was accepted with no problem.  

¶ I used the transcripts from the HSLDA siteτone on 

excel that calculated GPAτvery handy and another 

with a nicer look. I simply used what I liked from each 

one to create my own. 

¶ Our state does not require documentationτaside 

from attendance (sent to an umbrella school). Be cer-

tain you check your state laws/criteria for graduation. 

M 
y minimal and general guidelines for receiv-

ing one high school credit for high school 

transcripts are one of the following: 

¶ at least 2/3s of a text book completed 

¶ 120 daily logged/recorded entries for a subject area 

¶ 120 logged hours of study (equivalent to 180 days of 

45 minute class periods) 

¶ a 10 page (minimum 2500 words composition) re-

search paper/project with at least 3 non-encyclopedic 

resources 

¶ a college course or CLEP exam 

¶ passed an AP Exam (score of 3 or higher) 

¶ something else, "other," such as designed and built a 

tool shed, a successful poultry and egg business, a 

sewing business - all would need some kind of docu-

mentation like accounts or records. 

I use these general guidelines to help parents determine 

course titles and credits for diploma programs in Pennsyl-

vania for homeschoolers.  

Our state has given homeschool agencies the option of 

designing and setting up accredited/recognized diploma 

programs which meet high school graduation require-

ments specified in our compulsory attendance law for 

secondary school programs.τNatalie Bishop 

 

B 
asically you can determine grades based on:  

Course content, Proficiency, Time. 

Course content: Determine what you think is a 

reasonable amount of work to do to receive a credit in a 

particular course- how many papers, how many books 

Creating a Transcript 

Ambleside online high school information: 

http://www.amblesideonline.org/HighSchool.shtml 

HSLDA Transcripts: 

http://www.hslda.org/highschool/academics.asp#TR 
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Homeschool Family Blesses Others 

K elsey Harris, was diagnosed with a malignant 

brain tumor in February 2008. Kelsey was 14 

years old. She underwent surgery at Le Bon-

ƘŜǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ aŜƳǇƘƛǎΣ ¢b ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜπ

ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ǘ WǳŘŜΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ IƻǎǇƛπ

tal, also in Memphis. The cancer claimed her life on 

April 6, 2009. Kelsey was 16 years old. 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ YŜƭǎŜȅΩǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ƘŜǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴŜŘΦ 

Even though cancer took away her ability to use the 

right side of her face and seriously diminished the use 

of the left side of her body, she laughed, joked and en-

joyed life with the same, or maybe an even greater 

spirit as she always had. When her dad asked if it had 

sunk in that she was a cancer patient at St Jude, she 

ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά5ŀŘŘȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΗΗΩ 

One of her most memorable sayings was in response to 

a remark made by a staff member at St Jude in the ra-

diation department who commented on how happy she 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘΦ YŜƭǎŜȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άLife is more interesting 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΗΗέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴπ

spired us, Simon and Teresa, as her parents, her sib-

lings, Jordan, Simon David, and Faith, as well as many 

others. 

In October of 2008, Simon was teaching a Bible class 

about overcoming the trials of life. In that lesson, he 

ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ YŜƭǎŜȅΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ 

a great T-shirt. Unknown to us, some of the folks in 

the class, Tim and Mary Beth Maudlin, decided to 

make his dream a reality. Shortly thereafter, a box 

filled with Kelsey Quote Shirts arrived at our door. We 

were all thrilled to have them, and Kelsey was aston-

ƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ 

shirt! Our friends behind the production of the shirts 

also told us that several of them had been sent to 

other families dealing with cancer. For us, that news 

was even more wonderful than receiving them our-

selves. This also led many of our friends and family to 

request shirts for themselves. 

After Kelsey passed away, we decided to start a foun-

dation in her name. We want to continue sending the 

Kelsey Quote Shirts free of charge to families suffer-

ing from cancer. We also want to offer a college 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ YŜƭǎŜȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

what she dreamed of studying. We also sponsor a 

camper at the camp she attended for eight years, 

Midwest Summer Camp. The proceeds from the sale 

of this cookbook will help fund these endeavors. 

Check out the website: 

www.lifeismoreinteresting.org for more information 

on the foundation. It will tell you how you can pur-

chase the Kelsey Quote shirts for yourself, nominate a 

family to receive the shirts, and how to donate to the 

foundation. 

http://www.lifeismoreinteresting.org
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The Animal School 
By George H. Reavis 

O 
nce upon a time the animals decided they 

must do something heroic to meet the prob-

ƭŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŀ άƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ 

school. They had adopted an activity curriculum consist-

ing of running, climbing, swimming and flying. To make it 

easier to administer the curriculum, all the animals took 

all the subjects. 

The duck was excellent in swim-

ming. In fact, better than his in-

structor. But he made only passing 

grades in flying and was very poor 

in running. Since he was slow in 

running, he had to stay after 

school and also drop swimming in 

order to practice running. This was 

kept up until his webbed feet were 

badly worn and he was only aver-

age in swimming. But average was 

acceptable in school so nobody 

worried about that, except the 

duck. 

The rabbit started at the top of the 

class in running but had a nervous breakdown because 

of so much makeup work in swimming. 

The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he developed 

frustration in the flying class where his teacher made 

him start from the ground up instead of the treetop 

ŘƻǿƴΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ άŎƘŀǊƭƛŜ ƘƻǊǎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊŜȄπ

ertion and then got a C in climbing and D in running. 

The eagle was a problem child and was disciplined 

severely. In the climbing class, he beat all the others 

to the top of the tree but insisted on using his own 

way to get there. 

At the end of the year, an abnormal eel that could 

swim exceeding well and also run, climb and fly a little 

had the highest average and was 

valedictorian. 

The prairie dogs stayed out of 

school and fought the tax levy 

because the administration 

would not add digging and bur-

rowing to the curriculum. They 

apprenticed their children to a 

badger and later joined the 

groundhogs and gophers to start 

a successful private school. 

Does this fable have a moral? 

Note: This story was written 

when George Reavis was the 

Assistant Superintendent of the 

Cincinnati Public Schools back in the 1940s!  

This content is in the public domain and free to copy, 

duplicate, and distribute.  

It is also available for purchase: 

http://www.amazon.com/Animal-School-George-

Reavis/dp/1884548318 


