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Are You  
Forwarding Folklore? 

W 
e often teach our children to discern between fantasy and real-

ity from a young age. We enjoy fables, fairy tales, tall tales, oral 

legends, mythology and folk stories—carefully and diligently 

offering disclaimers to assure that our little ones know these 

are fictional tales. We take care to explain the difference between fiction and real-

ity. Additionally, while unbelievers categorize the Bible as fiction, we teach our 

children that God’s word is truth. We teach them to love the truth and to defend 

it. We often teach them to discern truth from error.  

Unfortunately, for many, this teaching does not include folklore of a different sort. 

The teaching breaks down when it comes to electronic communication. Anyone 

who spends time communicating via e-mail and blogging will know of instances in 

which folklore is shared as truth. This folklore is referred to as urban legends. This 

folklore is alive and well and keeps servers busy all over the world. This folklore 

fills up e-mail boxes and is forwarded by homeschool parents and their children. 

Urban legends are stories that often have some truth and a great deal of fiction. If 

you have e-mail, you have most likely received an urban legend. Any time you re-

ceive an account or story in your e-mail box, particularly in the form of a for-

warded e-mail, you will need to discern whether it is true before sharing it. How 

do you identify an urban legend? Here are a few things characteristic of urban leg-

ends. 

 They may sound real.  

 They may warn of dangers.  

(Continued on page 2) 

By Sally Anne Perz 
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 They may seek to inspire.  

 They are often accompanied by a personal 

commendation.  

 They are sent in the body of an e-mail (usually 

a forward).  

 They often request further forwarding, and 

sometimes the recipient is warned about 

breaking the chain.  

 They can be about nearly any topic: missing 

children, raising money for cancer, safety in 

parking lots, telephone dangers, NASA’s verifi-

cation of the Bible … anything goes in the 

world of urban legends. 

Why is this important to note from the perspective of 

homeschooling parents? Our influence can be lost with 

the touch of a key. With the touch of a key others may 

lose respect for us and assume that we are unable to 

discern truth from error. With the touch of a key others 

may assume that we are gullible or ignorant. Whether 

the assumptions are on target or not, they will be 

made. It may be unpleasant and it may be unfair, but 

homeschooling parents are often held under a micro-

scope by family and friends who are not quite sure they 

are up to the task. We can make a difference in how 

others see us by being careful about the choices we 

make when it comes to our electronic communications. 

We need to be careful about what we accept as truth 

and we most definitely need to be careful about what 

we share with others. Are you sharing lies? Are you able 

to discern? Do you believe that your influence as a 

homeschooling parent can be compromised? Aside 

from integrity in all of your electronic communications, 

consider the idea of forwarding e-mails. 

Please be careful about hitting the forward button! If 

you deem it valuable, send a direct link. If you don’t 

have a link, check out the material on one of the Urban 

(Continued from page 1) 

Legend sites and then reformat it in a new e-mail and 

send it out with appropriate resources listed. If you don’t 

have the original source, you should not send it period. 

 The general rule of thumb is that circulating any 

e-mail petition/forwarded e-mail is useless.  

 Sending forwarded e-mails and signing e-mail 

petitions is not a tried and true method of ac-

tivism.  

 If you remember that most forwards have a 

touch of truth and a pile of lies, you will easily 

remember not to forward them. 

 Here are some places you can look to educate 

yourself on urban legends.  

 www.snopes.com 

 http://urbanlegends.about.com/ 

 http://www.truthorfiction.com/ 

This is a valuable lesson to learn and it is critical that you 

teach it to your children—too many are not discerning 

truth from lies and are forwarding lies to others. How 

many innocent children are being led to believe error of 

various sorts because they have not been taught to dis-

cern. Some of the forwards my children have received 

(and immediately discerned to be false) have been origi-

nally sent by parents. This makes the parents look quite 

ignorant and gullible in the eyes of the world—many of 

these things are forwarded to unbelievers and the weak 

and undiscerning.  

Remember that part of the first sin was Satan giving Eve a 

bit of truth and a bit of a lie. Our children need to flee the 

wiles of Satan in ANY form. Please be discerning and 

teach your children to be discerning. Ignorance will ruin 

our influence as we try to shine our light.  

I realize that some may not grasp the importance of 

this—suffice it to say that I’ve seen others lose influence 

with unbelievers because of this very thing.   

http://www.snopes.com
http://urbanlegends.about.com/
http://www.truthorfiction.com/
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C 
lint's Story: A Public Schoolteacher's Case 

for Homeschooling by John Evans is in-

tended to serve as a defense of 

homeschooling as a well as a practical guide to edu-

cating children at home. 

Evans argues that parents should have the right to 

choose the best education model for their children 

and that homeschooling is often a superior choice. 

Originally skeptical about homeschooling, Evans 

reconsidered his position after his son, Clint, was 

diagnosed with attention-deficit hyperactivity disor-

der (ADHD). The book recounts how Clint struggled 

in school despite hard work and a great attitude. 

Desperate to help their son, Evans and his wife, 

Robin, brought Clint home and taught him them-

selves, a journey that offered unexpected chal-

lenges and rewards. Now a published author and 

craftsman, Clint is portrayed as an example of the 

potential benefits of home education. 

"Clint's story shows how we successfully 

homeschooled our son even though he faced some 

special challenges," Evans says. "The experience 

taught us that homeschooling is a viable - and often 

superior - option for many parents and children." 

The book blends autobiographical accounts of the 

Evans' experiences along with perspectives and in-

formation on how to educate children outside the 

public school system. It also addresses common 

objections to homeschooling and provides explana-

tions for why public schools may not be meeting 

certain children's needs, among other topics. 

Clint's Story: A Public Schoolteacher's Case for 

Homeschooling is available for sale online at Ama-

zon.com and other channels. 

About the Author 

John Evans is a minister, writer and former public 

school teacher. A graduate of Southwest Texas 

State University, Evans earned a master's degree 

and taught language arts in the public schools of 

Texas for 12 years before moving into full-time min-

istry. He is the author of another book, How to 

Study the Bible: A Discussion and Workbook in 12 

Lessons. He resides in San Antonio with his wife 

Robin and their sons Clint and Cody. 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

John Evans 

Email: 8jne1958@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: (210) 681-6317 

http://www.amazon.com/Clints-Story-Public-

Schoolteachers-Homeschooling/dp/144867980X 

Clint's Story: A Public 
Schoolteacher's Case for 
Homeschooling  
by John Evans  
an autobiographical account of one family's experiences with 
education at home 

SAN ANTONIO (MMD Newswire) November 11, 2009 
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School where he would play his preferred position as 

quarterback.  

When it came time for college, he chose to attend the 

University of Florida over the University of Alabama. 

He was named the starting quarterback his sopho-

more year, the same year he won the Heisman Tro-

phy.  

In 2008, he lead the Gators to a national title, but 

what he does off the field is pretty amazing, too.  

Tim is an active member of Goodwill Gators at the 

University of Florida. Through this organization, he 

has volunteered his time with the Children's Miracle 

Network. He's also been on three summer mission 

trips to the Philippines with his dad and recently went 

back during his spring break.  

He and his team stayed at the orphanage, spoke in 

surrounding schools and markets, and conducted 

medical clinics with local doctors. In all, they 

preached to 6,915 people.  

Tim often quotes a verse from the Bible, Philippians 

4:13, which credits the true source of his strength: "I 

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

Tim loves football, but knows that his career will end 

someday. His faith, however, will never end.  

L 
eader. Playmaker. Passionate. Confident. Su-

per Man. People use all these words to de-

scribe Tim Tebow. The University of Florida 

quarterback is one of the best college football 

players of his time, but he is much more than a foot-

ball player.  

He is a man on a mission of faith every day. Although 

football is important to Tim, his priorities that precede 

football are faith, family and academics.  

Tim was born on Aug. 14, 1987, to Bob and Pam Te-

bow, who were serving as Christian missionaries in the 

Philippines at the time. While pregnant, Pam suffered 

a life-threatening infection. Doctors expected a still 

birth and recommended an abortion to protect her 

life. She, however, carried Tim to term, and both sur-

vived.  

Tim and his other siblings were home-schooled by 

their mother, which meant that Tim couldn't play high 

school sports. However, in 1996, legislation was 

passed in Florida allowing home-schooled students to 

compete in local high school sports.  

The Tebows lived in Jacksonville, Fla., and Tim played 

linebacker and tight end for the local Trinity Christian 

Academy for one season. He transferred to Nease High 

Homeschool Success Story: 

Star quarterback's strength 

resides in his Christian 

faith —Originally Printed in The Huntsville Times 

Homeschoolers in the News 
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read, any projects, what quality of work, etc. In our case, 

we awarded one full credit for completing the apologia 

science textbook, another for completing Saxon Algebra, 

and a half credit in geometry for Keys to Geometry. 

Proficiency: Proficiency is based on reaching a given level 

of skill- so if you're teaching a foreign language, you could 

choose to award a credit when the student can read a 

specified book in a foreign language, or pass a given test, 

or hold a conversation with a native speaker. 

Time: I personally believe that homeschooling is so much 

more concentrated that a homeschooled student gets as 

much instructional value in 30 minutes (or less) as a pub-

lic schooled student does in 45 minutes, so if I were 

awarding credits based on time I would take this into ac-

count.—Wendi Capehart 

Editor’s Note:  

 I used something similar to what Natalie and Wendi 

suggest when doing a transcript for our oldest re-

cently. It was accepted with no problem.  

 I used the transcripts from the HSLDA site—one on 

excel that calculated GPA—very handy and another 

with a nicer look. I simply used what I liked from each 

one to create my own. 

 Our state does not require documentation—aside 

from attendance (sent to an umbrella school). Be cer-

tain you check your state laws/criteria for graduation. 

M 
y minimal and general guidelines for receiv-

ing one high school credit for high school 

transcripts are one of the following: 

 at least 2/3s of a text book completed 

 120 daily logged/recorded entries for a subject area 

 120 logged hours of study (equivalent to 180 days of 

45 minute class periods) 

 a 10 page (minimum 2500 words composition) re-

search paper/project with at least 3 non-encyclopedic 

resources 

 a college course or CLEP exam 

 passed an AP Exam (score of 3 or higher) 

 something else, "other," such as designed and built a 

tool shed, a successful poultry and egg business, a 

sewing business - all would need some kind of docu-

mentation like accounts or records. 

I use these general guidelines to help parents determine 

course titles and credits for diploma programs in Pennsyl-

vania for homeschoolers.  

Our state has given homeschool agencies the option of 

designing and setting up accredited/recognized diploma 

programs which meet high school graduation require-

ments specified in our compulsory attendance law for 

secondary school programs.—Natalie Bishop 

 

B 
asically you can determine grades based on:  

Course content, Proficiency, Time. 

Course content: Determine what you think is a 

reasonable amount of work to do to receive a credit in a 

particular course- how many papers, how many books 

Creating a Transcript 

Ambleside online high school information: 

http://www.amblesideonline.org/HighSchool.shtml 

HSLDA Transcripts: 

http://www.hslda.org/highschool/academics.asp#TR 
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Homeschool Family Blesses Others 

K elsey Harris, was diagnosed with a malignant 

brain tumor in February 2008. Kelsey was 14 

years old. She underwent surgery at Le Bon-

heur Children’s Hospital in Memphis, TN and soon be-

came a patient at St Jude’s Children’s Research Hospi-

tal, also in Memphis. The cancer claimed her life on 

April 6, 2009. Kelsey was 16 years old. 

Throughout Kelsey’s illness, her spirit never waned. 

Even though cancer took away her ability to use the 

right side of her face and seriously diminished the use 

of the left side of her body, she laughed, joked and en-

joyed life with the same, or maybe an even greater 

spirit as she always had. When her dad asked if it had 

sunk in that she was a cancer patient at St Jude, she 

replied, “Daddy, I don’t have time for that!!’ 

One of her most memorable sayings was in response to 

a remark made by a staff member at St Jude in the ra-

diation department who commented on how happy she 

always seemed. Kelsey replied, “Life is more interesting 

when you’re happy!!” This was her theme and it in-

spired us, Simon and Teresa, as her parents, her sib-

lings, Jordan, Simon David, and Faith, as well as many 

others. 

In October of 2008, Simon was teaching a Bible class 

about overcoming the trials of life. In that lesson, he 

talked about Kelsey’s wonderful attitude. When he 

mentioned the phrase, “Life is more interesting when 

you’re happy” he added that he thought it would make 

a great T-shirt. Unknown to us, some of the folks in 

the class, Tim and Mary Beth Maudlin, decided to 

make his dream a reality. Shortly thereafter, a box 

filled with Kelsey Quote Shirts arrived at our door. We 

were all thrilled to have them, and Kelsey was aston-

ished that her statement had found it’s way onto a 

shirt! Our friends behind the production of the shirts 

also told us that several of them had been sent to 

other families dealing with cancer. For us, that news 

was even more wonderful than receiving them our-

selves. This also led many of our friends and family to 

request shirts for themselves. 

After Kelsey passed away, we decided to start a foun-

dation in her name. We want to continue sending the 

Kelsey Quote Shirts free of charge to families suffer-

ing from cancer. We also want to offer a college 

scholarship for writing in Kelsey’s name, as that was 

what she dreamed of studying. We also sponsor a 

camper at the camp she attended for eight years, 

Midwest Summer Camp. The proceeds from the sale 

of this cookbook will help fund these endeavors. 

Check out the website: 

www.lifeismoreinteresting.org for more information 

on the foundation. It will tell you how you can pur-

chase the Kelsey Quote shirts for yourself, nominate a 

family to receive the shirts, and how to donate to the 

foundation. 

http://www.lifeismoreinteresting.org
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The Animal School 
By George H. Reavis 

O 
nce upon a time the animals decided they 

must do something heroic to meet the prob-

lems of a “new world” so they organized a 

school. They had adopted an activity curriculum consist-

ing of running, climbing, swimming and flying. To make it 

easier to administer the curriculum, all the animals took 

all the subjects. 

The duck was excellent in swim-

ming. In fact, better than his in-

structor. But he made only passing 

grades in flying and was very poor 

in running. Since he was slow in 

running, he had to stay after 

school and also drop swimming in 

order to practice running. This was 

kept up until his webbed feet were 

badly worn and he was only aver-

age in swimming. But average was 

acceptable in school so nobody 

worried about that, except the 

duck. 

The rabbit started at the top of the 

class in running but had a nervous breakdown because 

of so much makeup work in swimming. 

The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he developed 

frustration in the flying class where his teacher made 

him start from the ground up instead of the treetop 

down. He also developed a “charlie horse” from overex-

ertion and then got a C in climbing and D in running. 

The eagle was a problem child and was disciplined 

severely. In the climbing class, he beat all the others 

to the top of the tree but insisted on using his own 

way to get there. 

At the end of the year, an abnormal eel that could 

swim exceeding well and also run, climb and fly a little 

had the highest average and was 

valedictorian. 

The prairie dogs stayed out of 

school and fought the tax levy 

because the administration 

would not add digging and bur-

rowing to the curriculum. They 

apprenticed their children to a 

badger and later joined the 

groundhogs and gophers to start 

a successful private school. 

Does this fable have a moral? 

Note: This story was written 

when George Reavis was the 

Assistant Superintendent of the 

Cincinnati Public Schools back in the 1940s!  

This content is in the public domain and free to copy, 

duplicate, and distribute.  

It is also available for purchase: 

http://www.amazon.com/Animal-School-George-

Reavis/dp/1884548318 
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This is the first time we have ever done that and they 

really like it. Our granddaughter, Alayna, takes them 

also. 

Our family enjoys camping, hiking, fishing, 4 wheeling, 

playing games, and just being together. I love to read, 

crochet, cross stitch, and sew if I have time. 

I have homeschooled for over 22 years. I can’t imagine 

life without it. Caleb is in 11th grade this year and then 

I will be down to homeschooling one! It seems hard to 

believe. I would not have changed homeschooling for 

anything! It is a way of life that we have chosen and we 

feel blessed to have been able to do it all these years. 

 

 

Family Profiles are a great way for us to learn about 

other Christians who teach at home. You can see sam-

ple family profiles in back issues. Your profile can be as 

unique as you are—short and simple, long and detailed, 

cute and creative. Just let us get to know your family!  

Send your profile to sallyanne@perz.us 

Family Profiles: Meet the Miller Family 

I 
 am Sherri and my husband, Steve, preaches 

at Warfield Boulevard in Clarksville, Tennes-

see.  

We have 6 children. Alisha (32) is married 

to Jerry. They have two beautiful daughters—

Alayna and Avarie. Alisha homeschools Alayna and 

she is in 1st grade. They live 30 minutes away and 

we love to have them close by so we can see them 

often. Brittney (29) lives in Roanoke, Virginia and is 

a flight attendant. Brandon (25) lives at home and 

works in construction. Natasha (22) works as a den-

tal assistant and just passed her tests for Cosmetol-

ogy. She is currently looking for a job in that field. 

Caleb (16) is a Second Degree Black Belt in Tae 

Kwon Do, he takes archery, plays guitar and is tak-

ing piano lessons this year. He just got his permit 

and has been driving! Larissa (12) just took her 

Black Belt Test (undecided) and is excited about 

breaking her boards. She is taking horseback riding 

lessons and loves it. Caleb and Larissa are taking 

classes at a Tutorial one day a week in Nashville. 

Left to Right: 

Steve, Sherri, son Caleb, son Brandon, daughter 

Natasha, daughter Larissa, daughter Brittney, son in 

law Jerry, granddaughter Avarie, daughter Alisha, 

and granddaughter Alayna 

Children’s children are the crown of old men; and 

the glory of children are their fathers.  

—Proverbs 17:6 

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her hus-

band also, and he praiseth her. 

—Proverbs 31:28 
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ing TV or playing video games or play-fighting in the yard 

all day long. We’re talking loving, involved parenting and 

guidance, and a huge amount of liberty, with a view to-

ward excellence. But excellence is the result of effort con-

centrated in the area of desire. 

The famous homeschooling Colfax family is a good exam-

ple. Their boys enjoyed the freedom to pursue their love 

– animal husbandry and related sciences and skills. They 

rounded themselves out with more casual 

reading in areas of less interest (i.e., lots of 

historical fiction instead of history books). 

Mom and Dad viewed their end of the job 

as resource providers, and they threw 

themselves into it with a passion, con-

stantly searching out more and better 

books and materials to expand their sons’ 

expertise. 

Their boys went on to win scholarships to 

Ivy League colleges. 

In an interview with Malcolm Gladwell, author of The Tip-

ping Point, Blink, and most recently, Outliers: The Story of 

Success, Reader’s Digest (12/08) asked “How does a kid 

become the next Bill Gates or Tiger Woods?” Here’s what 

Gladwell had to say, “Both of these men had parents who 

allowed their children to focus almost exclusively on what 

brought them joy and what they were good at. And both 

of them were able, as children, to invest an extraordinary 

amount of time in pursuing that particular passion. Again, 

not just for a little time. The magic number for them, for 

Mozart, and for so many outliers, as I call them, appears 

to be 10,000 hours.” 

(Continued on page 10) 

I 
f you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it 

will spend its whole life believing it is stupid. – Al-

bert Einstein 

How do you rear children to become geniuses – or at 

least really, truly excellent at something? 

(a) Send them to school and make sure they get straight 

A’s, take a broad array of courses, become “well-

rounded,” and end up with spectacular looking college 

applications. 

(b) Give them lots of time to pursue their 

natural interests, encourage them to 

strive for mastery and excellence in what 

they pursue, shelter them from excessive 

negative influences. 

Most of us unwittingly or recklessly do 

everything we can to suffocate genius in 

our kids by insisting on doing what every-

body else is doing with their children… 

….The mass education of our public school 

system diminishes all three key factors that produce 

genius in children. — Raymond and Dorothy Moore 

The three factors the Moores refer to are love, protec-

tion and freedom – three elements glaringly missing 

from state schools and from an unfortunate number of 

private institutional schools. 

To elaborate on the three elements of genius or excel-

lence, the love that parents give their children must be 

nurturing and involved; the protection must be from 

the right things and people with exposure to the right 

things and people; and the freedom must be freedom 

to pursue an interest passionately and doggedly. 

So, we’re not talking about hanging out at home watch-

How to Become a Genius 
By Tammy Drennan 

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/how-to-become-a-genius/
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Please pray for these individuals and their families 

who are suffering as a result of cancer... 

Let my prayer be set before thee as incense, and the 

lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice 

—Psalms 141:2 

And the smoke of the incense, which came with the 

prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 

the angel’s hand 

Robin Kelly (hslist mom) 

Paul Hollingsworth (hslist dad)  

Valerie Collier (hslist mom)  

Sharon Meine (hslist grandma)  

Richie Glatz (hslist dad)  

Gail Henderson (hslist grandma)  

Deanna Judy (hslist mom)  

Stacy King Family (hslist friend)  

Floyd Soliday (hslist friend)  

Donna Brown (hsing mom in Alabama)  

Prayer List 

To put that 10,000 hours in perspective, if you were to 

spend four hours a day, 365 days a year, devoted to 

honing a skill, it would take you close to seven years to 

reach the 10,000 hour mark. According to Gladwell, 

that’s what it takes for mastery. Others don’t put a 

number on the hours it takes, but they clearly under-

stand it takes massive amounts of time – and the free-

dom not afforded by a conventional, institutional edu-

cation – to become a “genius.” 

“Men give me some credit for genius. All the genius I 

have lies in this: when I have a subject in hand, I study 

it profoundly. Day and night it is before me, I explore it 

in all its bearings. My mind becomes pervaded with it. 

Then the effort which I make, the people are pleased to 

call the fruit of genius. It is the fruit of labor and 

thought.” — Alexander Hamilton 

“People make a mistake who think that my art has 

come easily to me. Nobody has devoted so much time 

and thought to composition as I. There is not a famous 

master whose music I have not studied over and over.” 

— Amadeus Mozart 

The question is: Do we have the courage to do what 

works, or will we continue to feebly follow the govern-

ment schooling model, cowed, intimidated, afraid to 

take education back from the state and restore it to 

health? 

I think enough people have the guts, but their courage 

muscles are as under-exercised as their brains, so it’s 

going to take a little working out, some practice. Go to 

it! Start today! 

Tammy Drennan homeschooled her own sons from 

1985 to 2003.  

http://www.homeschool-articles.com/how-to-become
-a-genius/ 

(Continued from page 9) 

Back Issues Available: Dave Pratte has updated the 

back issues of Family Times on the web site at 

www.gospelway.com/familytimes and has it set so a 

password is not needed (since Family Times is now 

free). This means that you can access back issues as 

well as the file of curricula reviews on the web site 

without a password! This is a great resource! 

https://www.gospelway.com/familytimes
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the cost of pet care. From that point on, we wanted 

our pets to be a part of our family and to commit to 

caring for them until death. This may be dramatic for 

some, but it was important for us. 

Our first parakeet, Jake, lived with us for nearly a dec-

ade. His death was the first experience we had with 

the loss of a pet—it was 

hard—we still had another 

parakeet, Emma, but we 

missed Jake’s cheery little 

presence. Soon after we pur-

chased two more parakeets to 

keep Emma company—

Isabella and Knightley. Our 

home would not be the same 

without their cheerful chirping and colorful presence. 

Aragorn, our male boxer, 

joined our family as a 

very tiny puppy—really 

too early to leave his 

mama. He was a handful! 

However, we’d not trade 

him for anything! He 

taught us many lessons about behaviour and—

because we wanted to add another boxer—we had to 

learn about bringing another dog home to a territorial 

alpha dog. Many hours of 

research later were able to 

introduce Arwen and Aragorn 

and expand our pet family. 

They are inseparable in so 

many ways. We affection-

ately call Arwen, Winnie, and 

she is the sweetest dog ever! 

(Continued on page 12) 

S o m e 

f a m i -

l i e s 

participate in 

extracurricu-

lar activities—

sports, 4-H, 

drama, co-

ops. We’ve 

done our share of those kinds of activities, but instead 

of focusing our attention outside over the past few 

years, we’ve focused it inside. We put the money we 

might have spent on those activities into another pro-

ject—pets! We did not actually purpose to make our 

family pets a project—we really do consider them a 

part of our family! It just happens that having pets is a 

great learning experience and we’ve been able to capi-

talize on that! Being home most of the time is a great 

benefit when it comes to pets! We have learned a 

great deal about animals, habitats, and behavior—not 

just by studying them, but by living with them. Caring 

for pets is a way for children to learn responsibility. 

Learning about pets’ needs will require reading and 

research. Meeting pets’ needs will require daily com-

mitments of time and energy.  

We had two dogs in our early marriage that we found 

homes for after realizing they were not a good fit. We 

found a home for the Labrador in which she could be a 

hunting companion. We found a home for the Shih Tzu 

in which he could travel with an older couple who 

wanted a small already-trained companion. I’m thank-

ful we were able to do that, but it taught us a lesson 

about choosing the right pet for our family. We 

learned to consider more carefully. We also deter-

mined that we’d not be a family who failed to count 
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Years later—we temporarily 

rescued two fur-babies—

just a few months old—Thor 

and Freya—found wander-

ing in our neighborhood. We 

determined to find them a 

good home—and then could 

not part with them. Now, we 

have our own dog pack! 

Does this keep me busy? 

Yes! Do I enjoy them? YES! Animals are amazing...so 

many lessons to learn! Is this for everyone? NO! We are 

high energy, organized and prepared to do the work re-

quired. Families are all made up differently and keeping 

pets is not for every family! Know what you can handle! 

We also have a betta fish—Flitwick. 

He is our second betta and is a relax-

ing pet to have! A fish is a good low 

maintenance pet if you don’t want a 

big time commitment. Who knows 

what other pets are in store for us 

someday? Having pets has been a 

great experience for our family! 

Realizing that all pets are not created equal is an impor-

tant part of keeping pets. While accounting for different 

perspectives on animals, I think we’d all agree that it is 

not acceptable to mistreat animals. Consider Proverbs 

12:10, A righteous man regards the life of his animal, but 

the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. We have 

been given dominion, yes, but not the right to mistreat 

God’s creatures. Don’t make a commitment to care for 

pets and then neglect them. Don’t get a pet as part of a 

homeschool project and then abandon it when you are 

overwhelmed. Think first. 

Different breeds of dogs have different temperaments 

and different needs. Learning about the needs of fish, 

(Continued from page 11) mammals, reptiles, and amphibians requires some re-

search. Some animals are much easier to take care of 

than others. Some animals are expensive investments! 

This is a great way for children to learn to research. 

Choose your pet and research all of the care needed.  

Consider these questions before adding a pet to your 

family. 

 Are you up for the task of caring for a pet?  

 Do you have the time to dedicate?  

 Do you have someone to care for your pets when you 

are traveling?  

 What is the life span (What factors affect the life span 

for better or worse)?  

 Is this an age appropriate pet?  

 Will handling it safely be an issue?  

 Who is responsible? If children are, will they need 

guidance? 

 What kind of habitat does this animal need?  

 What is the cost of set up (This can add up! Be sure to 

count the cost!)?  

 Who will clean up after it? How often?  

 Who will feed it? How often? 

 Do you know what food your pet requires to stay 

healthy?  

 Where will it live—indoors or outdoors? 

 If this is an outside pet, is it a breed that will do well 

outside? 

 If this is an indoor pet, are you prepared to share 

your home with it? 

 Have you budgeted monthly care and veterinarian 

bills? 

 Should you overestimate your ability to care for a pet, 

will you surrender it to a rescue, knowing it could be 

a death warrant or will you find a good home for it? 

Pets can be a wonderful part of your home school ex-

perience. Just be sure you count the cost! 


