
Story of Robin Hood 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/archive
/week_01.htm 

Bugs Bunny in Storyland 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/archive
/week_12.htm 

Pecos Bill 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/archive
/week_15.htm 

Madeline 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/archive
/week_26.htm 

The Three Caballeros 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/archive
/week_34.htm 

Peter and the Wolf 
http://www.kiddierecords.com/2006/a
rchive/week_01.htm 

Rudyard Kipling's Jungle Book 

http://www.kiddierecords.com/2006/a
rchive/week_08.htm 

http://www.kiddierecords.com/ 

T his website offers free recordings 
of children's records from the 
golden age of the mid 1940's 

through the early 1950's, that you can 
download or audio stream for free. 
(They also sell compilation CDs at the 
site.) 

From the website: 

"Many of these recordings were ex-
travagant Hollywood productions on 
major record labels and featured big 
time celebrities and composers. 

Over the years, these forgotten treas-
ures slipped off the radar and it became 
our mission to give them a new lease on 
life by sharing them with today's gen-
eration of online listeners." 

Examples of some of the stories... 

Highlights... 

 Review of Wayward 

and an interview with 

its author 

(Page 3-6) 

 Family Profile: Meet 
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(Page 7) 

 Kristen Hopper shares 

her thoughts on read-

ing material  
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Submissions Welcome: We would love to 

receive articles written by our readers. We 

would also be interested in any articles you 

find that we can distribute without violating 

any copyright laws. You can get in touch 

with the author or send us the article and 

we’ll try. E-mail all submissions to sally-

anne@perz.us 

Articles may be about homeschooling in gen-

eral. We welcome differing perspectives—

various homeschool methods, educational 

philosophies, and family styles. Articles of 

interest may also include homemaking, 

scheduling, parenting and family life in gen-

eral...particularly things of interest to busy 

homeschooling families who are Christians.  

Family Profiles: We’d really love to include 

family profiles in each issue of Family Times. 

This is a great way for us to learn about 

other Christians who teach at home. You can 

see sample family profiles in back issues. 

Your profile can be as unique as you are—

short and simple, long and detailed, cute 

and creative. Just let us get to know your 

family! Send your profile to sally-

anne@perz.us 

Back Issues Available: Dave Pratte has 

updated the back issues of Family Times on 

the web site at www.gospelway.com/

familytimes and has it set so a password is 

not needed (since Family Times is now free). 

This means that you can access back issues 

as well as the file of curricula reviews on the 

web site without a password! This is a great 

resource! 

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day. 

I’d rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way. 

The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear, 

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear. 

And the best of all the preachers are men who live their creeds;  

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs. 

 

I soon can learn to do it if you’ll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run. 

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true,  

But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do. 

For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give,  

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 

 

When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind. 

When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind—  

Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me,  

To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be.  

And all the travelers can witness that the best of guides today, 

Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way. 

 

One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold; 

One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told. 

Who stands with men of honor, learns to hold his honor dear,  

For right living speaks a language which to everyone is clear. 

Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say, 

I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day.  

Sermons We See 
By Edgar Guest 

https://www.gospelway.com/familytimes
https://www.gospelway.com/familytimes
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addition to being just a good, exciting story, there are 

some important lessons imbedded in the plot. One is 

that parents need to be honest and forthright with 

their children. Another is that young people need to 

beware of the dangerous consequences that often 

come from rebellion and defiance. Also, there are 

some situations that just cannot be changed, so we 

have to accept them. And there is great benefit in nur-

turing relationships with both family and friends. Not 

many modern children's books extol the beauty of 

home and community as well as Wayward does. My 

congratulations go to Casey Head for a truly satisfying 

read that should appeal to both young and old. My 

rating: 5 stars (excellent). 

Note: This review has also appeared at  

http://homeschoolbuzz.com and  

http://storiesforchildrenmagazine.org . 

Interview with the author 

Wayne: Casey Head is a 

gospel preacher with the 

church of Christ in Spruce 

Pine, NC, and the author 

of a youth fantasy-fiction 

book based on Biblical 

principles entitled Way-

ward: A Story from Silver Falls. He has graciously 

agreed to do an interview with me about him, his 

work, and his book. Casey, our readers might like to 

know a little bit about your personal background. I 

have been told that you were raised in a denomina-

tional family. Could you tell us about your upbringing, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Review 

I n this insightful alle-

gory for young people, 

Flynn Sorrel is a 14-

year-old rabbit who lives 

with his father, Darben, 

and younger siblings, brothers Rufus, Gideon, and Jack, 

and sisters Jasmine and Autumn, along with a host of 

friends in the village of Silver Falls on the side of Hem-

lock Mountain. The young rabbit has always been told 

by his father that his mother died of pneumonia after 

losing twin babies. However, following a storm on his 

15th birthday, Flynn is given a letter that his mother 

had left with the elders of the village informing him that 

she became so depressed following the deaths of the 

twins that she felt she had to leave. 

Upset that he has been lied to, Flynn runs away from 

home to search for his mother. Along the way he meets 

some new friends, Stram the wandering squirrel, and 

Swift the new-fox who no longer eats other animals. In 

the meanwhile, Darben sets off with three of his friends 

from Silver Falls, another rabbit named Theron, a chip-

munk named Fingle, and an otter named Jacob, to find 

Flynn and bring him home. However, with eagles, 

hawks, snakes, raging rivers, and high mountains, there 

are many dangers for both parties. What will Flynn do? 

Will he ever find his mother? (Or is there perhaps a se-

quel here?) Will he be able to return home? And what 

will happen to the search party? 

This is one of the most fascinating books that I have 

read in a long while. It certainly kept me turning the 

pages to find out what happened next. Furthermore, in 

BOOK REVIEW AND AUTHOR INTERVIEW 
conducted by Wayne S. Walker 
Wayward: A Story from Silver Falls by Casey Head 
Tate Publishing and Enterprises (2007; www.tatepublishing.com );ISBN-13: 978-1-60247-803-9 
READING LEVEL: 10-15 
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where you were raised, and how you came to be 

identified with the Lord's church?  

Casey: My parents divorced when I was very young, 

and I lived with my mother in Illinois until high school. 

When I lived with her, I was mainly agnostic in the 

sense that I didn't think much about religion and did-

n't know whether or not there was a God. When I 

finished middle school in Illinois, I decided to move to 

Kentucky to live with my father in Louisville. In Ken-

tucky, I was in more of a religious environment. My 

dad's side of the family were strong Baptists. I started 

going to church with them. At first, it was mainly for 

social reasons, and I wanted to fit in with my family, 

but over time, I became quite devout. I was active in 

the Baptist church, but I also attended the United 

Methodist church frequently because I had friends 

there. When I graduated from high school, my plans 

were to attend the University of Kentucky which is 

located in Lexington. I was accepted into a special 

summer program on one of the U of K agricultural 

research farms (my major was animal science). My 

roommate that summer on the farm was a young 

man named Eric Helton, a Christian and member of 

the University Heights church of Christ. I had already 

decided as a Baptist that I was not going to get caught 

up in the wild college life, and that I was going to join 

myself to a local church, so it worked out really well 

(one might say that it was providence) that I moved in 

with a Christian. I started going to church with him 

and soon met a girl my age named Amber Nations. 

Her father was/is a preacher in eastern KY and the 

three of us started studying. A few months later, I 

was a Christian. My life changed dramatically, as you 

might imagine. 

Wayne: Thanks for the background information. After 

becoming a Christian, you have obviously gotten mar-

ried, started a family, and begun work as a gospel 

(Continued from page 3) 

preacher. Why don't you tell us a little more about your 

life since baptism, leading up to the present time.   

Casey: Just a few months after I was baptized in 2003, I 

decided that I wanted to pursue preaching. My father-in-

law, Marc Nations, works with a small congregation in 

eastern Kentucky, and he arranged for me to live there 

in Beattyville and preach on a weekly basis. I was there 

for about five months. Then an opportunity arose in cen-

tral Wisconsin. For a year, I preached for the Wisconsin 

Rapids church of Christ. During that time, I married Am-

ber Nations. In 2005, we moved to Spruce Pine, NC to 

work with the Spruce Pine church of Christ. That year, 

Amber had our first child Jenna. She is now three! We 

also have a son named Jason (18 months) and just a few 

weeks ago, our third child, Lydia, was born. I guess we're 

kind of adventurous, having three children in 3-4 years. 

Amber and I just celebrated our fourth wedding anniver-

sary in August. That's the family situation. As far as my 

writing, I began writing Wayward in 2006. It took me 

several months to complete. Amber did the proofread-

ing, and she's actually the one (along with my father-in-

law) that encouraged me to try to get it published. I sub-

mitted the manuscript to Tate Publishing and they ac-

cepted it. It's been a wild ride. In the last four years, I've 

grown as a husband, father, Christian, evangelist and 

writer. I love my life, and I know that it's only going to 

get better! 

Wayne: You mentioned the time that it took you to 

write your book, Wayward. Would you tell us some of 

the background as to how you came to write it and also 

the circumstances that influenced you as you were writ-

ing?  

Casey: I have always loved writing. As far back as I can 

remember, I wrote short stories and poems...and I had a 

very active imagination. The older I got, however, the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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harder it was for me to actually finish a story, because 

now they were getting longer and more involved. Fi-

nally, in 2006, I decided that I was going to sit down 

and finish a story. That's when I wrote Wayward. 

When I was young, I wrote stories about talking ani-

mals and their wild adventures, and in middle school, 

I read the "Redwall" series by Bryan Jacques. This was 

a genre I was comfortable with. As far as circum-

stances that influenced me while writing the book, 

the mountains of western North Carolina certainly 

provided a lot of inspiration. The book is set in the 

mountains, and so I used the local scenery to help me 

describe the various settings in the book. In fact, 

some of the names of the locations in the book are 

taken from Mitchell County. Fork Mountain, for ex-

ample, is a real place in Mitchell County, NC (although 

I doubt it's as perilous as the one in the book). Even 

some of the names are local mountain names. The 

name "Theron" is actually the name of one of the 

older gentlemen at church, and Flynn was a classic 

"old-timey" name. So I was influenced in many ways 

by my surroundings when writing the book. 

Wayne: Would you explain a little about what it is like 

being an author and trying to market your book? Do 

you do much of this personally, or does the publisher 

do most of this kind of work?  

Casey: Being an author is a dream come true. I have 

always loved to write. The greatest thing about being 

a published author is hearing others say that they 

loved the book. I've had some women in their 70s 

and 80s tell me that they enjoyed Wayward im-

mensely, and of course, a number of children have 

read it and loved it. Not long after the book was re-

leased, the brethren here in Spruce Pine threw a sur-

prise "release party" for me, and all of the kids 

(Continued from page 4) 

dressed up as the different characters in the book. It 

was touching. As far as marketing goes, the publisher 

and I work together on that. The publisher has access to 

the national market and has set up a number of book 

signings for me. Most of the marketing has been local. I 

have done some of the marketing as well, but being a 

full-time preacher and the father of three children, I 

haven't been able to do as much as I would have liked. 

Plus, the market is a little slow right now, and one thing 

that people don't realize is that it is incredibly difficult 

to succeed as an author. People ask me occasionally, 

"Can I find your book in all the book stores?" Well, no. 

There are thousands of books released every year. It is 

a competitive market. 

Wayne: I have been told that you are planning to 

homeschool your children, or are at least seriously con-

sidering the possibility. What factors have led you to 

think along these lines?  

Casey: My wife and I decided quite a while back (before 

we even had children) that we wanted to homeschool 

our children. There are many reasons. First of all, chil-

dren are very impressionable and the public school sys-

tem is often filled with all sorts of immorality, foul lan-

guage, and attitudes that are far from Christ-like. Peer-

pressure can be overwhelming at times. I want to be 

the one to mold my children...to shape who they are 

using God's word...to train them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord. I don't want the world molding 

them. Yes, there will come a time when they will have 

to stand up for their faith and make those decisions 

themselves, but when my children are young and devel-

oping...that's my time, and my wife's time, to nurture 

and train them. Second, the public school system is all 

too often ineffective and inefficient. What takes eight 

hours in the public school system takes much less time 

(Continued on page 6) 
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at home. Too much time is wasted when kids go to pub-

lic schools. So if we are able to homeschool our children 

more effectively than the public school can, then we are 

going to do it. Why waste the time and the money when 

it can be done better? Plus, I am blessed with a very in-

telligent and capable wife, and so that makes the pros-

pect of homeschooling more attractive. Third, the public 

schools are not exactly promoting Christianity. Do I want 

to place my precious children under the guardianship of 

a public school system that has not only banned public 

prayer, but is promoting ungodly teachings such as evo-

lution and humanism? Those are our main reasons. I am 

not saying that it is wrong or sinful to send your kids to 

public school. Some people can't avoid it. But this is how 

we feel, and it's something that we're in a position to do. 

And I thank God for that! 

Wayne: While we are on the subject of homeschooling, I 

understand that there are many other families in the 

local church where you work who homeschool.  Would 

you tell us a little about the congregation, how the 

homeschooling families are doing, and whether there 

has ever been any problems that have resulted from 

homeschooling or people's attitudes towards it?  

Casey: There are four other families here at the congre-

gation in Spruce Pine that homeschool...which is a tre-

mendous blessing. They get together quite often to do 

projects and go on field trips. I know that there are 

homeschooling families that aren't as fortunate; they're 

isolated in an area where they aren't able to get to-

gether with other homeschooling families, and that 

makes it a lot harder. As far as problems and attitudes 

towards homeschooling here in Spruce Pine, I've not no-

ticed anything. Of course, someone might occasionally 

look at you funny when you tell them that you're 

homeschooling your children, but that's about it. Actu-

ally, Mitchell County is a very conservative area, and so 

(Continued from page 5) 

there are a lot of families that homeschool around 

us, so it's more common here than perhaps in other 

places. 

Wayne: What can you share with us regarding the 

response that you have received from Wayward, 

and then will you tell us a little about your future 

writing plans?  

Casey: I have received a wonderful response to 

Wayward. I've had a number of children tell me 

that they absolutely loved the book, but what was 

even more meaningful to me were the many adults 

who have raved about it as well. It's been truly re-

markable! I had one newspaper in Knoxville, TN, 

give Wayward a good review. As far as future writ-

ing plans, I hope to continue the Silver Falls series. 

I've got books two and three done already, and 

once my wife finishes the editing on book three, I 

plan on pursuing self-publishing. Look for "Silver 

Falls Publishing" in the next year or so. Once I get 

that set up, I will proceed to complete a possible 12

-book Silver Falls series. I also have started two 

other books that are unrelated to Wayward. 

Wayne: Oh, one more thing. If people are inter-

ested in buying a copy of Wayward to read it, 

where would they find it? 

Casey: If someone wants to purchase Wayward, 

they can buy it on Amazon.com or they can go di-

rectly to the publisher's website (http://

www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore/book.php?

w=978-1-60247-803-9 ). 

Note: After this interview was done, Casey and his 

family moved to Kentucky on March 12, 2009, 

where he is now working with the Oak Hill church of 

Christ in Mt. Sterling. 
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generally cheaper. In fact, this fall, Simon and Simon 

David will be making a trip to Hungary and Norway to 

work with the brethren there. 

We are part of a homeschool 4-H group. We like the 

projects, public speaking, and community service op-

portunities that 4-H provides. At this time, we are not 

part of an organized homeschooling group. While we 

lived in Indiana, we were part of a wonderful group 

made up of Christians from the Southern Indiana/

Louisville Kentucky area and we miss them so very 

much!!! 

Editor’s Note: For Kelsey’s Story and information on 

helping families with cancer, please visit:  

http://www.lifeismoreinteresting.org 

Paul Hollingsworth (hslist dad) 

Valerie Collier (hslist mom) 

Sharon Meine (hslist grandma) 

Richie Glatz (hslist dad) 

Gail Henderson (hslist grandma) 

Deanna Judy (hslist aunt) 

Stacy King Family (hslist friend) 

Floyd Soliday (hslist friend) 

Donna Brown (hsing mom in Alabama) 

Kelsey Harris’ Family & Nathan Ing Family—for their 

loss and heaven’s gain 

Family Profiles: Meet the Harris Family 

W e are the Harris family. 

Simon, dad, is the 

preacher for the Northside 

church of Christ in Jonesboro, 

Arkansas. Teresa, mom, is stay 

home homeschooling mom. Jor-

dan, 20, lives in Indianapolis and 

attends college there. Kelsey, 16, passed away in April 

from a brain tumor. Simon David, 13, will be in the 8th 

grade. Faith, almost 9, will be in the 4th. We have lived in 

Arkansas for 3 years. We lived in Floyds Knobs, Indiana for 

10 years while Simon preached for the Galena church of 

Christ. 

Jordan's passion is political science. Kelsey loved reading 

and wanted to be a writer. Simon David is more of a math 

and science guy. He has recently found an increased inter-

est in reading, especially adventure and science fiction 

type books. Simon David loves Runescape. Faith loves ani-

mals and crafts. 

Simon loves to cook, especially outdoor cooking in grilling 

and make homemade smoked BBQ. Teresa also enjoys 

cooking, as well as reading (a LOT!!) and teaching Bible 

class. 

This August will begin our thirteenth year of homeschool-

ing. We do an eclectic approach. We use a lot of different 

materials, some of which are Saxon math, Apologia sci-

ence, Sonlight history and reading, Abeka grammar, and a 

lot of Critical Thinking Books and Software. We also have 

used Easy Grammar, some Bob Jones, Miquon math, Not-

grass history, and Beautiful Feet history in the past. 

We love homeschooling and the flexibility it offers. We all 

travel with dad to Gospel Meetings. We love to travel dur-

ing the school year when attractions are less crowded and 

Please pray for these individuals and their families 

who are suffering as a result of cancer... 

And the smoke of the incense, which came with the 

prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 

the angel’s hand—Revelation 8:4 
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T 
hings get very complicated when I try to ex-

plain my particular standards and classes of 

my reading material. But I shall try.  

Firstly, you must understand that reading is 

to me what listening to music (I assume) must be like for 

people who are into music. They don't like particular 

groups, they like music. I do like to read, but more than 

that I like to read the writing.  

The genre may be one of my favorites, the story may be 

good, the message may be moral, but if the writing is not 

pleasant to me I can't stand it. It grates. I am not even 

talking about punctuation or spelling, but rather about 

the care given to the words and how they are linked. I 

need to be able to flow along with them. To find the 

tune and move with it, if you're able to follow that con-

fused analogy.  

Conversely, this means that there are books I have read 

purely for the pleasure of how they were written. Ellis 

Peters is for instance a good mystery writer, but a couple 

of her books are (like those of all mystery authors) for-

mulaic in plot. But I read them all anyway, for the pure 

pleasure of how the story is told. I don't care where it is 

going. I just like how it moves. Unfortunately this also 

means there have books I have read that I probably 

ought not to have, that I read because the writing was a 

joy for me to read. I am not proud of this, and for of 

those you who might be wondering why, now you know.  

So just keep that in mind as the overall standard- What-

ever else I read, I read what I find to be well-written. 

This isn't even an academic standard for me, as indicated 

by the fact that I have a rough time defining for some-

one else what my standards are for adequate writing. I 

know what I'm looking for and one day I hope to be able to 

express it to others and to teach my children to appreciate 

the joy of words as well.  

Secondly, the types of books that I have enjoyed the most 

would be classified very generally as Fantasy. But Fantasy 

is a broad and annoying term that does not cover every-

thing I read and does often include a ton of substandard 

novel paperbacks with pictures of dragons being ridden by 

less than dressed women and those aren't the kind of 

books I mean when I say Fantasy.  

So I give you the system that I personally have invented in 

my head.  

Here we have Fantasy, the overall category. (I would still 

like another term though, suggestions welcome.)  

Fantasy is Divided Into- 

 Myth 

 Fairy Tale 

 Fantasy Storybook (Storybook is a qualifying term used 

for many genres, but I'll go into that later.)  

Myth is the highest, purest, kind of Fantasy. Myth is leg-

end. Myth is folklore. Myth is thousands of years of collec-

tive human imagination grappling to come to terms with 

the supernatural reality that is all around humanity. Myth 

is war and love and pain and hate and every human experi-

ence set against the background of a supernatural struggle 

that the humans involved barely understand.  

Yes, most Myth is ancient and pagan. (Not all though, as 

we'll see in a moment.) Myth involves to a great extent the 

gods and goddesses of pagan cultures. They are full of er-

(Continued on page 9) 

Favorite Reading Material 
By Kristin Hopper, used with permission 

Kristen is the daughter of our very own Bill and Wendi Capehart.  

She is a homeschool graduate. Kristin and her husband, Jeremy, are 

anticipating the arrival of their first homeschool student in Septem-

ber 2009. 
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ror and falsehood, but even so (especially so?) they 

illustrate that throughout human history mankind has 

always felt the need for a Story to be told about them-

selves. A Story that explains the whys and the hows of 

their universe. A Story that is not cold and calculating 

but rather full of the emotion that humans innately 

understand.  

This is the proof of the Myth. Mankind rejected the 

first true Story. There is a Story (a true story!) of rejec-

tion, death, reconciliation, and redemption. That Story 

is personal and is told all around mankind, but some-

thing about that particular Story didn't settle with all of 

humanity. No, they said. That story must not be true.  

But the knowledge that it was lingered. The need for 

the Story to explain the world still lingered. And so the 

Myth was born.  

And here now we have an opportunity to grasp the 

Myth, long held by the Enemy and to turn it upside 

down and I'm afraid we often shy away from the Myths 

instead of grasping them with both hands and under-

standing why mankind needed them and understand-

ing that here were the first Stories that could be used 

as mirrors to reflect the truth.  

And that is what C.S Lewis did, and why a great many 

Myths are not ancient. If you don't like the power and 

beauty of the Myth (and it isn't to everyone's taste, it is 

a little strong) you won't like Till We Have Faces. It is a 

Myth. He took the ancient Greek myth of Cupid and 

Psyche and set it in a world of the author's own crea-

tion and told it in such a way that the story became a 

mirror to your own soul. When you reached the con-

clusion you saw yourself, and your life, in relation in 

the supernatural world around you and the Glory that 

exists behind the veil and you were quite properly 

moved and appalled. And he did it all with beautiful 

words and a Myth. Just an old story.  

Embrace the old stories. There is no better way to illus-

trate old truths.  

(Continued from page 8) C.S Lewis's Space Trilogy is another Myth, and so too is the 

Lord of the Rings. To call that last just "Fantasy" is quite the 

insult to the scope and history of the tale.  

Fairy Tale  

Fairy Tales, though lately given a twaddleish name by Walt 

Disney, are what I consider to be next in importance to the 

Myth. If you want to understand my standards for Fairy Tale 

at all, dismiss the good Mr. Disney.  

Fairy Tales are younger than the Myth, but old stories still. 

Some of them (the old tale of the beast and his Beauty, for 

instance) are actually just younger retellings of the older 

Myth.  

A Fairy Tale is not concerned as much as the Myth with the 

universal Story, but rather stories of individuals. The similar-

ity is that the individual still finds him or herself competing 

with supernatural struggles that seem insurmountable.  

This is why it is important to remember that Fairy Tales are 

not what we think of today as stories for children. These 

struggles are dark. There is blood often, horrible deaths and 

mutilations so unknown to the consciousness of our sanitary 

and "civilized" society that we are often arrogantly inclined 

to laugh.  

But the Fairy Tales came from the times when well, times 

were just that dark. Children saw blood, they saw death, 

they saw disease and war and mutilations. They learned 

mankind's darkest fears at an age when today's children are 

learning to play the Wii.  

And so Stories were needed to tell the children that there 

was light in the darkness and hope in their hopeless state.  

So in light of both the importance of Story and in light of 

mankind's own history, Fairy Tales should not be neglected. 

They should be appreciated as well for the sheer beauty and 

glory of the Stories they tell. The imagination is stretched, 

perceptions are widened, and a child is learning to see a 

point of view unknown to them.  

But is that the only reason we should teach our children the 

Fairy Tales? Are we so foolish and complacent that we really 

believe that our children will never face the kind of pain we 

(Continued on page 10) 
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And now, last and probably Least (at least in the Fantasy 

Category). 

Storybook Fantasy  

These could also be referred to as modernized or sanitized 

Fairy Tales. I don't hold them in fervent devotion as I do 

the Fairy Tales, but I do love them. Ella Enchanted is an 

excellent example, an example of slightly higher quality 

would be E. Nesbit's The Enchanted Castle. Robin 

Mckinley's work (Chalice, Spindles' End, Beauty and etc.) I 

tend to class here, even though the majority of them are 

retellings of the older Fairy Tales. They're not as deep or as 

dark as the originals but she tells them cleverly and with 

great imagination.  

That is the key here. Imagination. And here is where I draw 

the difference between my kind of Storybook Fantasy and 

the paperback novel type with pictures of dragons being 

ridden by less than dressed women. You can't call it Imagi-

nation when 7,390,000,000 people before you have all 

ready thought of a story about a dragon being ridding by a 

less than dressed women and had their story published in 

paperback too.  

True originality is impossible, obviously, (every Story that 

can be told has been) but variety is important.  

There have been stories about princes returning to their 

land from exile and woodskeeper's daughters suddenly 

coming to High Places in court before, but Chalice told the 

story in a different way and with different ideas.  

A child must grow up to learn to look at every Story told 

from every possible point of view. A Story can mean many 

things to different people, a Story could mean something 

entirely different if you just switched this turn of the plot 

just so, and etc. That's how you use imagination and origi-

nality in a world where every Story to tell has been told.  

So there you have it. I read other things as well (mysteries, 

known as Snackbooks, classics, Jane Austen, Georgette 

Heyer, Dorothy Sayers, philosophy and science, humour, 

and etc.) but this is what I read most often. This is what I 

love to read. This is my passion. 

Editor’s Note: Please do not re-print without Kristen’s per-

mission! 

see in the Fairy Tales? Are there no fathers today losing 

their lives in battle? Are there still absent fathers? Di-

vorce? Disease still lives and kills. Sometimes it kills the 

children. Be cautious lest our overwhelming desire to 

protect our children means only that they will be that 

more disillusioned and disoriented when the inevitable 

dragon strikes. In fact, if you're like many families your 

dragon all ready has. Let your child find the comfort in 

the Fairy Tales.  

As G.K Chesteron said, "Fairy tales are more than true. 

Not because they tell us that dragons exist, but because 

they tell us that dragons can be defeated."  

What are examples of Fairy Tales, then? You can't go 

wrong with the oldest. The Grimm Fairy Tales. The Blue 

Fairy Book, Green Fairy book, etc.  

But Fairy Tales are still being told today. Not nearly as 

much as I would like to see, but they are still there if 

you look for them. The Never-ending Story by Micheal 

Ende is a Fairy Tale. The true and sharp pain that is a 

characteristic of all Fairy Tales for children is there. 

Basta's mother is dead, his father is distant and as the 

story progresses Basta faces a myriad of character is-

sues that all children will face as they grow older and 

repentance is called for.  

The Inkheart trilogy, though younger and not as deep in 

nature, is still a Fairy Tale. There is true pain, true loss, 

true suffering, and (if you'll pardon me the joke) "twu 

wuv."  

I'm currently facing an internal debate over where to 

put our friend Harry Potter, but I have decided that at 

least the last (Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows) 

belongs with the Fairy Tale. We may still not find the 

murdered parents and the cruel aunt and uncle too 

believable, but I assure you there are children all over 

the world and throughout history who have faced such 

pain. An Enemy exists and He will wound and maim and 

kill, but children need Stories to remind their budding 

souls and imaginations that that the Enemy never tri-

umphs forever.  

(Continued from page 9) 
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“It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go 

to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all men, 

and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better 

than laughter, for by the sadness of the countenance 

the heart is made better.” (Ecclesiastes 7:2-3) 

A 
s a friend of mine says, “We are all termi-

nal.” 

He’s right, of course. “All are of the dust, 

and all turn to dust again” (Eccl. 3:20). We 

all really know it. For years I have wept with those who 

wept – and thought I felt their pain. I’ve lost four 

grandparents who were particularly precious to me, 

and I have known grief. 

However, when death strikes 

one too young, when death 

seems to waste so much of life’s 

potential, when the dead is a 

brother, when the parents sur-

vive, when the dying one does 

not know God, and when you sit 

in the room during the final days 

and minutes in which death 

does its work – under such cir-

cumstances, the acquaintance with pain and grieving 

seems especially intimate. 

Things I had never done for my little brother before 

last week: 

 held his hand while he took his last breath 

 waited with his other sister for signs of hope, and 

for the end 

 held his parents as they watched him die 

 gone through the bag of personal effects he had 

worn to the hospital –his glasses, lounge pants, 

slippers (He took nothing away with him.) 

 waited with his body for the hour and a half it took 

the funeral home attendants to arrive 

 sent a text message to his nephews and niece: 

“Jimbo has crossed the bar. 4-26-2009, 3 pm.” 

 read through all his personal papers and files to 

see what needed attention (and to be close to him) 

 thrown away his last cigarette 

 cleaned out his jeans pockets for the last time 

 written his obituary 

 mailed out copies of his Certifi-

cate of Death to business contacts 

 assisted in making a picture 

collage of his life 

 held his ashes 

I have been inside the House of 

Mourning. I hope that I am some-

how better, as God would want for 

me to be. 

To see Jim’s picture and obituary, go to 

www.hobbsjohnsonfuneralhome.com, and search for 

the name “Bolen.” 

My brother lived 46 years, from September 9, 1962, to 

April 26, 2009. 

Over 250 people either filed into ICU to visit Jim during 

his last few days, and/or came to his memorial service 

on May 2 – people from at least 10 different states. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The House of Mourning—A Life Lesson 
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about nine years, and we treasure those years of sobriety. 

He had some rough life-breaks, though, and instead of 

turning to God for direction and strength (or even to his 

family or friends), he turned back to the drink. Chemical 

addiction to alcohol (and nicotine) has a remarkably pow-

erful pull.  

He was not a carouser, but rather a private, desperate 

drinker who was ashamed of his weakness and tried to 

hide his troubles from others.  That’s why even many of his 

friends were surprised at his decline over these past few 

years. Eventually, he grew tired of fighting, and his judg-

ment became blurred and disabled.  “At the last, the wine 

bites like a serpent and stings like a viper” (Proverbs 

23:32). It bit, and Jim succumbed.   

Standing at the edge of my younger brother’s grave, I want 

to say something like this to every young person I see: 

Please don’t take any alcohol consumption or smoking 

lightly when you are 16, 18, 20, or even 30.  You may (or 

your children may) form an addiction that can spoil a life-

time of good that God has planned and hoped for you. No 

one intends to become addicted; no one can picture him-

self as hopelessly dependent. Beware, and have nothing to 

do with alcohol or tobacco. 

It’s hard to believe that it’s just May. So far this year, my 

mother, my father, my sister, and my brother have all 

spent time in the hospital. It has been a very long four 

months. But my Lord has sustained and comforted me, in 

large part through the hands of many good people. I am 

truly grateful.  

Great is His faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-25) 

Editor’s Note: In 2000, tobacco use was responsible for 4.9 

million deaths worldwide, equating to 71 percent of all 

drug-related deaths. Around 1.8 million deaths were attrib-

utable to the use of alcohol (26 percent of all drug-related 

deaths), and illicit drugs (heroin, cocaine and ampheta-

mines) caused approximately 223,000 deaths (3 percent of 

all drug-related deaths). (source, W.H.O.) 

These are comments I heard repeatedly from those 

friends and family members:   

 “He enriched my life.”  

 “What a joy he was!”   

 “How can this be?!  I had no idea he was so sick.”   

 “I’ve been walking around in shock.”   

 “He always made me laugh.”   

 “He was always checking in on my parents to visit 

with them and see what he could do for them.”   

 “He was our whole neighborhood watch team!”  

 “He was the best shot I ever knew.”   

 “What a gifted man!”   

 “What will we ever do without him?”  

 “He was so thoughtful to visit and help people.”   

 “He made the whole room light up.” 

 “He was like a brother to me.”  

 “He was the world’s best hunter and guide.” 

His illness: Jim went to the hospital on April 15 and was 

admitted to ICU with double pneumonia. The doctors 

managed to get the pneumonia under control over the 

next 10 days, but his lungs and heart were in bad condi-

tion from years of smoking, so his breathing remained 

labored.  Additionally, his liver and kidneys were seri-

ously damaged from alcohol consumption, so his body 

could not recover from trauma. 

Jim was a sweet man with a tender heart, but he had a 

grave addiction with which he struggled for 30 years – 

but from which he never completely freed himself.  He 

became addicted as a young man. (Our good God warns 

us:  “Look not upon the wine when it is red, when it 

sparkles in the cup and goes down smoothly.” Proverbs 

23:31).  Jim tried three times to rid himself of his tor-

ment with rehabilitation. At one point, he was dry for 

(Continued from page 11) 


