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on the way. Sally was busy from sun up to sun down with 

her little ones, yet made time to study the history of 

homeschooling, various methods, and personal stories.  

She read into the wee hours, planning a course of study.  

(Jonathan was on shift work and working 60 plus hours a 

week so she had time to fill!)  

When we began with KONOS, it was important for us to 

include the little girls. This was a good fit for lots of little 

ones. Our days were spent reading aloud, playing together, 

working together, and doing lots of fun activities. Of 

course, we also took long walks and good naps. Never a 

day went by without reading. Sally became convinced that 

all the bells and whistles might be necessary for some, but 

reading was the key for us. She had always loved to read 

(and incidentally has a degree in English Literature from 

USF). She read book after book to the children—classic 

fairytales, modern fairytales, fables, non-fiction, novels—

not just at nap and bed-time—on and off throughout the 

day. Sally and the kids went to the library and picked up 

stacks and stacks of books...all the little ones would sit and 

listen while she nursed babies and read. This was a time so 

precious that even the memory is poignant. This time of 

reading and playing together was foundational to our 

homeschool. It provided the environment to learn without 

the need for a structured curriculum. 

In kindergarten, Sally taught each child to read, using two 

books (an investment of $40 to teach five children so far—

Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons and Al-

phaphonics). They spent less than one hour per day and 

were reading fluently in a few months. By this age, some of 

the children were writing just from exposure and some did 

not seem interested yet. This was the only structured lan-

guage arts the children used for elementary school aside 

from some workbooks they enjoyed working in a few min-

utes each day—picked up at Sam’s Club for 5 dollars a 

piece. 

When Jonathan was six or seven, we were all tired of unit 

studies and abandoned KONOS for just books! We pre-

ferred reading without all the planned supplemental activi-

(Continued on page 3) 

W e are the Perz family, currently living in Ala-

bama. Jonathan works with the local church in 

Moody as a full time evangelist. 

Jonathan and Sally have been quite happily married 

nearly 17 years. We have six children: Jonathan II (16), 

Hannah (14.5), Sarah (13), Leah (11), Julia (8.5) and 

Joshua (16 months). We were converted just a few 

months before our wedding and we began making ma-

jor changes in our lives. We both primarily grew up in 

Florida (Lutz and New Port Richey). Shortly after getting 

married, we moved up north when Jonathan enlisted in 

the Air Force. We lived in Colorado, North Dakota and 

South Dakota for the first six years of our marriage. 

Jonathan began preaching part time in South Dakota 

and determined to leave the Air Force and begin full-

time preaching. Our first full-time work was Green Bay, 

Wisconsin. With the exception of Joshua, all the chil-

dren were born up north. We moved to Alabama in 

2002 to work with the church in Moody (south of Bir-

mingham).  

When Jonathan II was just an infant, Sally began study-

ing the idea of home education. With little opportuni-

ties to be outside in North Dakota during the long win-

ter, she poured over books about home schooling. She 

liked what she saw and shared her thoughts with Jona-

than. We both became convicted that it would be in the 

best interest of our family to home educate. We did not 

have any friends who taught at home, but we had wor-

shipped for six months during Jonathan’s technical 

training with a few homeschooling families. We never 

doubted that this was the right path to take. 

Sally could hardly wait to begin and spent much of her 

extra time continuing in research and planning. By the 

time Jonathan II was four years old, she was ready to 

‘officially’ begin with KONOS. In reality, she had begun 

when Jonathan was a baby...reading to him for count-

less hours, playing educational games and make be-

lieve, and narrating every activity of their day. By the 

time he was four, he had two little sisters and another 

By Sally Perz 

Family Profiles: The Perz Clan 
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For junior High and high school grammar we used Shurley 

and Easy Grammar. We abandoned Shurley after the first 

two children—who begged to burn the book when we fin-

ished it. With all of the reading the kids do, we simply did 

not need to work a lot on grammar. So, we just did the 

Easy Grammar for a review. 

We use Veritas Press History to study history chronologi-

cally—sometimes choosing our pleasure reading to accom-

pany our time in history—more when the children were 

younger than we do now. We study Bible when it goes 

along with our chronological study. The children simply 

read the card for the week (32 cards per year for each time 

period) and often additional books Sally has chosen, and 

answer some written questions—this we do through junior 

high. Sometimes we do the recommended activities, but 

we got away from this as the children got older.  

For geography, we studied continent by continent, focus-

ing on individual countries. We used the CIA Factbook web-

site to discuss things like literacy rates, disease, birth and 

death rates and current issues. We took a break recently 

from this rather serious (and sometimes disheartening 

study) to look at 36 landmarks. We plan to get back to our 

country by country study. Our next continent to tackle is 

Europe. 

For high school history and civics, we use Notgrass Materi-

als. At this point, the children work on their own with Sally 

simply going over the material with them as needed. 

We use Math U See for 1st –3rd Grade. After that we move 

to Saxon Math. Some of the children finished MUS early 

and moved to Saxon in 3rd grade. Math Textbooks were 

the only textbooks purchased at all for elementary school. I 

sometimes went over the lessons for the first Saxon book 

or two, but it was not usually needed so we just went to 

the kids working on their own. Of course, we go over any 

concepts that they can’t get on their own. Jonathan 

wanted to participate more fully in our home education, so 

he began going over math with the kids in high school. 

For science, we primarily do experiments through junior 

High. We used Young Scientist which provided monthly 

experiments and materials (most materials were things 

that were often found at home, they supplied any extra 

things). We’ve been using the Apologia materials for high 
(Continued on page 4) 

ties to distract us from the books. Reading quality lit-

erature was all that we needed for the children to learn 

spelling, vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension. Of 

course, Sally provided all the books and only allowed 

books that she felt were worthy of our time and atten-

tion. From time to time, she picked activities to chal-

lenge them and to ascertain if they were indeed pro-

gressing at or above grade level. One year we all read 

the Chronicles of Narnia together and worked on a 

comprehension Guide by Veritas Press—at the chil-

dren’s request after seeing it at a homeschool confer-

ence. This is the one and only time they did compre-

hension in elementary school or junior high. They all did 

well and it was obvious that they had gained all the 

skills they needed without any additional structured 

work.  

How did we know they were reading? We talked about 

our books! One thing that we never regretted doing 

was keeping an ongoing list of all the books each child 

has read. Wow! This was an easy investment of time. 

We simply created a word document for each child and 

now we have records of every book they’ve read.  

We tackled writing after reading—usually in late Kin-

dergarten or 1st grade. This was different for each 

child. Some loved to write and learned through expo-

sure (copying overheads, writing letters). For learning 

to write legibly we used Getty & Dubay Italic Handwrit-

ing—just the first few books so they learned italic writ-

ing and cursive. The kids worked on their own in these 

books for twenty minutes or so a day. The children 

wrote in journals, notebooks or on the computer. The 

girls often wrote stories and poems on their own so 

Sally did not need to give additional assignments. Jona-

than II did as little writing as he could get by with and 

Sally realized that loving to write was not necessarily 

genetic! We purchased composition books from Wal-

Mart and the children were told to write a story, a 

poem, a non-fiction piece or something of that sort 

each week. Sally critiqued for them and that has been 

our writing curriculum—just the cost of composition 

books.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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the hscampout. We are definitely a family of primarily te-

chies and techie-wanna-bes. 

We also love animals. We have one beta fish (Neville), 

three parakeets (Isabella, Knightly, and Emma) and four 

dogs (Aragorn, Arwen, Thor & Freya). We planned the box-

ers (Aragorn & Arwen) and the mixed breeds (Thor & 

Freya) literally appeared on our front lawn last year. Long 

story, happy ending. We rescued them and it has been a 

great experience. We are a pet friendly family for certain! 

Sally runs a tight ship when it comes to keeping the home 

neat, organized and clean. All of the children are expected 

to keep things up to mom’s standards! They each have as-

signed chores and are expected to take care of their pos-

sessions. Our motto has always been simple. Everything 

has a place—when not in use that’s where it goes. 

Sally enjoys entertaining, and homeschooling and is thank-

ful to be a wife and homemaker. What more could a 

woman ask for? She thrills in keeping the home and mak-

ing it a blessing for our family and others. Four indoor dogs 

and five girls with long hair keep the vacuum in use often! 

Nursing, nurturing, carrying, potty training, and reading to 

Joshua has been the focus of the past 16 months. Having a 

little one around again has been a joy for all of us. Knowing 

that we have another little one to teach is such a special 

blessing indeed!  

We are blessed to be a part of a local group of 

homeschoolers who are all Christians (HEIRs). Sally edits 

the newsletter and has coordinated the spelling bee for 

the past 4 years. Each year we do a math bee, Bible bee, 

spelling bee and the children contribute art, writing, pen-

manship and science/history projects. Our children have 

consistently placed in the bees and other competitions!  

Our academic goal is to teach our children to teach them-

selves—to light a fire that will continue to burn throughout 

their lives. We are so thankful for the freedom to educate 

at home, our way! We are thankful that our older children 

have thrived with our methods and look forward to the 

years ahead with the little ones... 

Our greatest desire is that our children make Jesus their 

Lord and Savior. That is the primary focus of our lives. We 

want to raise godly intelligent adults who are interested in 

serving the Lord and others. 

school. Additionally, Sally’s brother is a biology profes-

sor and we have used many of the books he’s given us 

to study various aspects of science. 

Since Alabama does not require testing (and neither did 

Wisconsin), we did not feel the need to test any of the 

children regularly. Just to see how they would compare 

with other children their age (considering our eclectic 

relaxed manner of study), we tested the two oldest at 

home using Seton Testing services’ standardized tests 

when one was entering Junior high and the other was 

entering high school. Both of them got composite 

scores of 99%. Sally was nine months pregnant and 

sobbed in relief and thanksgiving—Jonathan never 

doubted that the kids were excelling so he was not 

nearly as emotional! The kids thought it was amazing 

that opening test scores could bring on that kind of 

emotion! Why do home school moms seem to always 

feel like they are falling short? 

Every evening we read aloud from a novel, the Bible 

and sing and pray. This ‘family devotion’ has been an 

integral part of our lives. No matter how busy things 

are, we always share that time together each evening. 

We have a variety of hobbies. Our number one hobby is 

reading! In addition to reading—fantasy is the number 

one favorite genre around here—we enjoy computer 

activities and games. The guys love online-gaming and 

we all enjoy keeping in touch with our friends on pleo-

nast and e-mail. So many of our friends are long dis-

tance and this provides lots of good opportunities for 

writing!  

All the girls love to write stories. Hannah is our resident 

artist and author. Sarah is working on a book and loves 

to sing. Leah enjoys embroidering. Julia loves to bake 

and is the youngest baker around. She asked to make 

cookies one day and has not stopped baking since. She 

is now teaching herself to sew. Jonathan II is all about 

computers and we'll all be shocked if that is not his ca-

reer path! The apple does not fall far from the tree. 

Jonathan loves computers. He builds computers and 

web-sites. He is responsible for the great web-site for 

(Continued from page 3) 
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If so, I can’t imagine a college better for them than Patrick 
Henry College. At PHC, our mission is to prepare Christian 
men and women who will lead our nation and shape our cul-
ture with timeless biblical values and fidelity to the spirit of 
the American founding. We desire to aid in the transforma-
tion of American society by training Christian students to 
serve God and mankind with a passion for righteousness, jus-
tice and mercy, through careers of public service and cultural 
influence.  
If your son or daughter is 14-18, and you are interested in 
learning more about PHC, please complete the information 
request form http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5772 on the 
web. Our Office of Admissions will send them information 
about our academic programs and our growing, active stu-
dent body. 

Editor’s note: This is included for informational purposes only. This is 
not an endorsement of PHC.  

I s your son or daughter looking for a Christian college 
that offers: 

A classical Christian liberal arts curriculum that 
helps them continue to build a Biblical worldview; 

Majors in Classical Liberal Arts, Government, His-
tory, Journalism, or Literature taught by out-
standing Christian faculty to mentor them; 

Internships and apprenticeships that add real-life 
applications to their classroom learning; 

Christian peers, their fellow students, who will be 
an integral part of their educational experience; 

A $5,200 scholarship for active HSLDA members 
(dispersed annually for $1,300). 

Patrick Henry College  
Offers Scholarships to 
HSLDA Members 

Distinct Advantages 

Fully Accredited Bachelor's Degree 

Christian Worldview 

Study From Home 

Combine High School and College 

Entire Degree for Under $15k.* (Save $25,000 to 

$90,000 on tuition)*Few exceptions for majors that 

require significant on-site study/lab/studio time. 

C ollege Plus! is a revolutionary Christian based 

program helping students earn their fully ac-

credited bachelor’s degree in a fraction of the time 

and cost. Through careful navigation and academic 

coaching, each student acquires a superior level of 

education without the inefficiencies and humanis-

tic pitfalls of today's traditional secular college. 

Home School Legal Defense Association  
P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, Virginia 20134-9000 
Phone: (540) 338-5600 • Fax: (540) 338-2733 •  
E-mail: info@hslda.org Web: http://www.hslda.org 

College Plus 

http://www.collegeplus.org/ 

info@collegeplus.org 

http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5772
mailto:info@hslda.org
http://www.hslda.org
mailto:info@collegeplus.org
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Elementary 

Chess (logic, strategy, cause and effect) 

SomeBody (anatomy) 

Battleship (how to read a grid) 

Fast Fax or Whiz Kid (these are basically the same 

game, W.K. is a Discovery Toy) 

Outburst, Jr. (general knowledge) 

Mastermind (logic) 

Scrambled States (US geography, card game) 

Clue (deductive reasoning) 

Yahtzee (math) 

Mosaic Mysteries (another Discovery Toy, teaches pat-

terns, spatial awareness, symmetry) 

Middle School 

Rummy Roots (vocabulary) 

Apples to Apples (language arts) 

Scrabble (spelling, vocabulary) 

Monopoly (math) 

Scattergories (general knowledge) 

Imaginiff (picked this up at a garage sale, it’s a “party 

game” but it’s fabulous for creativity and allegories) 

Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego? (geography) 

Boggle (spelling, vocabulary) 

All ages 

Puzzles (analyzing, sequencing, problem solving, spatial 

awareness) 

New favorite:  

Are you Smarter than a 5th grader? (general knowledge) 

Anything made by Cranium is a hoot, too. We’ve got Cra-

nium and the Ziggity card game, and the kids have played 

some of the others with friends. 

G ames have always played 

a foundational role in our 

homeschool. When you 

play games, kids are fully engaged 

– left brain and right brain, analytical and creative- 

you’re firing all the neurons at once. Pieces of informa-

tion picked up during games are retained because they 

have emotional “velcro” to stick to, lots of little hooks 

that tie into different areas of memory. Plus, at the 

same time you’re creating family memories, bonding, 

and cementing relationships that are so crucial, and 

modeling character skills like sportsmanship, patience 

and taking turns. It also builds moral and prevents burn

-out. I don’t know any other activity that gets so much 

bang for your buck. Almost all board and card games 

have some educational value. As I see my kids progress 

into more grown-up competitions than Chutes and Lad-

ders (like spelling bees or community theater audi-

tions), I can see their sportsmanship and game-playing 

skills showing fruit. 

Sometimes we get creative with our games and use 

them for other purposes. We’ve done spelling practice 

using only Scrabble tiles and learned Spanish by playing 

Go Fish or Candyland in Spanish. Many games can be 

multi-tasked that way. Some of our favorites (and this 

really is only a sample of what’s in that closet): 

Pre-K to Young Elementary 

Monopoly, Jr (teaches counting and simple adding 

and subtracting) 

Checkers and Connect 4 (strategy, pre-logic skills) 

Chutes and Ladders (counting to 100) 

Footloose (board game for PE, no reading) 

Kids on Stage (board game version of charades, no 

reading) 

Concentration (memory) 

Educational Game Suggestions 
By Jean Hall 
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Reading:  

The Key to the Imagination 

To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of vantage which gives a view over wide ter-

rains of history, human variety, ideas, shared experience and the fruits of many inquir-

ies.—A C Grayling 

Wear the old coat and buy the new book—Austin Phelps 

He that loves a book will never want a faithful friend, a wholesome counselor, a cheerful companion, an effectual 

comforter. By study, by reading, by thinking, one may innocently divert and pleasantly entertain himself, as in all 

weathers, as in all fortunes—Barrow 

We read to know we are not alone—C.S. Lewis 

No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading, or surrender yourself to self-chosen 

ignorance—Confucius 

Reading without reflecting is like eating without digesting—Edmund Burke 

Children are made readers on the laps of their parents—Emilie Buchwald 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few are to be chewed and digested—Francis Ba-

con 

The non-reading children are the greatest problem in American education—Glenn Doman 

To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark—Victor Hugo 

What is reading but silent conversation?—Walter Savage Landor 

To acquire the habit of reading is to construct for yourself a refuge from almost all the miseries of life—Somerset 

Maugham 

A writer only begins a book. A reader finishes it—Samuel Johnson 

When we read a story, we inhabit it. The covers of the book are like a roof and four walls. What is to happen next 

will take place within the four walls of the story. And this is possible because the story’s voice makes everything its 

own—John Berger 

It is not enough to simply teach a child to read; we have to give them something worth reading. Something that will 

stretch their imaginations—something that will help them make sense of their own lives and encourage them to 

reach out toward the people whose lives are quite different from their own—Katherine Patterson 

Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere—Mary Schmich 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body—Richard Steele 
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quently, all of us are limited by space and time in ways that 

characters in books are not.  

Another benefit of fiction is that it allows a view from 

"above." When discussing the real world, no matter how 

distant the relationship, there exists a certain amount of 

fog around the behaviors of those involved. The behavior 

of Lucy Steele only comes into real focus when one can 

also observe the behaviors of Elinor, Edward, and Fanny. 

Likewise, the ridiculousness of Marianne becomes appar-

ent only when compared to Elinor and when observed in 

relation to Willoughby and Colonel Brandon. Anyway, the 

distance and insight into characters' thought processes is 

useful for "getting" the big picture. 

Dickens is also an excellent source for such observations.  

Books give us a telescoped view- show-

ing us decades of life in a few hundred 

pages.  

And while I make no apologies for shel-

tering my younger children, I also want 

to look ahead to a time when my sons-

in-law will be able to trust their wives' 

wisdom, and my daughters will be 

aware enough of the world so that they can wisely do their 

families good and not evil. I want to look ahead to the time 

when my children will be interacting with other young 

adults in the world, or might be parents.  

So I use books with characters who behave in less than ad-

mirable ways, who sin, who do wrong, who serve as bad 

examples and horrible warnings. While a smart person 

learns from his mistakes, a wise person learns from other 

people's mistakes. I'd like it best if my children can learn 

from the mistakes of characters in books, rather than from 

people who could really harm them physically or emotion-

ally.  

This surprises some of my Christian friends. Of course, I am 

not recommending gratuitously evil examples. But I do sug-

(Continued on page 9) 

The Necessity of Horrible Warnings  

and Bad Examples: Books Build Character, 

Part The Third 

I 
’ve said that the bad examples in literature are at 

least as important as the good examples. I think 

this is particularly true for my children, and other 

families something like ours. In some ways, we live 

somewhat sheltered lives. I don't think that's necessar-

ily a bad thing. Some aspects of that are deliberate. 

Other aspects of that are consequences of other 

choices we've made for other reasons. We once lived in 

a town with a population of 299- you 

don't get a broad range of human 

experience in such circumstances. For 

three years we did not live in a town 

at all, but on a dirt road in the coun-

try. Our nearest neighbors were one 

mile away. We could not get televi-

sion reception if we wanted it. Now 

we still live in the country, but our 

road is paved. Our nearest neighbors are my parents, 

and there is one child who lives within two miles or so 

of us. Because of the woods, we can't actually see any-

body else's house from here. We are homebodies.  

Because of the 20 years my husband spent in the mili-

tary, the longest we've ever lived in any single house is 

four years. That doesn't give us a lot of time to watch 

events develop, to see decisions and choices play out in 

people's lives.  

So, sometimes for deliberate reasons and sometimes as 

a side effect of our lifestyle, our younger children have 

been somewhat sheltered. I want to protect them, yet I 

also want to look ahead to a time where my children 

will be adults. Gradually, as they grow, they will have 

more responsibilities, just as their oldest siblings, now 

in their twenties, do. And while we have moved fre-

Books Build Character (Part III)  

By Wendi Capehart 
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their consciences by injudicious exposure to sheer wicked-

ness just for the sake of wickedness (keeping your literary 

standards high will help prevent this, as gratuitous wicked-

ness is often, though not always, badly written). Hebrews 

5:14 says that strong food is for the mature. But how do 

we become mature? The same verse explains that the ma-

ture are those who because of practice have their senses 

trained to discern good and evil. 

Giving the children well written books to read is one way to 

give them material upon which to practice.  

You do, of course, wish to give them tools and skills to ap-

ply in that practice. Children should be taught good habits 

of both action and thought from the cradle. Charlotte Ma-

son believed that from their earliest moments children 

should be reminded of their place in the Kingdom of 

Heaven, that they were made for and must have God, and 

that they owed their Heavenly King much love and service. 

She taught that even our thoughts are not our own, but 

that we have a duty to think just thoughts of our neighbors 

just as much as we have a duty to deal justly in our actions. 

Parents who apply these principles will see their children 

employ what they have learned to judge their reading ma-

terial.  

It is my experience that children brought up to have some 

idea of right and wrong in their own actions (and very few 

homeschooling parents fail to do at least this much) al-

ready *are* able to judge right and wrong in their reading, 

even if it is not pointed out to them. Perhaps sometimes 

they judge even better under those circumstances.  

A recent discussion of fairy tales prompted me to think 

further on this topic of children's judgment and the stories 

they read. I was a voracious reader of fairy tales at a cer-

tain point in my youth. I hadn't given much thought to 

whether I picked up any morals from them. I just loved the 

stories. In response to an online discussion a few years 

ago, where several other mothers insisted fairy tales were 

violent, immoral, and had no redeeming value, I started 

thinking about it, and tried to recall my childhood view of 

the stories. I realized that I had made judgments of right 

(Continued on page 10) 

gest that many Christians are too quick to dismiss valu-

able books because they expect their books, unlike real 

life, and decidedly unlike the Bible, to have only well 

behaved, admirable human beings in them.  

Some of us want books written like 19th century Victo-

rian morality tales, where the boys who don't go to 

Sunday School come to sticky ends and lament their 

lack on their death beds. We think it's a good story, 

however badly it's written, if the maidens are so virtu-

ous they faint rather than play a folk song on a Sunday. 

In these types of stories the hardest questions rarely 

get asked, and the solution to any problem is often so 

unrealistic that we ought to laugh at it rather than to 

admire it.  

I lost my faith in these trite banalities quite young. 

When I was a child our Sunday School had little moral 

Sunday papers with stories in them for us to take home 

and read during the week. I vividly remember one story 

about a nice, Christian child dealing with a bully at 

school by simply being sweet, and telling the bully 

about the love of Christ. The bully was immediately re-

pentant and even grateful to the sweet Christian child. I 

tried it, odious little goody two shoes that I (briefly) 

was, and the bully's response was so unpleasant that I 

henceforth scorned those moral tales as snares and 

delusions.  

Real life is not always so simplistic, and we do our chil-

dren a disservice when we offer them books that pre-

tend otherwise. It is not enough to write a trite and 

sticky sweet tale where all the bad people come to a 

bad end and all the good people are rewarded, slap a 

Bible verse on it, and call it Christian.  

If we do our job teaching our children the great truths 

of the Bible, the themes found over and over in Prov-

erbs and in the beatitudes, they will apply the morals 

they have learned to the stories they read. They will 

filter their reading through their moral compass.  

It is true that we want to go gently with children and 

not overwhelm them with evil. Nor do we want to sear 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/toc.html
http://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/toc.html
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and wrong on my own, even when the story didn't make 

them. And on occasion, when the story did seem to 

point to a moral, I was perfectly able to disagree with it 

if it didn't line up with what I knew of right and wrong.  

The Tinderbox is a good illustration of what I mean. For 

those of you not familiar with it, is the story of an out of 

work soldier who, in an Aladdin's Lamp type series of 

events, comes across a magic tinderbox. Striking the box 

1, 2, or 3 times will bring one of three different dogs to 

him to do his bidding, and these are no ordinary dogs. 

One has eyes as big as saucers, one has eyes as big as 

dinner plates, and one has eyes as big as the clock in the 

bell tower. There's the usual princess in the story, and in 

the end, he—of course—marries the princess.  

It would appear that the soldier is the hero. However, 

although I always enjoyed the story, I never liked the 

hero. I didn't admire him, and never felt there was much 

about him I'd want to emulate or want my own knight in 

shining armor, when he came, to imitate. He's full of the 

stuff of raw courage, but that's about it—and I knew that 

as a child even when I could not articulate it. 

All of our girls also loved fairy tales. When one of the 

girls was nine years old, about the time I was having that 

online discussion mentioned above, I asked her if she'd 

read The Tinder Box and what she thought of it. Here's 

what she said:  

"Oh, yes, I've read it so many times I'm sick of it! I like it, 

but I don't like the soldier. He starts off by cutting off the 

witches head for not telling him why she wants the tin-

derboxes, and he doesn't know she's a witch!"  

Yes, I agreed, that was what happened. "What," I asked 

her, "do you think about the soldier in the rest of the 

story?"  

"Well, he does do some nice things. He gives a lot of 

money to poor people. But he bothers the princess and 

he makes his dogs bite the king and queen! Then he 

marries the princess and the story says they lived very 

happily."  

(Continued from page 9) She stopped there, but from the cynical tone of her voice, 

it was clear that she didn't see how such a beginning possi-

bly managed to end in a happy marriage.  

My daughter used her conscience and judgment to make 

her own decisions about the actions of the 'hero' of The 

Tinderbox and whether they were right or wrong. I was 

impressed with how well she did judge. I asked her if she 

thought he was a hero of the sort she would like to imi-

tate, and received a resounding 'no!'  

Charlotte Mason says that 'reason, judgment, imagination, 

discrimination...take care of themselves and play as natu-

rally and involuntarily upon the knowledge we receive 

with attention and fix by narration as do the digestive or-

gans upon duly masticated food-stuff for the body. We 

must feed the mind as the body fitly and freely; and the 

less we meddle with the digestive processes in the one 

area in the other the more healthy the life we shall sus-

tain. It is an infinitely great thing, that mind of man, pre-

sent in completeness and power in even the dullest of our 

pupils." (page 259 of Volume 6)  

Real books are food for the mind—nourishing food, not 

milky, watered down stories squeezed dry of anything to 

chew on. Stories told with vigor and imagination were the 

proper mind food for children—not distilled moral tales, 

bereft of any spark of life. The plot need not be realistic- 

animals may talk, it may be set on Mars, or there may be 

fairy godmothers and unicorns, but the characters should 

be lifelike and the writing should be well crafted. The chil-

dren learn to deal with literature by being given litera-

ture—suitable to their age, and at times judiciously ed-

ited—but still literature. Given the proper food and some 

parental discussions (and for Christians, Biblical knowl-

edge), the child's mind will act on it in the proper way, and 

the more of that proper food, the better the child's mind 

would be able to deal with stronger meat.  

Stories by Hans Christian Anderson, traditional folk and 

fairy tales, Dickens, Les Miserables, Shakespeare, nearly all 

the great classics, these are a fit food for young minds to 

begin working on as they train themselves to distinguish 

good from evil by constant use of their moral sense. 

http://www.underthesun.cc/Classics/Andersen/TinderBox/
http://www.pleonast.com/user/Memento_Mori
http://amblesideonline.org/CM/6_2_02.html


There is no frigate like a book 

To take us lands away, 

Nor any coursers like a page 

Of prancing poetry. 

This traverse may the poorest take 

Without oppress or toll 

How frugal is the chariot 

That bears a human soul. 
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1. Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 

2. Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert 

3. War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy 

4. Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov 

5. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

6. Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

7. The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 

8. In Search of Lost Time by Marcel Proust 

9. The Stories of Anton Chekhov by Anton Chekhov 

10. Middlemarch by George Eliot 

Editor’s note: This is not necessarily a list of books 

that are recommended by the editors of Family Times. 

I am quite certain that more than one of them con-

tains things that may be disturbing to our readers. As 

with all books, enter the author’s world at your own 

risk. 
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By Emily Dickinson 

The Greatest Books of all Time: 
Derived from the top 10 lists of 125 of the world's most celebrated writers 

combined—found in  

J. Peder Zane's The Top 10 (Norton; 352 pages) 

Unto my Books—so good to turn— 

Far ends of tired Days— 

It half endears the Abstinence— 

And Pain—is missed—in Praise— 

 

As Flavors—cheer Retarded Guests 

With Banquetings to be— 

So Spices—stimulate the time 

Till my small Library— 

 

It may be Wilderness—without— 

Far feet of failing Men— 

But Holiday—excludes the night— 

And it is Bells—within— 

 

I thank these Kinsmen of the Shelf— 

Their Countenances Kid 

Enamor—in Prospective— 

And satisfy—obtained— 

A Book 

Unto My Books 

http://www.toptenbooks.net
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W hen children begin working outside of the home, many parents are con-
fused by employers’ requests for permits, especially when told that the 
permits must be issued by a public school official. Hourly work restric-

tions and occupation prohibitions can also be confusing. For these reasons, HSLDA 
unveiled this week a new resource for members—a summary for each of the 50 

states’ child labor and work permit laws. 

Members can access this resource through the Forms and Other Resources page or through the State Laws page of the 
HSLDA web site at hslda.org  

You must be a member of HSLDA to access these pages - remember that all Family Times subscribers can receive a dis-
count on HSLDA membership through our Family Times discount group. If you are not currently receiving your discount 
with HSLDA, contact Dave Pratte at studylessons-1@yahoo.com.  

Picturing America 

By Dave Pratte 

Work Permits Now Available From HSLDA 

T 
he National Endowment for the Humanities has launched a new project aimed at 
inspiring Americans about our history through art masterpieces. Entitled “Picturing 
America,” the program offers free art prints and educational materials to 
homeschool families. HSLDA will supplement this with a free course and DVD, 
along with online materials, quizzes, and teacher’s guide—all from a Christian per-

spective. Our free course will be available in April 2009. 

The NEH will send you 40 huge, high-quality color reproductions (24 by 36 inches) of famous paintings and other art in 
March 2009. You will also receive a teacher’s resource book with a wide range of ideas and background information to 
help you use the works of art in core subject areas. View the program’s American masterpieces here 
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5698 

Due to the high cost of these materials, and the fact that there are only 18,000 available, the reproductions will only be 
sent to groups of two or more families. We encourage you to work with local homeschool families and homeschool 
support groups to find homeschoolers in your area who also wish to take advantage of this program. 

You will need to register onlinehttp://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5699 before Wednesday, November 12,to receive 
these materials. Your art collection and teacher resources will be sent to your group directly from NEH. Your informa-
tion will not be shared with any other government agencies. We hope that you take advantage of this unique opportu-
nity to learn more about our nation’s history and to encourage learning about fine art. 

Please contact us at generationjoshua@hslda.org or 540-338-8608 if you have any questions. 

Mike Smith, HSLDA President 
Will Estrada, Generation Joshua Director 
Home School Legal Defense Association • P.O. Box 3000 • Purcellville, Virginia 20134-9000 
Phone: (540) 338-5600 • Fax: (540) 338-2733 • Email: info@hslda.org Web: http://www.hslda.org 

http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/ 

http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5698
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5699
mailto:generationjoshua@hslda.org
mailto:info@hslda.org
http://www.hslda.org

