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C.S. Lewis

Mere Christianity
Miracles

The Screwtape Letters

J.R.R. Tolkien
The Hobbit

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy

Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet
Othello

Macbeth

Julius Caesar

Edward Belamy
Looking Backward

George Barr McCutcheon
Brewster's Millions
Charles Dickens:

A Tale of Two Cities
David Copperfield

Oliver Twist

Harriet Becher Stowe
Uncle Tom's Cabin

Great Books for
High School

By Jeff Hamilton (taken from hslist)

Richard Paul Evans
The Christmas Box
Timepiece

The Letter

The Locket

The Looking Glass

The Carousel

Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr.
Cheaper by the Dozen

Jean Craighead George
My Side of the Mountain

Laura Engel Wilder
Little House series

Mark Twain
Just about all his writings

Arthur Conan Doyle
Sherlock Holmes series

Edgar Allen Poe
Just about all his writings
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Family Profiles: The Perz Clan

By Sally Perz on the way. Sally was busy from sun up to sun down with

e are the Perz family, currently living in Ala-her little ones, yet made time to study the history of

bama. Jonathan works with the local church inhomeschooling, various methods, and personal stories.
Moody as a full time evangelist. She read into the wee hours, planning a course of study.
éJonathan was on shift work and working 60 plus hours a

Jonathan and Sally have been quite happily marrie _ _
ek so she had time to fill!)

nearly 17 years. We have six children: Jonathan Il (16\5\{e
Hannah (14.5), Sarah (13), Leah (11), Julia (8.5) aM¥hen we began with KONOS, it was important for us to
Joshua (16 months). We were converted just a fewnclude the little girls. This was a good fit for lots of little
months before our wedding and we began making maones. Our days were spent reading aloud, playing together,
jor changes in our lives. We both primarily grew up invorking together, and doing lots of fun activities. Of
Florida (Lutz and New Port Richey). Shortly after gettin§ourse, we also took long walks and good naps. Never a
married, we moved up north when Jonathan enlisted inday went by without reading. Sally became convinced that
the Air Force. We lived in Colorado, North Dakota andll the bells and whistles might be necessary for some, but
South Dakota for the first six years of our marriagereading was the key for us. She had always loved to read
Jonathan began preaching part time in South Dakotdand incidentally has a degree in English Literature from
and determined to leave the Air Force and begin-full USF). She read book after book to the childrefassic
time preaching. Our first fulime work was Green Bay, fairytales, modern fairytales, fables, ndistion, novels
Wisconsin. With the exception of Joshua, all the chilhot just at nap and bedimet on and off throughout the

dren were born up north. We moved to Alabama inday. Sally and the kids went to the library and picked up
2002 to work with the church in Moody (south of Bir- Stacks and stacks of books...all the little ones would sit and

mingham). listen while she nursed babies and read. This was a time so

When Jonathan Il was just an infant, Sally began Stud);)_recmus that even the memory is poignant. This time of

ing the idea of home education. With little opportuni- Leadlng han? Ii)layln% tgijsther Yvas foutntdaltlonal t'(t)h outr
ties to be outside in North Dakota during the long win- OMESCNool. 1t provided the environment to fearn withou

ter, she poured over books about home schooling. Sh(tahe need for a structured curriculum.

liked what she saw and shared her thoughts with Jonal" kindergarten, Sally taught each child to read, using two
than. We both became convicted that it would be in theP00oks (an investment of $40 to teach five children sa far
best interest of our family to home educate. We did not Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy LesmomsAl-
have any friends who taught at home, but we had wor-Phaphonicy They spent less than one hour per day and
AKALIISR T2N aAE Y2yidka \RegeNgedng fluepty in p tew mopthissBy thissadex Somed®f ¢
training with a few homeschooling families. We neverthe children were writing just from exposure and some did
doubted that this was the right path to take. not seem interested yet. This was the only structured lan-
Sally could hardly wait to begin and spent much of heduage arts the children used for eIemen.tary- school agide

: L . from some workbooks they enjoyed working in a few min-
extra time continuing in research and planning. By the o .
time Jonathan Il was four years old, she was ready tg.tes each day LA O1 SR dzLJ b o {FYaa /
W2FFAOAIEE8Q 683Ay sAd0K VEBh{o Ly NBIrHtAGeEs aKS KIR
when Jonathan was a baby...reading to him for countWhen Jonathan was six or seven, we were all tired of unit
less hours, playing educational games and make bétudies and abandoned KONOS for just books! We pre-
lieve, and narrating every activity of their day. By theferred reading without all the planned supplemental activi-

time he was four, he had two little sisters and another (Continued on pag®)
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(Continued from page) For junior High and high school grammar we used Shurley

and Easy Grammar. We abandoned Shurley after the first
ties to distract us from the books. Reading quality lit-two childrert who begged to burn the book when we fin-
erature was all that we needed for the children to learnished it. With all of the reading the kids do, we simply did
spelling, vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension. Ohot need to work a lot on grammar. So, we just did the
course, Sally provided all the books and only allowedtasy Grammar for a review.

books that she felt were worthy of our time and atten- o \,qq vieritas Press History to study history chronologi-

tion. From time to time, she picked activities to Chal'callyr sometimes choosing our pleasure reading to accom-

lenge them and to ascertain if they were indeed pro'pany our time in history more when the children were

gressing at or above grade level. One year we all reagounger than we do now. We study Bible when it goes

the Chronlcl_es of Narnla toggther and worked _on aalong with our chronological study. The children simply
comprehension Guide by Veritas Presg the chil-

.. read the card for the week (32 cards per year for each time

RNByQa NBldsSat FFGSN) 4SS %e%o%) afdofteh %dditli'onale%oKsSS”laI@ HisThose and T

ence: Th_|s is the one and only .tlm.e th.ey did COmlor?'answer some written questionsthis we do through junior
hension in elementary school or junior high. They all di

) _ _ dnigh. Sometimes we do the recommended activities, but
well and it was obvious that they had gained all the : .
we got away from this as the children got older.

skills they needed without any additional structured

work For geography, we studied continent by continent, focus-

ing on individual countries. We used the CIA Factbook web-
books! O h h 4 do site to discuss things like literacy rates, disease, birth and
our books: One thing that we never regretted doing death rates and current issues. We took a break recently

was keeping an ongoing list of all the books each ChII(flrom this rather serious (and sometimes disheartening

| Th: . .
has read. Wow! This was an easy investment of t'me'study) to look at 36 landmarks. We plan to get back to our

We simply created a word document for each child and , ,
R BN oL L . cquntry by country st_udl)</. Our next, continent to tackle is
y2g 89S KIS NBO2NRa 27F S%rgb% 02217 UKSeQUS NBIFIROD

We tackled writing after readirgusually in late Kin-

How did we know they were reading? We talked about

For high school history and civics, we use Notgrass Materi-

de.rgarten or 1st grade.. This was different for eaChals. At this point, the children work on their own with Sally
child. Some loved to write and learned through expo-_. . o
simply going over the material with them as needed.

sure (copying overheads, writing letters). For learning
to write legibly we used Getty & Dubay ltalic Handwrit- W€ use Math U See for 1g8rd Grade. After that we move

ingt just the first few books so they learned italic writ- to Saxon Math. Some. of the children finished MUS early
ing and cursive. The kids worked on their own in theseand moved to Saxon in 3rd grade. Math Textbooks were
the only textbooks purchased at all for elementary school. |
wrote in journals, notebooks or on the computer. The sometimes went over the lessons for the first Saxon book

girls often wrote stories and poems on their own s0©r two, but it was not usually needed so we just went to

Sally did not need to give additional assignments. JonaI;he kid% VYOfk‘,”g on their OV\{n' Of, COUrse, we go over famy
than 11 did as little writing as he could get by with and® 2 ¥ OS5 L0 é UKk G IKS e ot y_Q a 13
Sally realized that loving to write was not necessaril))Named to participate more fully in our home education, so
genetic! We purchased composition books from Wal he began going over math with the kids in high school.

Mart and the children were told to write a story, a For science, we primarily do experiments through junior

poem, a norfiction piece or something of that sort High. We usedYoung Scientistvhich provided monthly

each week. Sally critiqued for them and that has beerexperiments and materials (most materials were things

our writing curriculum just the cost of composition that were often found at home, they supplied any extra

books. OKAy3aooe 2SQ@S o6SSy dzaAiy3a Gl
(Continued on pagé)

books for twenty minutes or so a day. The children
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(Continued from page) the hscampout. We are definitely a family of primarily te-

. oL chies and techiavannabes.
aoOK22tftd ! RRAUAZY I fttex (I th éIQéI ON\_BgIKSNJ
A2NJ YR 68 KI@S dzasSR Yiyecd 3% OHeK@'moSQ\Q’i _

: . three parakeets (Isabella, Knightly, and Emma) and “four

to study various aspects of science.
dogs (Aragorn, Arwen, Thor & Freya). We planned the box-
Since Alabama does not require testing (and neither di%rs (Aragorn & Arwen) and the mixed breeds (Thor &
Wisconsin), we did not feel the need to test any of thegqy ) jiterally appeared on our front lawn last year. Long
children regularly. Just to see how they would compar%tory, happy ending. We rescued them and it has been a

with other children their age (considering our eclectic gt experience. We are a pet friendly family for certain!
relaxed manner of study), we tested the two oldest at

a | OAZ2f23¢é

K2YS daiy3d {Sd2y ¢SaidAy3 SaL}a"éWQ%‘A“%@?B"““%W|-°$F‘ﬁﬁ-t?\l'ﬁ?\p"f‘géﬂﬁ? hQine »

when one was entering Junior high and the other Wasgeat, organized and clean. All of the children are expected

. . 02 1SSL) GKAy3a dzL)J 2 Y2YQa
entering high school. Both of them got composite " :
. algned chores and are expected to take care of their pos-
scores of 99%. Sally was nine months pregnant an

sobbed in relief and thanksgivinglonathan never sessions. Our motto has always been simple. Everything

doubted that the kids were excelling so he was nothaS aplaceg KSy yzu Ay das ukbuQa
nearly as emotional! The kids thought it was amazing>ally enjoys entertaining, and homeschooling and is thank-
that opening test scores could bring on that kind offul to be a wife and homemaker. What more could a
emotion! Why do home school moms seem to alwaysvoman ask for? She thrills in keeping the home and mak-
feel like they are falling short? ing it a blessing for our family and others. Four indoor dogs

, : i . . |
Every evening we read aloud from a novel, the Bibleand five girls with long hair keep the vacuum in use often!

YR aAy3 FyR LN} &d ¢KAa& Nusipgynugtugng, Rargng.patty Yyamingkandgreaging &y
integral part of our lives. No matter how busy thingsJOShua has been the focus of the past 16 months. HaVing a

are, we always share that time together each evening. little one around again has been a joy for all of us. Knowing

We have a variety of hobbies. Our number one hobby iéhat we have another little one to teach is such a special

reading! In addition to readingfantasy is the number blessing indeed!

one favorite genre around hetewe enjoy computer We are blessed to be a part of a local group of
activities and games. The guys love onfjaening and homeschoolers who are all Christians (HEIRs). Sally edits
we all enjoy keeping in touch with our friends on p|eo_the newsletter and has coordinated the spelling bee for
nast and email. So many of our friends are long dis-the past 4 years. Each year we do a math bee, Bible bee,

tance and this provides lots of good opportunities forsPelling bee and the children contribute art, writing, pen-
writing! manship and science/history projects. Our children have

. . .
All the girls love to write stories. Hannah is our residentConSIStentIy placed in the bees and other competitions!

artist and author. Sarah is working on a book and love®ur academic goal is to teach our children to teach them-
to sing. Leah enjoys embroidering. Julia loves to bakg&elves to light a fire that will continue to burn throughout
and is the youngest baker around. She asked to makeir lives. We are so thankful for the freedom to educate
cookies one day and has not stopped baking since. St home, our way! We are thankful that our older children
is now teaching herself to sew. Jonathan Il is all aboufave thrived with our methods and look forward to the
computers and we'll all be shocked if that is not his cayears ahead with the little ones...
reer path! The apple does not fall far from the tree. Our greatest desire is that our children make Jesus their
Jonathan loves computers. He builds computers andord and Savior. That is the primary focus of our lives. We
web-sites. He is responsible for the great welbe for  want to raise godly intelligent adults who are interested in
serving the Lord and others.

Ad b oA ]
qave opegheta Ish fgvile). o,
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Distinct Advantages

C O I I e g e I I u S Fully Accredited Bachelor's Degree

Christian Worldview

( :Ilege Plus! is a revolutionary Christian based * Study From Home

rogram helping students earn thdilly ac- e Combine High School and College
ONBRAGSR ol OKSt 2NR& RS 3 NFhiireDégreb for UNder@1bR 2 3ave35,000 S G
and cost.Through careful navigation and academic $90,000 on tuitiorjFew exceptions for majors that

coaching, each student acquiresaperior level of require significant ossite study/lab/studio time.

education without the inefficiencies and humanis-
http://www.collegeplus.org/

tic pitfalls of today's traditional secular college info@collegeplus.org

A T iPatrick Henry College
i ;,'urOffers Scholarships to
.. &l HS| DA Members

Home School Legal Defense Association

P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, Virginia 2092800

% Phone: (540)33 cnn w Cl-EYoopmnld ooy
£ Email:info@hslda.orgVeb: http://www.hslda.org

Isyour son or daughter looking foraChrlstlan college¥ &2 L OFyQdG AYIFIAYyS | O2f ¢
that offers: Henry College. At PHC, our mission is to prepare Christian

men and women who will lead our nation and shape our cul-
ture with timeless biblical values and fidelity to the spirit of

'the American founding. We desire to aid in the transforma-

e Majors in Classical Liberal Arts, Government, Histion of American society by training Christian students to

e A classical Christian liberal arts curriculum that
helps them continue to build a Biblical worldview;

tory, Journalism, or Literature taught by out- serve God and mankind with a passion for righteousness, jus-
standing Christian faculty to mentor them; tice and mercy, through careers of public service and cultural
) . ] ) influence.
« Internships and apprenticeships that ad.d reke ¢ your son or daughter is 18, and you are interested in
applications to their classroom learning; learning more about PHC, please complete the information

o Christian peers, their fellow students, who will be request formhiip://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=577an the
an integral part of their educational experience; web. Our Office of Admissions will send them information

about our academic programs and our growing, active stu-
* A $5,200 scholarship for active HSLDA membersgent hody.

(dispersed annually for $1,300).

9RAG2NNRE y23SY ¢KAAa Aa AyOfdzRSR
not an endorsement of PHC.


http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5772
mailto:info@hslda.org
http://www.hslda.org
mailto:info@collegeplus.org
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Educational Game Suggestions

By Jean Hall Elementary

mes have always played ® Chess (logic, strategy, cause and effect)

foundational role inour o SomeBody (anatomy)
omeschool. When you

play games, kids are fully engaged *
¢ left brain and right brain, analytical and creative o Fast Fax or Whiz Kid (these are basically the same
82dzOQNB FANARY3I |ttt (G§KS ySdzNBayna WiK{is aDisd@p Tay)h SOSa 2F Ay T
tion p’iclfed l;Ip durirjg games are retai’neid bevcause they,. Outburst, Jr. (general knowledge) o
KIgS SY2uA2yltf aOSt ONRe¢ U2 auAO] 02z t2z2ua 2% ftAOGOGfES
that tie into different areas of memory. Plus, at the * Mastermind (logic)
alYS GAYS &2dz2QNB ONBI GAy3 Fdrambldd States BUS Jdedrdphiy ZcardganfdR A Y 3 =
and cementing relationships that are so crucial, and
modeling character skills like sportsmanship, patience *
and taking turns. It also builds moral and prevents burne Yahtzee (math)
2dzi® L R2yQ0 l1y26 lyeé 20K SI\WS&JiCQIQS?éf%é (55{ln3i\"Jthe\';I [ﬁs‘td@/eryal' §y,ﬁtév’achés?pat-Y d:
bang for your buck. Almost all board and card games terns, spatial awareness, symmetry)
have some educational value. As | see my kids progress
- - Middle School
into more grownup competitions tharChutes and Lad-
ders(like spelling bees or community theater audi- ¢ Rummy Roots (vocabulary)
tions), | can see their sportsmanship and ggpfeeying
skills showing fruit.

Battleship (how to read a grid)

Clue (deductive reasoning)

e Apples to Apples (language arts)

_ _ _ e Scrabble (spelling, vocabulary)

Sometimes we get creative with our games and use

GKSY T2NJ 20 KSNJ LIdzNLIR2 3 Sa @ 2 Bepgpaly (Rathy § 3 LISt t Ay 3 LINF OGA O
using onlyScrabbldiles and learned Spanish by playing o  scattergories (general knowledge)

Go Fislor Candylandn Spanish. Many games can be ) oA .
multi-tasked that way. Some of our favorites (and this Lyt EJA )/7_\ i T ° I_:JA 91 SR ) UKAa . dzL.J
NEBFfte Aa 2yte I alvyLxs 27 3 6KkPEl 3y iRrRaTHP IR EIE VT2

. _ N
PreK to Young Elementary e Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego? (geography)

e Monopoly, Jr (teaches counting and simple adding * Boggle (spelling, vocabulary)

and subtracting) All ages

e Checkers and Connect 4 (strategy,-fogic skills) Puzzles (analyzing, sequencing, problem solving, spatial

« Chutes and Ladders (counting to 100) awareness)

New favorite

e Footloose (board game for PE, no reading)
Are you Smarter than d"grader?(general knowledge)

¢ Kids on Stage (board game version of charades, no

. . ~ A ' P 2
reading) Anything made bCraniumA & | K220Z Cia2 2 o

niumand the Ziggity card game, and the kids have played
» Concentration (memory) some of the others with friends.



