
museum itself, they sponsor a website, 
numerous publications, and speakers. 

The entrance fee is not inexpensive but is 
comparable to other all-day amuse-
ments. Check the fees on their website 
before planning a visit, especially if you 
have a number of children. They do give 
discounts for HSLDA members (bring 
proof of membership), and “senior pas-
tors” and their spouses are free (just tell 
them you are a preacher and bring evi-

(Continued on page 2) 

T 
he Creation Museum is a huge 
building housing displays that ex-

plain Biblical and scientific aspects of 
the Bible. It is located in Kentucky, 
just across the Ohio River from Cincin-
nati. The displays are impressive, ex-
tremely professional, and generally 
quite Biblical. The museum is oper-
ated by Answers in Genesis, an or-
ganization closely related to the Insti-
tute for Creation Research. We found 
no evidence of any ties to any particu-
lar denomination. In addition to the 
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Bible story. Visitors walk from room to room at their own 
pace. Each room presents displays, videos, and/or charts 
describing and representing Bible events (days of creation, 
Adam naming the animals, the first sin, the flood, etc.) 
Some of these displayed images of people or animals (still 
or moving manikins) portraying or discussing some Bible 
event. These naturally involve some interpretation to visu-
alize the scenes, but most were impressive, very well done, 

and very Scripturally oriented. 

The main emphasis was on creation 
and the flood. The purpose was, not 
just to oppose evolution, but to explain 
and defend the Bible accounts. Biblical 
authority is emphasized throughout, 
with strong documentation emphasiz-
ing that the days must have been 24-
hour days, the flood must have been 
worldwide, etc. Scripture was fre-
quently quoted and contrasted to false 
teaching of science and liberal religion, 
often naming scientists or theologians 
who advocated error. 

One area that especially impressed us 
was a room showing various videos of 
the wonders of creation. Various as-
pects of nature would be discussed, 

demonstrating how amazing God’s creation is and how 
evolution cannot explain what exists around us. 

Besides the walk through the Bible and the presentations, 
the museum includes a planetarium, restaurants, a large 
bookstore, botanical gardens, and a petting zoo. The plane-
tarium costs extra, but don’t miss it. It presents the solar 
system and universe in amazing detail, emphasizing the 
greatness of the Creator. 

Anytime we buy a book written by denominationalists - 
whether a commentary or a school textbook - we expect to 
find some error. Nevertheless, if we are careful to find the 
error and point it out to our children, we can find such ma-
terials beneficial. That is how I would encourage all to ap-
proach the Creation Museum. It is not perfect, but with 
careful good judgment, it can be an amazingly impressive 
and faith-building tool to challenge our families with the 
greatness of God and the accuracy of the Bible. 

The Creation Museum 
2800 Bullittsburg Church Road 
Petersburg, KY 41080 
(888-582-4253)  creationmuseum.org 

dence). Expect to spend all day to really benefit from 
your visit. 

A Few Criticisms 

Our overall opinion of the museum was very favorable; 
but as you would expect, denominationalists inevitably 
include a few errors or weaknesses. 

The greatest error is found in the 
section on the life and death of 
Christ. It concludes with a summary 
of how to be saved. The display 
presentation quotes Scriptures 
about faith and repentance, but 
none about baptism. It does not 
openly deny the need for baptism, 
but it simply ignores it. Free litera-
ture offered outside the display also 
ignores baptism, but mentions 
praying or saying a poem for salva-
tion. 

Besides the museum displays, 
speakers present scheduled presen-
tations on various topics. Some of 
these obviously have religious mu-
sic sung to the audience by soloists, etc., accompanied 
by instruments. We avoided those, but one we at-
tended portrayed “angels” who spoke street talk 
(“That’s cool, dude!”) that seemed demeaning to the 
Biblical portrayal of angels. 

Some material attempted to explain scientifically how 
various Bible events (like the flood) would have af-
fected the earth. This involved some speculation which 
may or may not be valid. But note that this speculation 
concerned the effects, not the causes, of the miracles. 
As a rule they avoided giving naturalistic explanations 
for miracles, but strongly emphasized that miracles re-
quire supernatural intervention by God. 

Museum employees were always friendly and well 
dressed, but expect some immodesty from patrons, 
even though they are generally religious. 

With a few such exceptions, our impressions were very 
favorable. 

Lots of Benefits and Biblical Education 

The main section of the museum is a walk through the 

(Continued from page 1) 

One area that especially 
impressed us was a room 
showing various videos  

of the wonders of creation. 
Various aspects of nature 

would be discussed, 
demonstrating how amazing 

God’s creation is and how 
evolution cannot explain 

what exists around us. 
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much? 

Methinks American middle-class people are uncomfortable 

around the home schooled for the same reason the alco-

holic is uneasy around the teetotaler. Their very existence 

represents a rejection of our values, and an indictment of 

our lifestyles. Those families are willing to render unto Cae-

sar the things that Caesar's be, but they draw the line at 

their children. Those of us who have put our trust in the 

secular state (and effectively surrendered our children to 

it) recognize this act of defiance as a rejection of our val-

ues, and we reject them in return. 

Just as the jealous Chaldeans schemed to bring the wrath 

of the king upon the Hebrew eunuchs, we are happy to sic 

the state's bureaucrats on these "trouble makers." Their 

implicit rejection of America's most venerated idol, Materi-

alism, (a.k.a. "Individualism") spurs us to heat the furnace 

and feed the lions. 

Young families must make the decision: Will junior go to 

day care and day school, or will mom stay home and raise 
(Continued on page 4) 

Y 
ou see them at the grocery, or in a discount store. 

It's a big family by today's standards - "just like 

stair steps," as the old folks say. Freshly scrubbed 

boys with neatly trimmed hair and girls with braids, in 

clean but unfashionable clothes follow mom through 

the store as she fills her no-frills shopping list. 

There's no begging for gimcracks, no fretting, and no 

threats from mom. The older watch the younger, free-

ing mom to go peacefully about her task. You are look-

ing at some of the estimated 2 million children being 

home schooled in the U.S., and the number is growing. 

Their reputation for academic achievement has caused 

colleges to begin aggressively recruiting them. Savings 

to the taxpayers in instructional costs are conserva-

tively estimated at $4 billion, and some place the figure 

as high as $9 billion. When you consider that these 

families pay taxes to support public schools, but de-

mand nothing from them, it seems quite a deal for the 

public. 

Home schooling parents are usually better educated 

than the norm, and are more likely to attend worship 

services. Their motives are many and varied. Some fear 

contagion from the anti-clericalism, coarse speech, sug-

gestive behavior and hedonistic values that character-

ize secular schools. Others are concerned for their chil-

dren's safety. Some want their children to be chal-

lenged beyond the minimal competencies of the public 

schools. Concern for a theistic world view largely per-

meates the movement. 

Indications are that home schooling is working well for 

the kids, and the parents are pleased with their choice, 

but the practice is coming under increasing suspicion, 

and even official attack, as in California. 

Why do we hate (or at least distrust) these people so 

Homeschoolers Threaten Our Cultural Comfort  

By Sonny Scott (Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal—6/8/08 
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the defense of homeschooling,” said Farris, who was one 

of the attorneys who argued the case on rehearing along 

with Alliance Defense Fund attorney Jeff Shafer, who rep-

resented the father. The father was also represented by 

Gary Kreep of the United States Justice Foundation. 

California’s three largest homeschool organizations, Cali-

fornia Homeschool Network, Homeschool Association of 

California and Christian Home Education Association joined 

together in one brief to defend the right of all parents to 

homeschool. HSLDA, Family Protection Ministries and Fo-

cus on the Family also joined in a separate brief. Numerous 

other private organizations came to the defense of home 

education as did California’s governor, attorney general, 

and superintendent of public instruction. 

We are extremely grateful to all of the organizations who 

worked tirelessly to protect and preserve homeschooling 

freedom in California. 

We are also thankful for you, our members, for your 

prayers and support during this trying season. The freedom 

to homeschool is a precious gift from God. But keeping it 

free requires vigilance and perseverance. We must con-

tinue to work together diligently to preserve this precious 

freedom in California and elsewhere. 

I n a unanimous decision, the California Court of Ap-

peal for the Second Appellate District today ruled 

that “California statutes permit home schooling as a 

species of private school education.” 

Today’s decision stands in stark contrast to the opinion 

this same three-judge panel issued in February, which 

would have made California the only state in the union 

to outlaw home education had it remained in effect. 

“It is unusual for an appellate court to grant a petition 

for rehearing as this court did in March,” said HSLDA 

Chairman Mike Farris, “but it is truly remarkable for a 

court to completely reverse its own earlier opinion. We 

thank you for your prayers and give God the glory for 

this great victory.” 

When the court vacated its earlier decision on March 

25, 2008, it invited interested organizations to file 

friend-of-the-court briefs. “I have never seen such an 

impressive array of people and organizations coming to 

A Great Victory for California Homeschoolers  

nificantly, we claim "our right" to pursue a career for our 

own "self-fulfillment." 

Deep down, however, we know that our generation has 

eaten its seed corn. We lack the discipline and the vision to 

deny ourselves in the hope of something enduring and 

worthy for our posterity. We are tired from working extra 

jobs, and the looming depression threatens our 401k's. 

Credit cards are nearly maxed, and it costs a $100 to fuel 

the Suburban. Now the kid is raising ____ again, demand-

ing the latest Play Station as his price for doing his school 

work ... and there goes that modest young woman in the 

home-made dress with her four bright-eyed, well-behaved 

home-schooled children in tow. Wouldn't you just love to 

wipe that serene look right off her smug face? 

Is it any wonder we hate her so? 

him? The rationalizations begin. "A family just can't 

make it on one income." (Our parents did.) "It just costs 

so much to raise a child nowadays." (Yeah, if you buy 

brand-name clothing, pre-prepared food, join every 

club and activity, and spend half the cost of a house on 

the daughter's wedding, it does.) And so, the decision is 

made. We give up the bulk of our waking hours with 

our children, as well as the formation of their minds, 

philosophies, and attitudes, to strangers. We compen-

sate by getting a boat to take them to the river, a van 

to carry them to Little League, a 2,800-square-foot 

house, an ATV, a zero-turn Cub Cadet, and a fund to 

finance a brand-name college education. And most sig-

(Continued from page 3) 

HSLDA, 8/8/08 J. Michael Smith 
Home School Legal Defense Association  
P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, Virginia 20134-9000 
Phone: (540) 338-5600 • Fax: (540) 338-2733 •  
E-mail: info@hslda.org Web: http://www.hslda.org 

mailto:info@hslda.org
http://www.hslda.org
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I truly enjoy my job as a full time homemaker. My interests 

include reading, running, cooking, scrapbooking, planning 

and organizing. I am the primary teacher in our 

homeschool, and I absolutely love teaching our children. I 

also teach Bible classes at our local church, and occasion-

ally teach home organization workshops. 

Olivia is our animal lover. She takes such good care of our 4 

dogs and 1 cat. She really has a special way with animals. 

She is always gentle and kind (with people too!). Olivia is 

an excellent artist. She creates drawings, paintings, crafts 

and jewelry. She also enjoys crocheting, reading, running, 

bike riding, and rollerblading. Olivia frequently creates all 

kinds of things for her American Girl dolls, which she loves 

playing with. I can always depend on Olivia to help me with 

the little children--they love playing with her. Olivia has 

such a kind and grateful heart. 

Julie always has a smile on her face. She is so happy and 

kind! Julie is a writer--she writes plays, poems, short sto-

ries and chapter books, and she also keeps various journals 

and planning notebooks. Julie has been known to plan her 

birthday party for 6 months! She has also written 3 edi-

tions of a family newspaper. Julie enjoys playing with her 

American Girl dolls, sewing, running, rollerblading, riding 

her bike, reading, cooking (she often cooks our meals) and 

playing outside. Julie is very thoughtful. I treasure the little 

notes she writes me. 

Laid back Clay is a joy to be around. Clay is an early riser. 

He often asks me to sit down with him and help him with 

his schoolwork as soon as I get up! He tries to complete all 

of his chores before his sisters even awaken. In Clay's free 

time he rides his four-wheeler on trails in our woods, 

sharpens sticks with his pocket knife, collects rocks, climbs 

and plays in our dirt pile, rides his bike, rollerblades, 

swings, swims and plays with Sam. Inside he enjoys legos, 

drawing and setting up the train for Sam. Clay is a sweet 

little boy! 

(Continued on page 6) 

(www.joyfuljohnsons.blogspot.com)  

an HSLIST Family 

J 
immy and I (Roan) were married in June of 1991. 

Our blessings began to arrive in April, 1995. We 

now have 5 precious children: Olivia—13, Julie—11, 

Clay—9, Leah—4 and Sam—2. We live in the country 

just outside of Saltillo, Mississippi. Jimmy practices as a 

cardiologist in the nearby city of Tupelo, and we wor-

ship at Northeast Church of Christ in Tupelo, where 

Jimmy serves as a deacon. 

When Jimmy has time off from his very busy job he en-

joys running, woodworking, and working on our land. 

He takes great pride in landscaping and maintaining our 

property. This has been a work in progress since we 

first built our house and moved out here in January, 

2005. We have progressed from loads and loads of dirt, 

plywood sidewalks, and partially completed retaining 

walls to beautiful sod, concrete and rock sidewalks, 

pretty landscaping, a fenced in backyard with a swing 

set/fort for the children, and trails throughout the 

woods. Jimmy completed a good bit of the work him-

self with the help of his father, a friend, and his crew of 

6 (us) helping out! Now that most of the major work is 

done, he spends his free time maintaining it all. The 

boys enjoy helping him with his outdoor work, espe-

cially riding the backhoe. 

By Roan Johnson 

Family Profiles: The Johnsons 

http://www.joyfuljohnsons.blogspot.com
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Spelling Zoo, Building Thinking Skills, and Rosetta Stone 

Spanish. 

We begin our school days with my reading aloud to the 

children from our current chapter book. This time is fol-

lowed by chore time and breakfast. While we are all still 

sitting at the kitchen table, we have our daily Bible study. 

Next, the children begin their schoolwork. The children 

rotate working independently, working alone with me, and 

playing with Leah and Sam. Most days they finish all of 

their schoolwork before lunch. After lunch, Leah and Sam 

nap or rest and the older ones finish any schoolwork and 

then have free time until 3:00. The older children have pi-

ano on Mondays, and cross-country practice on Tuesdays-

Fridays.  When we arrive home after these practices and 

lessons, we complete our afternoon chore time followed 

by supper. 

As a cardiologist, Jimmy advises his patients to adopt a life-

style of eating healthy foods and exercising aerobically for 

at least thirty minutes each day. About two and a half 

years ago, Jimmy and I decided that this was excellent ad-

vice for our family too, and Jimmy needed to practice what 

he was preaching. Thus began our journey of family run-

ning. We chose running as our form of exercise for a vari-

ety of reasons: it is a lifelong sport, we could do it together 

as a family, and we could enter competitions for motiva-

tion, events that are open for people of all ages. For the 

first year, Jimmy, Olivia, Julie, and Clay were the only regu-

lar runners. After Sam turned one, and Leah was three, I 

began to join them. Family running has required some jug-

gling and planning, especially when I first began, but the 

benefits certainly outweigh the inconveniences. As a fam-

ily, we participate in 10-15 5K and 10K races each year. 

Currently Olivia and Julie are participating on our local 

homeschool cross-country team, and they also practice 

cross-country with a local public school. 

Jimmy and I enjoy every moment with each other and our 

children.  Our lives here on this earth are very short. It is 

our earnest desire to raise children who love the Lord and 

choose to serve Him with their daily lives. Simply put, our 

most important goal is to all be together in Heaven one 

day. 

Leah is spunky and a lot of fun! She has a unique per-

sonality, and she is different from our other children. 

Leah selects shoes that are "most likely NOT to match 

the outfit" when we are going out in public. Her favor-

ite church attire is a beautiful smocked dress accompa-

nied by old, dirty green crocs. She loves stickers and 

flowers. Leah is also an artist, and she is constantly 

drawing and creating "books". Leah enjoys riding her 

bike, swinging and playing with baby dolls.  

When Sam finally gets down from my lap, he has sev-

eral interests....his main one is construction equipment. 

He knows many large machines by name (backhoe, 

grader, digger, paver, roller, and tractor) and excitedly 

points them out to us as we travel. The backhoe is by 

far his favorite, and he loves to ride the backhoe with 

his daddy. He hears it being cranked and runs! Sam also 

enjoys playing with legos and his train. He would listen 

to me read to him for hours (the same 20 books!), and 

he likes to ride his battery powered four-wheeler. Sam 

loves my hair which is his "security blanket". 

We began our homeschool journey eight years ago. We 

school August through November, and January through 

May. When Jimmy has days off during our school 

months, the children are required to complete only 

math and maybe one other subject. This gives us time 

to enjoy Jimmy's day off.  

Currently the children are in grades 8, 6, 4, and pre-

school. We use a variety of curricula. Until this school 

year we used KONOS unit studies as our primary cur-

riculum. As the children have gotten older and able to 

complete most if not all of their schoolwork independ-

ently, unit studies are no longer the best fit for our fam-

ily. For the first time we are using textbooks for science 

(Apologia) and history (All American History). However, 

I am supplementing these courses with "living books". 

Other curricula we use include: Horizons math, Teach-

ing Textbooks math, Easy Grammar, Daily Grams, 

Wordly Wise, Institute For Excellence in Writing, The 

(Continued from page 5) 
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advise + able = advisable 

desire + ous = desirous 

There are three exceptions to the silent e rule. 

First, drop the e when -ment is added to words ending in 
dge: 

judge + ment = judgment (not judgement) 

acknowledge + ment = acknowledgment (not 
acknowledgement) 

Second, keep the final e in words ending in ce or ge when 

-able or -ous is added: 

notice + able = noticeable (not noticable) 

change + able = changeable (not changable) 

advantage + ous = advantageous (not advan-
tagous) 

While the first exception is one you just have to know and 
remember, the second exception has a good reason behind 
it. That final e needs to remain in order for the c and g to 
keep their “soft” (s and j) sounds. Without the e, the words 
would be pronounced with the “hard” (k and g) sounds: 
noticable, changable, advantagous. 

Third, there are exceptions that simply have to be memo-
rized because they do not fit into any category, and there 
is no particular logic behind them: 

argue + ment = argument (not arguement) 

true + ly = truly (not truely) 

mile + age = mileage (not milage) 

hoe + ing = hoeing (not hoing) 

Many common spelling errors can be avoided by remem-
bering these hints: 

When two words are combined to make a compound 
word, do not change the spelling of either word. 

book + keeper = bookkeeper 

ear + ring = earring 

When a prefix is added to a word, do not change the spell-
ing of the root word.  

 il + logical = illogical 

 mis + spell = misspell 

 un + nerve = unnerve 

For a word whose pronunciation does not seem to match 
its spelling, say the word as it will be written, not as it is 
pronounced. 

(Continued on page 8) 

I n the last issue we looked at two rules for spelling. 
Now we will look at two more, plus some helpful 

hints. I know the information may seem complicated at 
first glance, but stick with it. Take the time to look at 
how the examples illustrate the rules. I think you will 
find they are really not so difficult after all. 

Rule 3: In words that end in a y preceded by a conso-
nant, change the y to i before all suffixes except those 
beginning with i. 

Suffixes not beginning with i: 

carry + ed = carried 

noisy + ly = noisily 

merry + ment = merriment 

vary + ous = various 

beauty + ful = beautiful 

lonely + ness = loneliness 

Suffixes beginning with i: 

carry + ing = carrying 

satisfy + ing = satisfying 

fly + ing = flying 

copy + ing = copying 

In words that end in a y preceded by a vowel, leave the 
y as a y and add the suffix. 

monkey + s = monkeys 

deploy + ment = deployment 

journey + ed = journeyed 

display + ing = displaying 

Rule 4 may seem complicated because it has some of 
the dreaded exceptions, but remember that most 
words do follow the rule. 

Rule 4: When adding a suffix to a word that ends in a 
silent e, keep the e if the suffix begins with a conso-
nant, but drop the e if the suffix begins with a vowel. 

Suffixes beginning with a consonant: 

advance + ment = advancement 

like + ness = likeness 

care + ful = careful 

love + ly = lovely 

Suffixes beginning with a vowel: 

admire + ing = admiring 

Spelling Rules and Hints (part 2) 
By Dawn Thompson 
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Make sure you write the right homophone to match your 

meaning. In other words, know when you mean know and 

when you mean no. 

Keep a written list of words you keep misspelling, and work 

on those. Eventually, the right spelling will stick with you. 

If you have trouble with spelling, do not let these rules in-
timidate you. Tackle them one at a time, and I believe you 
will find them to be helpful. 

Think be-a-u-ti-ful (Thanks, Lori B.!), Wed-nes-day, and 
k-nife, even though they are not pronounced that way. 

Spell by syllables. With long words, look carefully to see 
that you have included all the syllables: 

 ir-re-spon-si-bil-i-ty 

 un-in-tel-li-gi-ble 

 an-ti-dis-es-tab-lish-men-tar-i-an 

(Continued from page 7) 

The Homeschooling Mom as a Wife 
By Sally Anne Perz 

M uch of homeschool literature addresses the homeschool mom as a 

mother and a teacher. However, next to God, the most important 

person in a homeschooling mom’s life is her husband. Often wives 

are guilty of holding their husbands to their own expectations and standards or 

comparing them to other men. Learn what kind of a man you are married to—

and remember that you were created to be HIS helpmeet. Be content with him! 

Knowing our own husband’s hobbies, likes, dislikes, personality traits, strengths 

and weaknesses will help us to love them the way God expects us to. Consider 

some practical ways a homeschool mom can love her husband and pave the 

way for a ‘Song of Solomon’ kind of love.  

Have a clear understanding of what your husband’s part in home education will be. Does he want to be an ac-

tive participant, a hands-on supervisor, or a figurehead? Does he want to give where he can or participate in 

every field trip and activity? Let him determine his level of involvement. Do not try to make him do more. 

Understand your husband’s expectations with regard to homeschooling methods and philosophies. Be certain 

that your methods will work with his philosophies. 

Keep within your budget so that you do not cause stress upon him as the sole provider. Plan well enough in ad-

vance so that he is aware of what funds are needed to purchase materials. 

Do the best you can to be a good homemaker and to provide a clean, organized and comfortable home. Do not 

expect your husband to keep the home for you. This is your job. If he lends a hand, be thankful, but don’t expect 

him to do fulfill your role as homemaker. 

Be a happy, loving mother to his children.  

Be a loyal wife to him. Do not speak ill of him or ridicule him for any reason. 

Let him know how much you love and appreciate him daily, not only by your words, but by your actions. 

Fulfill all of his needs all of the time as best as you are able!! Treat him like a king and your King will bless you. 

Provide healthy meals, clean clothing, a listening ear, a helpful hand, and most of all, freely give of yourself fully 

when it comes to your intimate relationship. Desire him and be desirable for him. 
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and Sensibility. She pretends to befriend Elinor, our hero-

ine, but she is really interested in herself and using Elinor 

to get to a young man both ladies care for. She is inter-

ested in nobody's happiness but her own, and she doesn't 

much care how she pursues that aim. I have known women 

like Lucy Steele. I have even gone to church with one or 

two or them.  

The first time my children read the book, they thought 

Lucy Steele's friendship was genuine, and were quite puz-

zled at the way she seemed to turn on Elinor later. We 

went back through Lucy's actions slowly, and I was able to 

point out subtle clues that her friendship was not what it 

seemed.  

There are real 'Lucy Steeles' in the world and in the church 

buildings where we worship on Sundays. They do not all 

limit their attentions to unmarried men. I want my daugh-

ters to be forewarned and thus forearmed against this type 

of predator. But teaching my girls about this is a delicate 

matter. I cannot use real life examples, even if they exist. I 

would never, ever, ever tell one of my young people that 

the woman sitting in the pew in front of us is after the hus-

band of the woman sitting in the pew across from us. At 

the very least, consider the implications if an unwise, un-

wary or simply tired and thoughtless child let that slip in 

the wrong place! Oh, my!  

I would also not like to tell my children too much about the 

unwisdom and sinful attitudes of people they know per-

sonally because children are such black and white crea-

tures that I would fear I was making them very judgmental 

and harsh critics of their brethren. I think pointing out the 

flaws of our brothers and sisters in church to our children 

as an object lesson is a very dangerous route to take and 

bad for their characters. It can be done, and there may be 

times where it needs to be done, but never without the 

greatest tact and delicacy.  

(Continued on page 10) 

A  few years back a friend and I 

exchanged our thoughts on 

how we can warn our children 

about the dangers of certain char-

acter flaws or the negative results 

of some of life's poorer choices. I 

prefer to use books. This is one reason why we don't 

limit our reading to books where the characters are all 

wholesome and practically perfect in every way. An-

other is that we don't wish to be more holy than the 

Bible, which also includes stories about men and 

women who were deeply flawed. The Book of Books is, 

naturally, the best teaching tool of all. But this article is 

about other books and how they may be used to teach 

character. I think there are some important benefits to 

teaching our children through the use of literary exam-

ples from books rather than from real life, although, of 

course, both can be used with good success. But, again, 

this is about books.  

Many of us live in small towns and attend small congre-

gations. In my family's case, until this year we attended 

a local congregation where there were no children ex-

cept our own. For a very long time there were no young 

married couples just starting out. We wouldn't be see-

ing a Lucy Steele (Sense and Sensibility) for many years. 

There are so many personality types and character 

flaws and specific situations that require wisdom and 

experience to understand, yet my children may not be 

exposed to any of them personally until they are actu-

ally threatened by a real life example. I think books 

have the edge on real life because of the simple prox-

imity issue.  

I was able to discuss Lucy Steele with my daughters 

comfortably when they were about 12 years old. For 

those sad and deprived souls who do not know who 

Lucy Steele is, she is a character in Jane Austen's Sense 

Books Build Character (Part I and II)  
By Wendi Capehart 
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spirit, and without exposing them to personal unhappiness 

in the process. 

Books Build Character II 

Charlotte Mason, in common with many classical educa-

tors, suggests reading good books for their moral lessons 

as well as for their literary value. The better the literary 

quality, the more likely it is that the reader will gain some-

thing of moral value from his reading. But what she means 

by moral lessons is not the same thing the Elsie Dinsmore 

crowd might mean.  

Miss Mason thought that children should be put in touch 

with the great ideas, with information clothed in literary 

language provided by great minds. Good books- meaning 

well-written books, contribute good material for moral 

growth.  

I was first introduced to this idea rather late in life, when a 

friend explained to me why she thought her daughter 

should read Sense and Sensibility. She said it would be in-

valuable in showing our daughters how not to act, and that 

they could benefit from learning that lesson through the 

reading of this book rather than through heartbreaking 

experiences of their own. She pointed out some rich exam-

ples, both good and bad, in this book.  

For those of who have, sadly, not read this delightful book, 

allow me to give a bit of the background. Marianne is all 

sensibility- that is, passion and feelings. She believes it is 

somehow more 'honest' to be led by her feelings and to 

act without thought upon what she is feeling at the mo-

ment. Her sister Elinor is sense- she has passions and 

heartfelt feelings, too, but she understands the value of 

self-control.  

Marianne's passions and lack of self-control have led her to 

compromise herself in the eyes of London society. In those 

days, for a maiden to write letters to a young man who 

was neither a close relative nor a fiancée´ was disgraceful. 

She has permitted herself to go too far in her feelings for a 

young man who encouraged her- and he has now married 

(Continued on page 11) 

Dealing with fictional characters permits me to kick off 

my shoes a bit and get comfortable with the discussion. 

I cannot harm them, and there is no danger that a dis-

cussion that limits itself to fictional characters will stray 

over into gossip. 

With books you get a microcosm of human experience 

in a very small space of time- sometimes the problems 

that we experience are only the result of years of 

wrong thinking, sinful attitudes and/or bad choices. A 

book can span a life time in a few hundred pages.  

The possibility of my own error- let's return to my origi-

nal example- the flirtatious woman who worms her way 

into friendships in order to attract the male- in a book, 

we can know without any doubt that this is the motiva-

tion of the Lucy Steele types. In real life, we must admit 

that only God knows the heart. What if I am wrong 

about the reason a woman behaves in a manner I view 

as flirtatious? What if I see somebody who seems to be 

encroaching her way into the affections of a married 

man, but I am mistaken? How hurtful would my unjust 

suspicions be if I voiced them publicly to anybody else- 

even my children!  

Even in matters far less serious than this, if I am not 

careful about what I say to my children about others 

and I turn out to be incorrect in my assessment, how 

much damage have I done to my credibility with my 

children?  

Perhaps I am right, but I do not know the full circum-

stances. Perhaps the woman in question actually knows 

she has a problem and is working quietly to overcome 

it. Is it possible I have unfairly planted a seed of mis-

trust of her personally in my children's hearts? I cannot 

really know her heart or her goals and desires. Who am 

I to judge the intentions of the servant of another  

I think with books, I can warn my children against cer-

tain character types long before we actually meet any 

of them without encouraging a judgmental and critical 

(Continued from page 9) 

http://amblesideonline.org/CM/toc.html
http://austen.thefreelibrary.com/
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more about how to use books in this way.  

As I read I try to notice when I am reminded of some per-

son or situation that I have personally known or experi-

enced in real life. This is why good literary standards are so 

important or at least one reason why. It is only in well writ-

ten literature that you find such realistic characters and 

situations that you can say, "Why, that's just like..." If the 

book is not well written, the characters are not lifelike 

enough to remind you of anybody.  

Having noted such a character or episode, I make the op-

portunity to discuss it with my young reader, and without 

naming real life names, explain that there are people in 

real life just like this character, or that sometimes events 

like the ones in this book really do happen to real people.  

Stepping Heavenward is that rare gem, an utterly Christian 

book that does this well. Every young lady of 13 or more 

should read this book. Every married woman should read 

this book. It is so well written that we will all see some-

thing of ourselves, and we will be able to laugh a little, 

even while twisting uncomfortably in our chairs and blush-

ing a bit over our sinful foibles.  

Sometimes I have an opportunity to use literature to teach 

by example when the children ask me a question. Often 

their question leads to a discussion which leads to a living 

idea. For example, one of our girls was eleven and reading 

Oliver Twist.  

Oliver Twist is the story of a poor child from an orphan's 

home and all the twists and turns in his life. At one point 

he is alone and starving in London. He is befriended by two 

characters called Fagin and the Artful Dodger. They bring 

him home, feed him, play games with him, and promise to 

do more for him later. Things seem to be looking up for the 

formerly friendless lad.  

But my daughter came to me and said that she couldn't tell 

if Fagin and Artful were really Oliver's friends or not. Some-

times they seemed to be, and other times, she said, she 

just felt funny about them. She wanted me to tell her if 

they were truly Oliver's friends, or if he should be suspi-
(Continued on page 12) 

another for money and publicly repudiated Marianne. 

It's all very heartbreaking, and the young man in ques-

tion has behaved dreadfully. Marianne's heart is bro-

ken. Elinor has also fallen in love with a man who turns 

out to be engaged to somebody else, but because she 

has kept her heart's counsel and behaved with restraint 

and prudence, she is not shamed before others as 

Marianne has been. In fact, Marianne is so distraught 

that her health is compromised, and she nearly dies. 

The passage that particularly stood out for my friend 

comes in chapter X, following Marianne's near fatal ill-

ness. 

Upon her recovery, she and her sister return to their 

country home. One afternoon while discussing the past, 

Marianne says that she does not wish her former young 

man ill, but hopes that his private thoughts and feelings 

are not worse than her own, because that will be suf-

fering enough. Her sister Elinor asks,  

"Do you compare your conduct with his?"  

And Marianne's reply is what so struck my friend,  

"No. I compare it with what it ought to have been; I 

compare it with yours."  

That is the standard of comparison to which we all 

should aspire- what we ought to have done, what our 

character ought to have been. Far too often we prefer 

the easier and lazier route of comparing ourselves with 

ourselves and complacently thinking to ourselves, 'well, 

I'm not like some people. I'm better than....' This is like 

that other literary character- the praying Pharisee in 

the gospel account.  

Inspired by Marianne's statement and my friend who 

pointed it out to me, I began to look for more instances 

of both good and bad examples in literature.  

For several reasons, I think the bad examples in litera-

ture are actually more useful to my children, but I will 

explain more about that later. First I'd like to explain 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/2515
http://www.literaturepage.com/read/olivertwist.html
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cious of them. Instead of answering her, I suggested that she continue to read, but to watch and think carefully about 

all they said and did. I explained that it was important to do this in real life as well- that sometimes those who first ap-

pear foul are really fair and those who appear fair are truly foul (to butcher a phrase from Tolkien's Fellowship of the 

Ring). She did as I suggested. She reached a very accurate judgment of the characters of Fagin and Artful Dodger very 

shortly.  

A well written book will have many ideas for the mind to feed upon. With such a banquet of ideas set before us, we 

may each bring away a different dish from any given book. In reading Oliver Twist, this child brought away the idea that 

sometimes people pretend to be friends for selfish purposes. When I first read it, I was struck by Dickens’ message 

about the need for compassionate charity. Somebody else might focus on the issues of hypocrisy and false piety in the 

book.  

It is valuable to recognize the power of literature to offer both good and bad examples, sometimes in the same charac-

ter. Take Beowulf, for example (there is a wonderful children's version, which I have read aloud to children as young as 

five). Beowulf is brave, and he is a loyal friend. Bravery features strongly in all the characters in this tale, but not all the 

characters make wise choices. It's good to know that one can be admirably brave and still make bad choices. It's impor-

tant for children to understand that even otherwise reprehensible people can excel in raw physical courage. We tend 

to admire bravery, young children especially so- but they need to learn that raw courage is not enough, nor is great 

bravery always proof of great wisdom.  

Another good lesson to learn is that love of country is not a substitute for character, nor for Christianity. I hope my girls 

learned this when they read a biography of Edith Cavell, who prior to her execution in WWI said, "Standing as I do in 

the view of God and eternity, I realize that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness toward any-

one.” (to be continued in Issue #2) 

(Continued from page 11) 
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